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Firefighter Robert Duriaux — son of Henri Duriaux, who raised the French flag atop the
Eiffel Tower on Aug. 25, 1944 — hoists the French tricolor at the tower in Paris on
Wednesday. Paris’ tribute to its liberation is the last in a series of 60th anniversary

commemorations by France marking critical moments leading to the capitulation of
Germany and the end of World War Il. See story on Page 13
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States

Electronic voting machines: The
last of 11 California counties banned in
April from using electronic voting ma-
chines on Nov. 2 have won renewed
rights to use their machines, Secretary
of State Kevin Shelley said Tuesday.
Shelley’s office in Sacramento, Calif., said
Alameda and Plumas counties have agreed
to tighter security conditions for using the
machines, including making paper ballots
available to those who request them.

Phil Spector murder charges: Music pro-
ducer Phil Spector has hired an attorney
who used to work for mob boss John Gotti to
defend him on murder charges after his pre-
vious attorney resigned from the case.

Leslie Abramson said Tuesday that she
and her co-counsel resigned as Spector’s at-
torneys but were taken by surprise when
Bruce Cutler filed a motion to take over the
case while Abramson was out of the coun-

try.

Federal prosecutors in New York have
portrayed Cutler as “house counsel” for the
Gambino crime family. Gotti died in prison
in 2002.

Spector, 64, famed for creating rock 'n’
roll’s “wall of sound” recording technique in
the 1960s, is charged in the fatal shooting of
Lana Clarkson at his mansion in February
2003.

Georgia crematory lawsuit: A jury of five
men and three women was selected Tues-
day in Rome, Ga., to decide a civil lawsuit
against the former operator of a northwest
Georgia crematory where hundreds of
corpses were left unburied.

The jury includes one black woman, the
only black member of the original 60-per-
son jury pool. But the defense attorney for
Brent Marsh, who is black, said his client
would get a fair trial.

Nearly 1,700 relatives of people who were
supposed to be cremated by Marsh are
suing him and the estate of his late father,
Ray Marsh.

The trial will determine only liability. If
the jury rules against the Marshes, a second
trial will be held to decide how much they
should pay in damages.

Roy Horn tiger-mauling video: The com-
pany that produced the Siegfried & Roy
magic show has refused to give federal in-
vestigators a video of the tiger attack that
badly injured illusionist Roy Horn.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture at-
tempted to obtain the video through two sub-
poenas, but Vienna, Va.-based Feld Enter-
tainment would not hand over the footage, a
USDA source familiar with the case said
Tuesday, speaking on condition of anonymi-

ty.

Under the Animal Welfare Act, the USDA
has been investigating the October attack in
which Horn was mauled by a 300-pound
white tiger during a live performance at
The Mirage hotel-casino in Las Vegas.

Horn survived but later suffered a stroke
that has left him partially paralyzed. The
long-running show closed.

War on terrorism

Pfc. England hearing: A military court in
Fort Bragg, N.C., next week will resume a
hearing on charges against a female soldier
whose notorious photos with naked Iraqi
pnsoners are at the center of an internation-
al prisoner abuse scandal.

Army Pfc. Lynndie England’s Article 32
hearing, which recessed Aug. 7 after five

Peterson trial: Scott Peterson’s former mistress, Amber Frey, center, wrapped up her
testimony Tuesday under a mostly cordial cross-examination, saying he neither told her he

loved her nor tried to stop her from t
drove Peterson to kill his pregnant wi
or Court are her attorneys Gloria Allred,

days, will resume Monday and should run
two days, military officials said Tuesday.
The hearing is to determine whether En-
gland, a 21-year-old reservist with the Mary-
land-based 372nd Military Police Company,
should face a court-martial on 13 counts of
abusing detainees at Abu Ghraib prison and
six counts ing from ion of sex-

g police about their affair that prosecutors claim
. Flanking Frey as she leaves the San Mateo Superi-
eft, and Nate Goldberg.

when the dangerous HSNI1 strain struck
again, bringing the total to 19.

EU talks with Turkey: The European Com-
mission should open EU membership talks
with Turkey within 24 months, a Dutch advi-
sory body said Wednesday from The Hague,

ually explicit photos.
If convicted, she could get up to 38 years
in prison.

Filipino workers in Iraq: The Philippines
will keep a ban on its workers going to Iraq
following an attack that wounded a Filipino
engineer, the government said Tuesday
from Manila.

Danilo Pasia sustained gunshot wounds
and three of his

the hopes of the
ﬁrst Muslim country seeking to join the
25-member union.

But the report to the Dutch government,
which holds the rotating EU presidency and
will oversee a decision on membership talks
in December, said it would be unwise to set
a target date for Turkey’s accession, argu-
ing that it could create false expectations.

Palestinians seek reform: The Palestin-

and two Iraqis, were killed \vhen their vehi-
cle came under attack near the northern
Iragi city of Mosul on Sunday, the Philip-
pine foreign affairs department said.

World

Terror in Uzbekistan: Islamic militants
wanted by Uzbek police for their alleged in-
volvement in recent violence could strike
again despite tightened security, a senior po-
lice official said Wednesday.

The comments came after the U.S. State
Department said Tuesday it had informa-
tion that terrorists may be planning attacks
in Uzbekistan in early September during
the country’s Independence Day celebra-
tions.

Asian bird flu: More money and global at-
tention should be focused on bird flu in Asia
to study the virus, which experts fear could
mutate and trigger a human pandemic, the
World Health Organization said Wednes-

ay.

Vietnam suffered the highest human
death toll — 16 people — when the disease
broke out in Asia earlier this year. Three
more died in Hanoi, Vietnam, last month

ian on overwhelm-
ingly accepted a set of recommendations
calling for reforms in the Palestinian Au-
thority.

But critics complained the proposal was
vague and fell far short of the sweeping over-
haul needed to clean up the corrup-
tion-plagued government.

The recommendations included forming
a viable government capable of fighting cor-
ruption more effectively and restoring law
and order.

Cleric charges: Indonesian prosecutors
announced on Wednesday they would soon
charge militant cleric Abu Bakar Bashir
with terror crimes, as he denounced his de-
tention as “oppression from America.”

Bashir made the comment to reporters as
armed guards took him from police head-
quarters to a prison cell where he will be
held under prosecutors’ jurisdiction until
his trial begins.

Police have accused Bashir, 66, of head-
ing the regional terror group Jemaah Is-
lamiyah and playing a role in the Aug. S,
2003, bombing of the J.W. Marriott Hotel in
Jakarta, which killed 12 people.

Stories and photos from wire services

Correction

A story in Wednesday’s editions about a change of command in

Your Money

should have sald that the U.S. Army Materiel Com-
has a

mand Combat

of more than 200 mostly host-natmn personnel.

Zits, Mutts, Dilbert and more
of your favorite cartoons
every day in Stars and Stripes
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Temporary restraining
order granted to former
Gl recalled for Iraq duty

BY TIM WHITMIRE
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — A feder-

tus since Parrish first received an
order from the Army in May re-
quiring him to reporl to Fort Sill,

a., by June 13 for processing

al judge ruled that a
former Army reservist from sub-
urban Raleigh does not have to re-
port for recall to Iraq by Friday,
granting a temporary restraining
order at least until a hearing next
we

Tudd Parrish of Cary is locked
in a legal battle with the Army
over his status. He says his Army
commitment expired Dec. 19,
after four years of active duty and
another four years in the Re-
serve.

and to Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

When Parrish tried to resign
his commission, the Army told
him it was too late. He then filed
for an exemption from recall,
which also was denied, Waple
said.

Parrish has appealed that rul-
ing.
Waple has said he believes Par-
rish is a victim of efforts by the
military to keep as many people

as possible in the

But the Ay Tpdd Parrish ~— Individual Ready
says Parrish Reserve so they
never formally re- of Cary says can be called to ac-
signed his com- A N tive duty.
mission as a lieu- his Army The ~ Defense
tenant, Y Department has
Tim indfinitely el commitment been using numer-
igible for involun- . ous devices to
taryrecalltoduty.  expired Dec. 19 xeep  enlistment

Last month, Par- up during the

rish sued the
Army, contending
he was never in-

... but the
Army says

Traq conflict, in-
cluded a stop-loss
order that pre-

formed “of any re- i o vents  soldiers
quirement _or Parrish never from leaving the
his dAnk"y Reserve formally e ligations
commission in ' j: end and multiple
order to terminate restg ned his deployments pof
his status with the commission. Guard and Re-
y.,Anny Re- serve units.
serve.

With a Friday deadline looming
for Parrish to report for duty and
discussions with the Army going
nowhere, Parrish’s lawyer Mark
Waple said he filed a motion Mon-
day for a temporary

Parrish, who grew up in
Durham, attended North Caroli-
na State University on a Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps scholar-
ship. He served four years on ac-
tive duty in the United States,
i igation in De-

order in Raleigh federal court.

U.S. District Judge Louise
Flanagan granted the request
Wednesday. She scheduled a
hearing on whether to grant a pre-
liminary injunction against the
Army for Sept. 1. In her order,
Flanagan said the Army’s willing.
ness to extend Parrish’s reporting
date several times in recent
months shows the military will
not be harmed by delaying the
case until a full hearing can be
held.

Waple, of Fayetteville, said he
and the Army have been going
back and forth about Parrish’s sta-

t
cember 1999.

Last week, a California Army
National Guard soldier sued the
military in federal court in San
Francisco over the stop-loss pro-
gram, which could keep up to
20,000 Army personnel beyond
their time of service.

The Army says its stop-loss pro-
gram is necessary for a cohesive
military with seasoned personnel,
although it has been criticized as
contrary to the concept of an
all-volunteer military force.

Stop loss also was enacted dur-
ing the buildup to the 1991 Per-
sian Gulf War.

AP

Shiite faithful in Basra, Iraq, hoist a picture of Grand Ayatollah Ali Husseini al-Sistani, 73, after he crossed
into Iraq from Kuwait in a convoy Wednesday. Al-Sistani has been in London for medical treatment since Aug.

6, one day after clashes erupted in Najaf. His return could play a crucial role in stal

g the crisis.

Top cleric returns to Iraq
as fighting rages in Najaf

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN
AL-OBEIDI
The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraq — Iraq’s most
powerful Shiite cleric returned
from Britain on Wednesday, and
his aides called for a nationwide
march to Najaf to end nearly
three weeks of fierce fighting be-
tween U.S. forces and Shiite mili-
tants in this holy

In honor of (;rand Ayatollah Ali
Husseini al-Sistani’s arrival, mili-
tants loyal to radical Shiite cleric
Mugqtada al-Sadr said they would
suspend fighting with coalition
and Iraqi forces in every region
al-Sistani passes through on his
way to Najaf, said al-Sadr aide
Aws al-Khafaji.

Heavy fighting persisted in Na-
jaf’s Old City, the center of much
of the past three weeks of clashe
U.S. warplanes fired on the neigl
borhood, helicopters flew over-
head and heavy gunfire was
heard in the streets, witnesses
said.

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, 962 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died since
the beginning of military opera-
tions in Iraq in March 2003, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment. Of those, 720 died as a re-
sult of hostile action and 242
died of nonhostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported 64 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, 11; Poland, 10; Bulgaria,
six; Ukraine, six; Slovakia, three;
Thailand, two; and Denmark, EI
Salvador, Estonia, Hungary,
Latvia and the Netherlands have
reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 824 U.S. servicemembers

U.S. deaths in Iraq

have died — 611 as a result of
hostile action and 213 of nonhos-
tile causes, according to the mili-
tary’s numbers Tuesday.

Since the start of U.S. military
operations in Iraq, 6,690 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have been wound-
ed in hostile action, according to
the Defense Department’s week-
Iy tally.

The latest deaths reported by
U.S. Central Command:

combat in Anbar province, Irag;
assigned to 1st Battalion, 8th Ma-
rine Regiment, 2nd Marine Divi-
sion, II Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Lejeune,

W Marine Gunnery Sgt. Ed-
ward Reeder, 32, Camp Verde,
Ariz., died Saturday in a vehicle
accident in Anbar province,
Irag; assigned to Headquarters
and Service Battalion, 1st Force
Service Suppun Group, I Marine
Force, Camp

M Assailants fired a rocket-p:
pelled grenade at a U.S. patrol in
Baghdad on Monday night, kill-
ing two soldiers, the military
said.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Sgt. Richard Lord,
24, Fanning Springs, Fla., died
Aug. 18 from injuries received in

Pendleton, Calif.

W Army 2nd Lt. Matthew Stov-
all, 25, Horn Lake, Miss., died
Sunday in Mosul, Iraq, when an
explosive detonated near his ve-
hicle; assigned to the Army Na-
tional Guard’s 367th Mainte-
nance Company, 298th Corps
Support Battalion, Philadelphia,
Miss.

Meanwhile, militants ~ said

Shrine, whnch they control, in
their al-Jazaari said.

they had
the brother-in-law of Iraqgi De-
fense Minister Hazem Shaalan
and demanded he end all military
operations in Najaf, according to
a video, Al-Jazeera television re-
ported.

In nearby Kufa, just northeast
of Najaf, unidentified gunmen
killed two people and wounded
five others taking part in what ap-
peared to be a peaceful demon-
stration supporting al-Sadr, said
Mohammed Abdul Kadhim, an
employee at Kufa’s Furat
al-Awsat Hospital.

Videotape from Associated
Press Television News showed ap-
parently unarmed demonstrators
wounded during a few minutes of
heavy gunfire, but it was not clear
who was shooting. Witnesses said
the gunfire appeared to come
from an Iraqi National Guard
post.

Witnesses said the marchers,
numbering in the hundreds and
carrying slogans in support of
al-Sadr and pictures of both
al-Sadr and al-Sistani, were head-
ed to Kufa.

Earlier, Najaf Gov. Adnan
al-Zurufi said Iraqi security forc-
es had “taken all needed mea-
sures to prevent any crowds from
entering the province,” calling it

a “military area.”

In Kufa, Iraqi police sealed off
the Old City, preventing cars
from entering, and Najaf’s police
chief, ~Maj. Gen. Ghalib
al-Jazaari, said al-Sadr’s Mahdi
Army militia was on its last legs.

“The Mahdi Army is finished,”
he said. “Its hours are num-
bered.”

Witnesses in the Old City said
militants were still fighting in the
streets, though the relentless
American attacks in Najaf ap-
peared to be weakening them.

Police on Wednesday arrested
several al-Sadr aides with valu-
ables from the sacred Imam Ali

One of al-Sadr’s top lieutenants,
Sheik Ali Smeisim, was among
those arrested, police officials
said on condition of anonymity.

Al-Sistani, 73, had been in Lon-
don for medical treatment since
Aug. 6, one day after clashes
erupted in Najaf. The cleric
wields enormous  influence
among Shiite Iragis and his re-
turn could play a crucial role in
stabilizing the crisis.

Interim Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi’s office issued a statement
welcoming al-Sistani back “on be-
half of all Iragis.”

Al-Sistani crossed into south-
ern Iraq from Kuwait about mid-
day in a caravan of sport utility ve-
hicles accompanied by Iraqi po-
lice and national guardsmen, ac-
cording to an Associated Press re-
porter with the convoy. The con-
voy stopped in the southern city
of Basra.

Al-Sistani is heading to Najaf
“to_stop the bloodshed,” said
Al-Sayyid Murtadha Al-Kashmi-
ri, an al-Sistani representative in
London. “Those believers who
wish to join him, let them join,”
he said.

In Shiite areas across Iraq, ap-
peals issued from mosque loud-
speakers urging Iraqis to heed
al-Sistani’s call.

In separate violence west of
Baghdad, U.S. warplanes and
tanks bombed the volatile city of
Fallujah for more than two hours,
killing at least four people, hospn-
tal officials and residents said.

Based in the city are Sunni in-
surgents the government believes
are responsible for months of kid-
nappings, bombings and shooting
attacks against coalition troops,
Traqi forces and civilians across
Iraq.

Meanwhile, militants in Iraq
threatened to behead two Turkish
hostages if their company does
not withdraw from the country
within three days, Turkish media
reported Wednesday.
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Left: 1st Lt. Waylon Gross discusses routes with Jeffrey Brinkley, the U.S. Embassy’s health attaché, on Tuesday during a safety brief. Brinkley was going to the Iragi Ministry of

Health in Baghdad. Centes
drop off Brinkley. Right:

inistry of Health.

It was wall-to-wall traffic for the “Hellraisers” from the 2nd Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery Regiment Battery A as they made their way through Baghdad to
inkley waves goodbye to convoy escort leader Gross before entering the Iraqi

Steel Dragon burns up road with escort duty

Pvt. Richard DeLeon, of Berlin, N."

, is ready for
trouble as he mans his weapon atop one of the 2nd
Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery Regiment armored
Humvees during escort duty Tuesday in Baghdad.

Since April, 1st Cav GIs have driven more than 5 million miles in Iraq

BY L1sA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

CAMP STEEL DRAGON, BAGH-
DAD — Five million miles.

That’s how far the crews of Task
Force Steel Dragon have driven since
April 8, when the battalion began escort
duty in Iraq.

Hailing  from
Fort Hood, Texas,
the 2nd Battalion,
82nd Field Artil-
lery  Regiment
passed the
seven-figure mile
marker on Satur-
day, according to
Lt. Col. Gregory
Schultz, the battal-
ion commander.

Maintenance
workers have been recording the mile-
age of each vehicle and adding them to-
gether, Schultz told Stars and Stripes on
Tuesday inside the International Zone,
the protected area in the middle of
Baghdad that houses the U.S. Embassy
and other critical Iraqgi and global enti-
ties.
The Steel Dragons’ mission is simple:
provide convoy escort protection for em-
ployees of the U.S. Embassy and mem-
bers of the Multinational Forces Iraq
wherever they travel.

Schultz

But nothing in Iraq is simple.

To begin with, the 1st Cavalry Divi-

sion unit was not designed for security
or military police work; it is a field artil-
lery unit. So its soldiers have had to mas-
ter an entirely different set of skills in a
few months before deploying, Schultz
said.
Thanks in part to lessons learned
from its predecessor, the 3rd Battalion,
2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment, “we
hit the ground pretty well prepared,”
Schultz said. “The only thing these guys
lacked was real-world experience.”

That came quickly. The week Task
Force Steel Dragon began its escorts,
Sadr City — a Baghdad slum with 2 mil-
lion people — exploded in violence.

“Four days into our mission, four of
our platoons had gotten attacked,”
Schultz said. “So within one week, our
guys were veterans.”

As of Saturday, the battalion had com-
pleted 2,610 missions.

Schultz said the task force has faced
50 attacks since April, from roadside
bombs and mortars to rocket-propelled
grenades and small-arms fire.

Yet not a single soldier from the bat-
talion has been killed, though some 25
soldiers in the task force have pinned
on Purple Hearts, and one contractor
died after a roadside bomb exploded,
Schultz said.

About 70 percent of the battalion’s
missions are in Baghdad, Schultz said,
but others take it everywhere in Iraq.

While “Baghdad is usually pretty
safe,” 1st Lt. Waylon Gross said, the
longer trips can be different — especial-
ly when driving to sabotaged oil pipe-
lines.

“When you're out in the middle of the
desert, [insurgents] can just sit there
and wait for you,” Gross said. “They
know you are coming. You have to
come. And they wait for it.”

Gross is platoon commander for 4th
Platoon, Battery A. His “Hellraisers”
are one of the battalion’s most bat-
tle-hardened units, with more than 70
missions under its belts.

Inside Gross' boonie cap, neatly
inked with crosshatches, is a record of
what the soldiers have gone through in
their five months in-country: nine ene-
mies killed and 11 IEDs, or improvised
explosive devices.

Gross said he stopped tracking mor-
tar explosions after making at least 20
marks.

There have been lulls in the violence,
notably after the interim Iraqgi govern-
ment took over, Schultz said.

Iraqi police are now taking a more ac-
tive role, he added, which seems to be

SEE ESCORT ON PAGE 8

Maintenance crews also face danger on convoy missions

BY LIsA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

When it comes to dangerous missions,
no one is exempt in the 2nd Battalion,
82nd Field Artillery Regiment.

Maintenance crews, which keep the bat-
talion’s 200 vehicles running, often have
to work around the clock.

If a particular part comes in at 11:30

m., the crew responsible for the broken
vehicle immediately heads to the mainte-
nance bay, said Capt. Austin Moffitt, the
battalion’s maintenance officer.

Irag’s rough roads and the enormous
weight of the armored vehicles exponen-
tially increase wear and tear.

“We've gone through about 300 tires in
five months,” said Sgt. Darren Ivey of Will-
ingboro, N.J., who is in charge of provid-

can’t shoot back, Benn said.

&k We went around [the roadblock of trash],
but we noticed a guy calling on a phone,
and then he ran. By the time we got [to the
broken vehicle], the mortars were falling.¥?

Sgt. Ngala Benn

talking about encountering an ambush while recovering a vehicle

ing parts for the battalion’s vehicles. “In
garrison, maybe we would go through 60
tires a year.”

‘The toughest jobs come outside the safe-
ty of the secure maintenance bays.

Maintenance crewmembers ride along
on convoys outside of Baghdad and have
the unenviable task of recovering dam-
aged vehicles.

Sgt. Ngala Benn and his driver, Pfc. An-
thony Zamora, have completed seven
major recovery missions since April using
the behemoth (and non-air-conditioned)
recovery vehicle nicknamed “Hookah.”

Of those missions, four have drawn
enemy fire, Benn said.

Getting shot at is never fun, especially
when you are otherwise occupled and

The pair’s worst mission came earlier
this month.

After a roadside bomb disabled a Hum-
vee on the outskirts of Baghdad, Benn and
Zamora got the call to bring it back.

Even before the rescue convoy got to
the damaged Humvee, the recovery team
hit a makeshift roadblock of trash tossed
in the road.

“We went around it, but we noticed a
guy calling on a phone, and then he ran,”
Benn said. “By the time we got [to the bro-
ken vehicle], the mortars were falling.”

It was a full-out ambush.

As the team rolled to a stop, the
small-arms fire erupted. Benn and Zamo-
ra could see the puffs of concrete dust as
the bullets cratered the walls of nearby

SEE CREWS ON PAGE 8
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Living li

Between mortar attacks, road-
side bombs and the ever-present
threat of car bombs, many sol-
diers deployed to Baghdad have
more than a few reasons to be on
edge.

Those nerves were tested Mon-
day at a Camp Victory dining fa-
cility when cooks cleaning up the
chow lines dropped a large metal

pot.

The resulting “clang” blasted
through the large dining hall,
causing soldiers lingering over
dessert to jump and spin around
to locate the source of the racket.
Many automatically reached for
their weapons.

“Little jumpy?” Stripes asked a
soldier who had virtually levitat-
ed from the lunch table when the
vessel hit the floor.

He smiled sheepishly, ducked
his head, and went back to his
sandwich.

Anyone whose nerves are feel-
ing frayed can vent to a profes-
sional ear at “HELP-4,” the 2nd
Medical Brigade’s Combat Stress
program.

The Internet address is
www.help4soldiers.com. In Cen-
tral Iraq, the number to call, by
DNVT phone, is 302-558-: 5546 in
northern Iraq, 302-553-9525;
southern Iraq, 318-883-1322.

Trial, error, explosion

When tankers attached to the
Fort Hood, Texas-based 2nd Bat-
talion, 7th Cavalry Regiment
found that their main gun rounds
weren't exploding in the build-
ings they were firing at in Najaf,
Iraq, they had to come up with a
way to get the job done.

The M1A2 Abrams 120 mm

Lisa Burgess, Jason Chudy and Seth Robson

JON R. ANDERSON/Stars and Stripes
Above: Cartoon character Eric Cartman from “South Pﬂrk " serving as nose art on a C-130, speaks for the
crew of an Air National Guard unit deployed to The slogan of “one week-
eend a month, two weeks a year” has become a common punchline for many deployed reservists and Guards-
men. Right: As the temperature began to rise in Najaf, Iraq, on Tuesday morning, a foam “snowman” created
by a soldier from Company C, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment was placed on a Bradley armored fighting

vehicle to remind everyone to “think cold.”

main gun has basically two types
of rounds: an armor-piercing
shell and a multipurpose high ex-
plosive shell.

Tankers don’t use the AP shells
against anything other than tanks
and armored vehicles, which they
aren’t facing in Iraq. Their multi-
purpose round can be set to ex-

plode in a ground target, such as
a thick-walled bunker, or in an air
burst over a target.

They found that setting the
shell on ground mode would
cause the round to penetrate the
relatively thin walls of Najaf’s
buildings without exploding, like
an AP shell.
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Sgt. 1st Class Bruce Highley
said the soldiers discovered that
when they fire the shell for air
burst, the pressure created by the
shell entering the room will trig-
ger the round, allowing the tank-
ers to successfully destroy their
targets.

Sunshine, partly cloudy

A cloud has been spotted near
Camp Buehring, Kuwait.

The small, white, fluffy cloud
was seen hovering above the laun-
dry facility on Sunday. It is the
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ife on the edge in the Middle East

JASON CHUDY;Stars and Stripes

first cloud that soldiers from the
2nd Infantry Division’s 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team have seen
since arriving in Kuwait more
than two weeks ago.

One soldier from the South
Korea-based unit stared up at the
cloud, apparently daydreaming,
and said: “It looks like a camel.”

“No, it doesn’t,” said another.
“It looks like a Humvee.”

No TV during dinner

Many mothers might approve
of the decision to pull the switch
on dining facility televisions at
‘Camp Buehring.

For the past 1) days, soldiers at
the base, mostly from the 2nd In-
fantry Division’s 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, have downed their
Fruit Loops without the benefit of
FOX News.

Soldiers said they were told the
TV turn-off is due to the large
number of personnel living at the
base. No TV will mean fewer
square-eyed people lingering in
the chow hall and more spaces
for other hungry mouths.

he TV-deprived inhabitants
were dealt another blow this
week when the television in the
Morale, Welfare and Recreation
waiting room went on the blink.
The cabinet where it once rested
was empty, leaving soldiers to
stare at a blank piece of wall for
entertainment while they waited
to use the Internet.

Starved of the quality program-
ming provided by the American
Forces Network, soldiers have
been forced to amuse themselves
in their free time. Many soldiers
have taken to playing Frisbee, soc-
cer and touch football in the
evening instead of vegetating in
front of the tube.

Reporters Lisa Burgess, Jason Chudy
and Seth Robson contributed to this
repor

Contact Lisa Burgess in Baghdad at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Jason Chudy in Najaf, Irag, at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

and seth Robson in Kuwait at:
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Report faults intel unit for Iraq prison abuse

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — Twenty-seven people at-
tached to an intelligence unit at Abu Ghraib
prison near Baghdad either approved or par-
ticipated in the abuse of Iraqi prisoners, an
Army investigation found.

“We discovered serious misconduct and a
loss of moral values,” Gen. Paul Kern, the
head of the investigation, told reporters
Wednesday at the Pentagon.

Of the 27 individuals accused of complicity
in the abuse, 23 were members of the 205th
Military Intelligence Brigade that oversaw in-
terrogations at Abu Ghraib. The other four
were civilian contractors working for the unit.

Six more soldiers in the unit, and two addi-
tional contractors, witnessed the abuse but
failed to report it, which also violates regula-
tions, Kern said.

All of these people may face charges or dis-
ciplinary action for abuses that occurred be-
tween late July 2003 and early February 2004.

Investigators recommended that an addi-
tional five people, including Col. Thomas Pap-
pas, the commander of the 205th, face possi-
ble disciplinary action, Army officials said.
While these individuals did not take part in
abuses, they contributed to the conditions that
allowed them to take place, officials said.

“There is no single, simple explanation for
why the abuse at Abu Ghraib happened,” ac-
cording to the Fay report. One of the senior in-
vestigators was Maj. Gen. George Fay.

‘The report blames the abuses on several fac-
tors: “misconduct (ranging from inhumane to
sadistic) by a small group of morally corrupt
soldiers and civilians, a lack of discipline on
the part of leaders and soldiers,” and a “fail-

Former secretary of defense James Schlesinger, left, and retired Gen. Chuck Horner, released a
report Tuesday blaming senior defense leaders for lax oversight of military-run prisons in Iraq. A
second report released Wednesdayfaults 27 people involved in the prison abuse scandal.

one more who knew of the mistreatment and
did not report it. It also noted that two medics
knew of the abuses but did not report them.

About two-thirds of the abuses during inter-
rogations were committed by soldiers who
wrongly believed they were using approved
techniques or were unclear about what tech-
niques they could legally use, Army officials
said.

Fay said that some of the mistreatment
to torture. Kern said the most hor-

ure or lack of by higher
in Iraq.

The report distinguishes between the abuse
depicted in many of the now-famous photo-
graphs from the prison, which the military
says was committed by a small group of
guards and others, and abuses committed dur-
ing interrogations.

Seven members of the 800th Military Police
Brigade, which supplied the guards at the pris-
on, have been charged in connection with the
abuses seen the photos.

The report said investigators discovered
three more MPs who took part in abuses, and

rific abuse investigators discovered involved
military dog handlers using their dogs to try
to frighten two Iraqi adolescents into involun-
tarily fouling themselves.

“This is clearly a deviation from everything
‘we've taught people how to behave,” Kern
said. “There were failures of leadership, of
people seeing these things and not correcting
them. There were failures of discipline.”

The report attributes some problems to the
influence of officials with “other government
agencies” — a term frequently used by the
Pentagon for the Central Intelligence Agency.

“It is clear that the interrogation practices
of other government agencies led to a loss of
accountab:llty at Abu Ghraib,” the report
said.

‘The nonmilitary interrogators had wider lat-

what

Kerry calls
for secretary
to step down

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
John Kerry on Wednesday re-
newed his call for Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld to re-
sign and urged President Bush
to appoint an independent in-
vestigation to provide reforms
after a report faulted all levels
of the military for abuse at

u Ghraib prison.

“It’s not]ust the little person
at the bottom who ought to pay
the price of responsibility,”
Kerry said at a Philadelphia
union

A report released Tuesday
by an independent panel led
by former Defense Secretary
James R. Schlesinger conclud-
ed that senior U.S. military
leaders in Iraq and the Penta-
gon can be faulted for inatten-
tion to prisoner abuses, but it
did not that Rums-

itude in
could use. They also kept at least eight “ghosl
detainees” — prisoners concealed from the In-
ternational Committee of the Red Cross. One
of those detainees died during interrogation.

The findings by Lt. Gen. Anthony R. Jones
and Fay, came a day after an independent
panel released a report blaming senior lead-
ers, including Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld and Joint Chiefs Chairman Richard
Myers, for lax oversight and inattention to the
issue of military-run prisons in Iraq. This con-
tributed to the chaos at Abu Ghraib, said mem-
bers of that panel, led by former Defense Sec-
retary James Schlesinger.

That report, which looked at problems
throughout the system of U.S.-run prisons in
Iraq, Afghanistan and at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, said about one-third of the substantiat-
ed cases of prisoner abuse took place during
interrogations.

feld stop down.

“What is missing from all
these reports is accountability
from the senior civilian lead-
ers in the Pentagon and in the
White House,” Kerry said.
“From the bottom of the chain
of command all the way to the
top, there needs to be account-
ability. The Schlesinger report
makes clear that Secretary
Rumsfeld was responsible for
setting a climate where these
types of abuses could occur.”

Months  before prisoner
abuse in Iraq came to light,
Kerry called for Rumsfeld to
resign because of what he said
were numerous mistakes in
the prosecution of the war.

Charges reduced for
GI in Abu Ghraib case

BY DAVID RISING
The Associated Press

MANNHEIM, Germany — A
US. military policewoman ac-
cused in the Abu Ghraib prison
abuse scandal had the charges
against her reduced Wednesday
as a set of pretrial hearings
wrapped up at an American base
in Germany.

The decision by military prose-
cutors could significantly reduce
jail time for Spc. Megan Ambuhl
— one of seven Army reservists
charged with abuse of Iraqi pris-
oners — if she is found guilty.

Two counts of cruelty and mal-
treatment and one of conspiracy
had been added after the investi-
gation against Ambuhl was com-
pleted, a step her lawyers argued
was improper and added a possi-
ble three more years of prison
time.

Prosecutors had said Monday
they would reopen the Article 32
hearing, the military equivalent

of a grand jury investigation. But
prosecutor Capt. Christopher
Graveline told a pretrial hearing
Wednesday the government had
changed its mind.

Ambuhl, of Centreville, Va.,
now faces a possible 7% years in
prison if convicted on one count
of conspiracy, dereliction of duty,
cruelty and maltreatment and in-
decent acts.

The hearing made plain that
she is mainly accused of failing to
intervene or report abuse at the
prison outside Baghdad.

“All the charges that remain be-
fore the court are complacency
and failure to act or report,” her
military lawyer, Capt. Jennifer
Crawford, said in court.

“Spc. Ambuhl is charged basi-
cally with inactivity or failure to
act,” she said. “A natural reaction
for a lay person would be: ‘I
would have done something.” ”

Crawford asked the court to ap-
prove a civilian prison psycholo-
gist as an expert witness, who she

Spc. Megan Ambuhl

said could help persuade a jury
how the conditions at the prison
might have affected her client’s
judgment.

Judge Col. James Pohl rejected
her request for the specific ex-
pert, but said if the government
could not provide an acceptable
military counterpart in the com-
ing weeks he would reconsider
the motion.

Defense says Marine
too sick, weak to have

fatally hurt Iraqi POW

BY ROBERT JABLON
The Associated Press

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. —
A Marine accused of karate-kick-
ing a handcuffed Iragi POW who
later died believed it was his role
to show prisoners “who’s boss”
and to soften them up for interroga-
tion, a prosecutor said Tuesday as
the court-martial got under way.

But defense attorneys said dur-
ing opening arguments that Sgt.
Gary Pittman was too sick at the
time Nagem Hatab was injured to
have harmed him.

Pittman, 40, could get two years
in a military prison if found guilty
of assault and dereliction of duty in
what is believed to be the first
court-martial connected to the
death of a prisoner in Iraq.

Prosecutor Maj. Leon Frances
told the jury of nine Marine offic-
ers that an kneed, kicked and
punched Hatab and other Iraqi
prisoners “just as a reprisal and

just because he was angry with
them.”

Frances said that when an inter-
preter objected to Pittman’s ac-
tions, Pittman replied, “These pris-
oners need to know who's boss.”

Defense lawyer Capt. Anders
Folk argued that Pittman was suf-
fering from diarrhea and too weak
to injure Hatab. He suggested an-
other Marine, Lance Cpl. William
Roy, may have caused the injuries
when he allegedly grabbed the in-
mate by the throat.

Folk also said two Marines will
testify that Hatab did not complain
of any pain after the alleged as-
sault, and that a pathologist will tes-
tify Hatab’s injuries could not have
resulted from a single kick.

Hatab had been rumored to be
an official of Saddam Hussein’s
Baath Party and part of the am-
bush of a U.S. Army convoy that
left 11 soldiers dead and led to the
capture of Pfc. Jessica Lynch and
five others.
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Escort: Duty puts unit in line of fire

ESCORT, FROM PAGE 4

having a positive effect on quell-
ing street violence, at least in
Baghdad, he said.

But escort duty remains a dan-
gerous job.

The " platoon’s most
fight came on
June 28, a day
none of the sol-
diers say they will
ever forget.

Four Humvees
were  protecting
two civilian vehi-
cles full of US.
marshals _travel-
ing outside of
Baghdad.

The  soldiers
were braced for
trouble: A police
station  nearby
had been burned
the previous day, said Staff Sgt.
Michael Medina.

Intelligence reports suggested
the locals were still restless.

“Suddenly, all hell broke
loose,” Medina said.

The two Humvees in the rear
were hit by a roadside bomb. As
the smoke cleared, one of the
stunned gunners spotted a man in
a tree preparing to fire a rock-
et-propelled grenade. He immedi-
ately started firing.

intense

&k The bu
go any farther
. Bvery si
one of my
gunners got a
kill that day.??

Michael Medina

Medina said he was in the front
vehicle and “was on the radio, ask-
ing what was happening, and all I
could hear was shooting.”

Seconds later, the two front ve-
hicles got the same treatment as
the soldiers in the rear as an IED
exploded.

“It was a
set-up,” said Staff
Sgt. Otis Black.

In the second ve-
hicle, Gross’ driv-
er passed out mo-
mentarily,  and
then came to as
the gunner began
to scan for targets.

“Suddenly  we
saw a double-deck-
er bus go by,
Gross said. “We
thought that was
pretty strange, be-
cause it was head-
ing into a mess, not away. Then
we saw about eight AK-47s stick-
ing out the windows.”

The rear vehicle gunners
turned their sites on the bus and
“Z-patterned it,” spraying it with
fire.

“The bus didn’t go any farther
after that,” Medina said. “Every
single one of my gunners got a kill
that day
E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

didn’t

ngle

Staff Sgt.
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Crews: No room for fear
during risky recovery

CREWS, FROM PAGE 4

buildings.

“I looked at [Zamora] and said, ‘OK, it's time to
party,” ” Benn said. “He knew what I meant. We already
had a plan.”

The pair took a deep breath, opened the doors of their
armored sanctuary and slipped into the firestorm. They
raced to the crippled Humvee and began attaching it to
the winch of “Hookah.”

They worked as fast as they could.

“It took us about seven minutes” to get the vehicle
ready to tow, Benn said. “That’s hot. That's really hot.
Normally, with no pressure, it would be 10 or 15 min-
utes.”

Busy as they were fighting off the ambush, the soldiers
providing security couldn’t help but marvel at Benn and
Zamora's courage.

“All the guys who were watching were really im-
pressed,” said Staff Sgt. Theodore Greer, of Compton,
Calif. “Bullets were flying over [Benn’s] head, but he just
kept working.”

Such bravery, however, is not only par for the course in
the well-seasoned battalion, it’s expected, the sergeants
said.

“As NCOs, we cannot show fear,” Greer said flatly, as
Benn and the other sergeants nodded in agreement. “The
minute we do show fear, our soldiers lose faith in us.”

Glitches cause

[raq visa delays

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A series of computer virus-
es and other technical glitches have flum-
moxed Iraq’s strict new visa policy, causing
foreigners dayslong delays before being
granted permission to enter the country.

“There are teething problems as you
might imagine,” Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Thamir al-Adhami said Wednesday.
“The officers are new and the systems are
very new.”

Until recently, Iraq was open to all com-
ers. With the exception of visitors from Iran
— who were required by cupation offi-
cials to obtain visas in March — anyone who
flashed a passport was waved into the coun-
try with no restrictions.

But early this month, Iraq launched a tight
visa policy, requiring all foreigners other
than contractors working on rebuilding
projects to get a visa before arriving.

The policy is an attempt to bolster security
in Iraq by cataloguing the names, photos and
occupations of foreigners entering and leav-
ing the country, al-Adhami said. Iraqis have
long complained that the relative ease of
entry has led to an influx of foreign fighters,
criminals and intelligence agents.

Now, some travelers applying for visas in
Iraq’s clutch of foreign embassies have been
they must fax or e-mail copies of their
assports directly to Iraq’s foreign ministry

D
in Baghdad, then wait for permission to be
sent to the embassy.
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Law would allow long-distance weddings

BY DIANNA MARDER
AND DAVID SWANSON
Knight Ridder Newspapers

PHILADELPHIA — Oh, the
things we do for love.

When US. Marine 2nd Lt
Tommy Cogan, a 23-year-old nice
guy from Philadelphia now serv-
ing in Iraq, and Theresa Elizabeth
Arnold fell in love last year, no one
imagined it would take an act of
the California Legislature for them
to marry.

But it will.

Before the legislative session ad-
journs Friday, both the state Sen-
ate and Assembly are expected to
overwhelmingly pass a bill that
would let military men and women
serving overseas in combat marry
their stateside sweethearts by

Proxy.

No wedding date has been set,
but all concerned are hoping the
ceremony can happen before the
bride gives birth.

She’s due at the end of Septem-
ber — and it’s a girl.

Hence the urgency. Cogan can’t
just leave his duty in Iraq. And
until now, California law has de-
‘manded that the groom be present.

So Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger

BY APPOINTM '

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH I
MANUFACTURERS OF CHINAAND
PORCELAIN THE ROYAL WORCESTER
PORCELAIN COMPANY WORCESTER

ROYAL
WORCESTER

Established 1751

California legislation would make it possible
for Marine in Iraq to marry fiancee by proxy

is expected to sign the bill, and
there is speculation the governor
may even stand in for the groom at
the wedding.

‘Lose my number, pal’

Tommy Cogan is a platoon lead-
er in Echo Company, Second Bat-
talion, Fourth Marine Regiment,
which since March has been in Ra-
madi, on the main road between
Baghdad and Jordan. A Sunni
stronghold, it is among the most
dangerous places in Irag, and this
Marine battalion has suffered the
most casualties in the war.

Tommy Cogan joined the Ma-
rines after graduating from col-
lege in New York. He was in Quan-
tico, Va., for training when he met
Theresa.

“They were in a bar,” his father
began. He likes to tell this story be-
cause it shows Theresa’s strength.

“Tommy comes in feeling good
and he talks to Theresa and gets

her phone number. Now he’s think-
ing he’s hot stuff, so he walks
around to another part of the bar
and starts talking to another girl.
“Well, Theresa saw that and she
came over and said, ‘Lose my num-
ber, pal’ — and walked out.
“Tommy was shocked. But that
intrigued him. He gave up on the
second girl and he and Theresa
have been together ever since.”

Finding a way

Theresa Arnold, 23, knows
Army life. Born in Germany,
where her father was stationed,
she lived in Hawaii and Indiana be”
fore the family settled down in Fre-
dericksburg, Va.

She was celebrating her 22nd
birthday with a girlfriend the
night she met Cogan and discov-
ered their mutual interest in the
military.

She was majoring in administra-
tion of justice at George Mason
University.
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The two talked about marriage
early on and he made sure his par-
ents met her before he left in No-
'vember 2003 for Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

As soon as her semester ended,
Theresa drove out to be with
Cogan and he surprised her with
an engagement ring.

“He proposed,” she said,
moment I got there.”

In February, Cogan left for Iraq,
and soon after, Theresa learned
she was carrying his child. Al
though he is slated to return from
Iraq late next month, Cogan
knows he could be delayed, or
worse.

“In his letters, he said he was
nervous about being a father,”
Theresa said. “And he told me to
find a way for us to get married
right away.”

“the

‘Let’s change the law’

As San Diego Superior Court
Judge Jan Goldsmith, a former
member of the state assembly,
tells it, the would-be bride came
into the courthouse in late June.
She was looking for a judge to con-
duct her wedding ceremony and
was told it could not happen with-
out the groom.

When Goldsmith caught wind of
the bride and groom’s situation, he
was appalled.

“T said, ‘Let’s change the law —
that’s ridiculous!” Goldsmith re-
called.

It didn’t seem right, he said, that
the nation asking Cogan to risk his
life should deny him the opportuni-
ty to marry in time to give his
chlld the security of medical bene-

No one seems to know why the
question of proxy marriage for mil-
itary men and women had not pre-
sented itself forcefully before.

Only three states — Texas, Colo-
rado and Montana — allow any
form of proxy marriage.

The deadline for introducing
bills was in February, but Gold-
smith got the ranking Republican,
Sen. James L. Brulte, and Senate
President Pro Tem John Burton, a
Democrat, to coauthor the legisla-
tion.

“It was a logistical nightmare,”
said Tom Sheehy, Brulte’s legisla-
tive aide. “I told Brulte: ‘This can’t
happen.” He said: ‘Tom, get it
done.” "

California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger is expected to
sign a bill that would permit 2nd
Lt. Tommy Cogan to wed his
fiancee by proxy before the birth
of their first child. There is specu-
lation Schwarzenegger will stand
in for the groom at the ceremony.

Officially, Schwarzenegger’s of-
fice has no comment on whether
he will sign the bill, let alone stand
in for the groom. But Goldsmith
trusts that the governor will sign
it. Nearly everyone who hears
about this volunteers to stand in
for the groom.

can't believe the governor
would turn down that photo oppor-
tunity,” said Goldsmith, who is
among the volunteers.

Only one regret

In May, just after his company
experienced some of its heaviest
losses in combat, Cogan got letters
from fourth graders at Chester A.
Arthur elementary school, where
his father teaches kindergarten.

The students wanted to know if
he was scared or hungry. What is
it like to be in combat, they asked?
As a leader, how do you feel when
your men get killed?

“During the firefights I didn’t
have time to think about it,” Cogan
wrote back. “But when the dust
settles it really hits home.

“I lost some great Marines and
my best friend. ... It hurt pretty
bad picking up their bodies and
taking them to get sent home.

“The hardest part is writing to
their families. I always wonder if
they blame me for what has hap-
pened.

“My only regret,” he wrote, “is
not being there for my future
child’s birth.”

icy was reversed.

chronic, officials said.

Cap flap for female Air Force squadron head

TUCSON, Ariz. — Lt. Col. Martha McSally, the first female head
of an Air Force fighter squadron, may have her head in the clouds
— but it's her hat that has gotlen her in trouble.

McSally, 38, wore a men’s flight cap during her installation cere-
mony as head of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base's 354th Fighter
Squadron in July. Wearing the men’s cap, which runs straight
across the forehead rather than angling down toward the eyebrows,
is forbidden for women under U.S. Air Force rules.

McSally previously won a case accusing the Defense Department
of discrimination for forcing her to wear the long, black cloak worn
by Muslim women when traveling off-base in Saudi Arabia. The pol-

Senior Master Sgt. Jacqueline Dean, chief of the board which
oversees the dress code, said the regulations updated in early July
specifically ban women from wearing the men’s flight cap.

But dress code violations are rarely punished unless they are

From The Associated Press
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Final closing time at bar upsets patrons

Popular Patch Barracks watering hole Backlot to
shut down in October for financial, safety reasons

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — The way the regulars
see it, they're going to pave paradise and put up a
parking lot.

“They've been trying to close this place for years;
now théy’re trying to do it on the sneaky side,” said
Jerry Stottlemyre, who has been patronizing the
Backlot, a watering hole at
Patch Barracks, on and off for
30 years.

The bar is to close in October
for financial and safety rea-
sons, according to an e-mailed
response from the 6th Area Sup-
port Group, which oversees op-
eration of the pub. The site is
scheduled to be demolished in
January, and a parking lot put
in its place.

Patrons said they learned the
Backlot was closing from the
‘man who maintains its slot machines. He informed
the patrons that the machines were being moved to
the nearby Patch Community Club.

“They [base officials] are going to hurt them-
selves,” Stottlemyre said. “All they’re going to do is
upset a lot of people because the atmosphere here
[at the Backlot] is completely different than the
other two clubs [at Patch].”

The Backlot has operated at a loss of $146,000
over the past three years, according to the ASG. The
loss does not include its lucrative slot-machine reve-
nue, which the ASG called “by far the highest” of
any establishment on base.

According to the 6th ASG, the community club
lost $89,000 over the same three-year period, while
a third Patch drinking i the Swabian

Stottlemyre

The Backlot bar also required $544,000 in repairs
to its electric and fire-safety systems to stay open,
according to the ASG. That money would be better
spent on other services, it said.

Backlot customers said the base has been pouring
money for years into the Swabian, a former officers
club, and the community club, where two restau-
rants have failed in the past five years.

The Backlot’s kitchen was closed five years ago
by the 6th ASG.

“When they had lunches here, there’d be a line
out the door,” Stottlemyre said.

Despite the loss of the kitchen, the Backlot kept
chugging along. Patrons built a patio in back and a
small conference room inside. They painted the
place and installed heat, air-conditioning and ex-
haust systems.

The kitchen opened for parties to celebrate pro-
motions, departures and retirements. No one was
charged to bring food and use the Kitchen; they just
had to clean up afterward.

Inside, flags from different states donated by pa-
trons hang from the ceiling. Harley-Davidson mem-
orabilia and state license plates decorate the place,
too. An American Legion wall has pictures of all the
presidents from Harry S. Truman through George
W. Bush. Certificates of appreciation from past
fund-raisers line the walls.

For the past 22 years, the local American Legion
has served pancake breakfasts on Sunday morn-

s.

Plans are for the fund-raising pancake breakfasts
and profitable slot machines to be moved to the com-
munity club around the corner, according to Gary
Miller, a retired Air Force master sergeant from
Buffalo, N.Y., and a Backlot patron.

“If they had started putting money into [the Back-
lot] and stopped putting it into the other places " he
said, “maybe it would be a different story.”

Special Events Center, made a profit of $22,000.

E-mail Charlie Coon at: coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Aviano baseball tourney
big hit with youth teams

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes
The Backlot bar at Patch Barracks in Stuttgart, Germany, which has
been in business since the 1960s, is being closed by base officials,
who cited financial and safety reasons.
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BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy —
Baseball’s popularity is growing
in Italy, and Americans found
that out firsthand last weekend.

Volunteers organized a two-day
tournament for youths at Aviano
last week and, according to orga-
nizers, about 300 Italian and
American players and family
members showed up.

“I had to turn down six other
teams that wanted to come,” said
Tech. Sgt. Bruce Brown, one of
the organizers.

As it was, four Italian teams
played with a team of American
counterparts in the 10- to 12-
year-old age bracket, and three
teams squared off against a group
of 13- to 16-year-old Americans.

None of those participating —
including the Americans — are af-
filiated with Little League base-
ball, which is currently holding
its World Series in the States.

Brown said many Italian com-
munities have youth baseball
teams. Teams from Aviano have
been playing them and traveling
to their tournaments since shortly

after the 31st Fighter Wing acti-
vated in Aviano in 1994. Over the
years, teams from Aviano have
also played against squads from
the Czech Republic, Croatia and
Slovenia.

Brown said there were a host of
logistical factors in hosting a tour-
nament on base. Fields were not a
problem: The base has six, which
are set to host the U.S. Air Forces
in Europe and Army-Air Force
softball championships in the
next two weeks.

But getting the Italians on base,
getting them sheltered in the near-
by gym during a downpour Satur-
day and setting up a giant potluck
dinner all provided challenges.

Because of the inclement weath-
er Saturday, most games were
played Sunday, with an Italian
team from San Lorenzo winning
the younger category and a squad
from Trieste grabbing the crown
for older players.

Brown said organizers hope to
hold the tournament again next
July and, if logistics can be
worked out, invite more teams to
participate.

E-mail Kent Harris at:
harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Vogelweh AAFES to give away Harley on Sept. 19

BY TERRY BOYD
Stars and Stripes

BAUMHOLDER, Germany —
Dreaming of riding Europe’s
winding back roads, your Harley
rumbling steadily through the
curves?

At the worst, you have a
1-in-10,000 chance of living the
fantasy.

Army and Air Force Exchange
Service and Air Force groups at
Ramstein Air Base are giving
away a new Harley-Davidson on
Sept. 19, at the Vogelweh AAFES
New Cars Sales as a charity
fund-raiser.

Milwaukee-based Har-
ley-Davidson Motor Co. is donat-
ing a motorcycle to AAFES’ New
Car Sales, said Steve Kyle, ser-
vice business manager.

In turn, three Air Force organi-
zations — Chiefs’ Group, First

Sergeants Council and the Compa-
ny Grade Officers’ Council — are
helping sell 10,000 chances for $1
each, Kyle said. Proceeds will go
to three Air Force charities: Ram-
stein Area Chiefs’ Group Scholar-
ship Program, Holiday Cheer and
Friends of Family Support.

Last March, for a motorcyle
giveaway in April, ticket sales —
which raised $8,000 after printing
costs — were conducted only at
Ramstein and Kaiserslautern Mil-
itary Community/Vogelweh.

This fall’s event will expand to
Baumbholder, Kyle said. It will be
the first time AAFES has had two
such raffles in one year; the one
earlier this year was the ninth an-
nual Harley giveaway, he said.

“We added another this year.
New Car Sales kind of twisted
Harley’s arm to give a second
bike because we have so many
troops returning” from deploy-

ments in Iraq, Kyle said. Troops
assigned to the 2nd Brigade and
Division Artillery of the 1st Ar-
mored Division returned in June
to Baumholder from a 15-month
Iraq deployment.

Tickets go on sale at the Baum-
holder post exchange this week-
end. Kyle predicted chances will
sell out before the September
drawing. “We've still got a couple
of good weekends,” he said.

Those weekends include the Of-
ficers Wives Club Bazaar at Ram-
stein the weekend of the drawing.
The bazaar typically draws thou-
sands of people from across the
U.S. military community.

The April Harley giveaway,
supported by the Army Sergeants
Major Association, raised money
for Special Olympics and the Fish-
er House Foundatic

E-mail Terry Boyd
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Courtesy of the Army and Air Force Exchange Service

A huge crowd showed up for the annual Harley-Davidson giveaway in
April at the Vogelweh shopping complex in Kaiserslautern, Germany. A
second giveaway, a first for AAFES, will be held in September.

Chief petty officer dropped one pay rate for drunken driving

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — A
Navy chief petty officer was dropped a
pay rate after admitting during a
court-martial hearing Wednesday that he
was drunk when he backed his vehicle
into a pier security barricade.

Chief Petty Officer Nikita R. Riles, an in-
formation fechnician in Rota, pleaded
guilty to driving with a blood-alcohol read-
ing of 0.21, more than twice the legal limit.

He told the Navy judge, Capt. Dave
White, that on June 19 he went bar-hop-
ping with a friend, whose ship was making
a port visit. After driving to the city of El
Puerto de Santa Maria and to another bar

in Rota, he dropped his friend off at the
base pier. When he put his Isuzu Rodeo in
reverse to leave, he ran into the concrete
barrier.

He stopped, surveyed the damage and
drove away, he said. But secunty guards
at the pier called base police, who app:
hended Riles. Patrol officers testified that

iles was traveling around 60 mph down a
main base road.

The defense attorney, Lt. Scott Stoebner,
estimated Riles would lose $90,000 in re-
tirement pay over a 20-year period because
of the reduction. Riles, who joined the
Navy at 17, is two years from retirement.

Two other related charges were
dropped during the hearing.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Twin airliners crash in Russia; 89 killed

Security authorities investigate whether terrorism is a possibility

BY MIKE ECKEL

The Associated Press

BUCHALKI, Russia — Russian
emergency workers searched
heaps of twisted metal and tall
grass Wednesday for clues about
what caused two airliners to
plunge to earth within minutes of
each other, killing all 89 people
aboard. Officials said one jet sent
a hijack distress signal, raising
fears terrorists had struck.

Flight recorders from both
planes were found and taken to
Moscow for investigation,
ITAR-Tass reported, indicating
the question of what caused the
twin disasters soon could be an-
swered.

Russian security authorities
said that explosives specialists
were still working at the scene of
the crashes. They reported that
terrorism remained a possible
cause, although there was no evi-
dence so far that terrorists were
behind the tragedies.

Federal ~Security  Service
spokesman Sergei Ignatchenko
said investigators were still ques-
tioning airport officials and air-
line and security employees at Do-
modedovo Airport, from which
both flights left 45 minutes apart.

The airport on Moscow’s far
south side operates a single termi-
nal that serves both international
and domestic flights. Both flights
were serviced at and left from the
domestic section.

The service, known as the FSB,
is a successor agency to the KGB.

Officials there said they were
investigating other possibilities
such as technical failures, the use
of poor quality fuel, breaches of
fueling regulations and pilot
error. Rain and thunder was re-
ported in the regions where both
crashes occurred.

Rebels fighting a protracted
war for Chech-

Volgograd is an industrial city
on the Volga River and was for-
merly known as Stalingrad. It was
the scene of one of World War II's
bloodiest battles, in which the Rus-
sians turned back German troops
that were advancing on oil fields
at the Caspian Sea.

Putin returned to Moscow on

nya, the troubled southern Rus-
sian province, have been blamed
for a series of terror strikes that
have claimed hundreds of lives in
Russia in recent years. But rebel
representative Akhmed Zakayev
told Russia’s Ekho Moskvy radio
from London that Chechen forces
and  rebel leader  Aslan
Maskhadov were not connected
to the crashes.

Russian officials had expressed
concern that separatists in the
war-ravaged republic might
carry out attacks ahead of a re-
gional election Sunday to replace
its pro-Moscow president who
was killed in a May bombing.

A Sibir airlines Tu-154 jet, car-
rying 46 people, took off from
Moscow’s newly redeveloped Do-
modedovo airport at 9:35 p.m.
Tuesday and the other plane, a
Tu-134 carrying 43 people, left 40
minutes later, according to
state-run Rossiya television. The
Tu-134 was headed to the south-
ern city of Volgograd, while the
other plane was flying to the
Black Sea resort city of Sochi,
where President Vladimir Putin
is vacationing.

vening and met with
chief prosecutor Vladimir Usti-
nov, who told him authorities
‘were considering terrorism, tech-
nical problems or human error as
possible causes of the crashes.
Putin announced that Thursday
would be a day of mourning, the
Interfax news agency reported.

The planes disappeared from
radar screens about 11:00 p.m.,
and by early Wednesday morn-
ing, the wreckage of both had
been found — with no survivors.
Domodedovo airport said in a
statement that both planes “went
through the standard procedure
of preparation for flight .. [and]
the procedures were carried out
properly.”

Uncertainty over the cause of
the crashes came after Sibir
(which means Siberia) said that it
‘was notified that its jet had activat-
ed a hijack or seizure signal short-
ly before disappearing from radar
screens. Officials said the crew of
the other plane gave no indication
that anything was wrong, but wit-
nesses on the ground reported
hearing a series of explosions.

“There were three loud bangs
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on the window, like someone
knocking,” said Nikolai Gor-
okhov, a local resident who was in
his home at the time of the crash.

Security was tightened at Ru
sian airports, where extra securi-
ty officers and sniffer dogs were

Russian airliners
go down

ARussian airliner crashed and
another broke up in the air
Tuesday night after taking off
from Moscow's Domodedovo
airport, killing all people aboard.

called in to check -
luggage, as well as other lrans- %&m I/'I‘m“:g 3‘"'"?’
port hubs and public places. M osey crashe;’j‘;‘;?
At _about the same time the BEL{E e Buchaki
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Moscow, officials said. UKRAINE KAZ
ITAR-Tass reported that the au- \i 2
thorities believe the Tu-134 fell ) . ~
from an altitade of 32,800 feet, |/ ey E A0SOV 3
Wreckage of the Sochi-bound Tutsdjetwihd6on 43, &
Tu-154 was found in the Rostov board went missing near (\‘%‘ \
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Paris recalls euphorla of WWII

BY ELAINE GANLEY
The Associated Press

PARIS — Paris turned back the clock
‘Wednesday for a grandiose fete to remem-
ber the tears, the joy and the euphoria that
heralded the liberation of the French capi-
tal 60 years ago as it threw off the shackles
of Nazi occupation.

Ceremonies expected to draw thousands
of people into the streets began with six
firefighters hoisting the French tricolor
atop the Eiffel Tower, re-enacting the emo-
tional moments of Aug. 25, 1944, when the
national flag was again displayed after
four years of German rule.

Recreating the moment was intended to
honor the six firefighters who carried out
the dramatic gesture on liberation day.

When the Nazis first marched into town,
they ordered the flag pulled down. The
man who reluctantly followed Nazi orders
and took it down on June 13, 1940, was
Capt. Lucien Sarniguet — and he had
vowed to raise it again one day.

“He swore that he would be the one to
put it back up. He kept his word,” said
Sarniguet’s daughter, Jeanne-Marie Bado-
che, 77, who attended the ceremony with
her family. “For four long years, he waited
for that day.”

Sarniguet had a flag fashioned out of

Firefighters dressed in World War Il uniforms Wednesday reenacted the hoisting of the

French flag atop the Eiffel Tower done on Aug, 25, 1944, upon France

liberation from

Nazi Germany. Ceremonies marked the 60th anniversary of the liberation.

dyed sheets and hid it during the Nazi occu-
pation so the Germans wouldn’t find it, she
said.

Pierre Noel, one of two surviving fire-

fighters out of the original six, attended
Wednesday’s ceremony, proudly display-
ing a chest full of medals. He received the
City of Paris’ highest honor — the Grand

liberation

Vermeil Medal — from Mayor Bertrand
Delanoe.

Paris also was honoring its liberators —
Resistance fighters who took their clandes-
tine battle to the streets and French and
American soldiers whose military might as-
sured victory.

Paris — shamed, hungry and on its
knees for four years during World War IT

was s on liberation day,
spared Adolf Hlller 's threat of demolition.

The main ceremony of the multifaceted
commemoration was to be held at City Hall
late Wednesday, with President Jacques
Chirac paying tribute to veterans and Resis-
tance fighters before 4,000 guests.

With the liberation, “Paris again became
a city of light,” said noted director Jerome
Savary, who enlisted 1,000 Parisians for
celebrations that are to crisscross the city
and end with a street ball.

Solemnity also was in order. More than
1,400 Parisians — including 582 civilians
— were killed in street battles, according
to the Jean Moulin Museum. Some 3,200
Nazis were killed.

At the Place de la Concorde, Chirac paid
special tribute to Gen. Phlllppe Leclerc’s
2nd Armored Division, greeting some 600
soldiers — including 100 veterans — who,
starting Tuesday, retraced the soldiers’
journey into the capital.

e would ¥

for ope:ah
Medical Center ™

o
\vauv"‘EE 5
(e Geo

w—

5“'3’” - gional

Landstuh! B

.LarSales

T ]

SOLDIERS CAN CHASE DOWN
THE MOST ELUSIVE TARGETS.
LIKE THEIR OWN DREAMS.

There are thousands of good reasons to reenlist.
SPC Jamie Kedrowicz did it for his future. His plan
is to take the real-life training he s received here e
on to an illustrious career with one of the finest law ~ *
enforcement agencies in the land. He knows that
after proving he can fight hard for his country, these
agencies will find themselves fighting over him.




PAGE 14

- STARS AND STRIPES

Thursday, August 26, 2004

Mark Thatcher charged in alleged coup plot

Margaret Thatcher’s son reportedly provided financing to overthrow African government

BY ELLIOTT SYLVESTER
The Associated Press

CAPE TOWN, South Africa —
Mark Thatcher, the son of former
British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher, was arrested Wednes-
day and charged with helping to
finance a foiled plot to overthrow
the government of oil-rich Equato-
rial Guinea.

Thatcher, a
51-year-old
| businessman
who has lived
in South Afri-
ca since 2002,
was_ arrested
at his Cape
Town home
shortly after
7 am. and
taken before
the Wynberg
Magistrate’s
Court, where he was charged
with violating South Africa’s For-
eign Military Assistance Act.

“We have evidence, credible ev-
idence, and information that he
was involved in the attempted
coup,” police spokesman Sipho
Ngwema said before the arraign-
ment. “We refuse that South Afri-
ca be a springboard for coups in
Africa and elsewhere.”

Thatcher was placed under
house arrest and given until Sept.
8 to post bail of 2 million rands, or
nearly $300,000.

Defense lawyer Peter Hodes
said Thatcher was arrested on
suspicion of providing financing
for a helicopter linked to the coup
plot. “He will plead not guilty,”
Hodes said.

Thatcher’s court appearance
was delayed when he was robbed
of his shoes, jacket and cell phone
in a crowded holding cell, accord-
ing to a court official who wit-
nessed the attack. Thatcher did
not appear to have been injured
and police were seeking to recov-
er the items, the witness said.

Thatcher, who has a twin sister
and is the only son of Lady
Thatcher and the late Denis
Thatcher, was in his pajamas
‘when police arrived at his home
in the upscale suburb of Constan-
tia and he was allowed to take a
shower before they began examin-
ing his records and computers,
Ngwema said.

Thatcher is accused of helping
finance a plot to oust President
Teodoro Obiang of Equatorial
Guinea, which authorities say
was foiled in March. “We believe
Mr. Thatcher assisted in finance
and logistics,” Ngwema said.

Equatorial Guinea, Africa’s
third-largest oil producer, put 19
people on trial this week for the al-
leged plot. One other defendant
died in custody under suspicious
circumstances. Seventy other ac-
cused mercenaries are on trial
separately in Zimbabwe.

At the trial, a lawyer represent-
ing the government said the coun-
try would be interested in extra-
diting Thatcher. But no arrest
warrant has been announced.

The 19 on trial

Thatcher

since Monday are charged with at-
tempting to assassinate a head of
state, illegal possession of arms
and explosives, terrorism, trea-
son and endangering the public.
A lead defendant, South Afri-
can arms dealer Nick du Toit, tes-
tified Wednesday that he attend-
ed a July 2003 meeting in South

Africa with Thatcher and Simon
Mann of Britain, who is on trial in
Zimbabwe as the alleged head of
the plot.

But Thatcher only showed inter-
est in buying military helicopters
for a mining enterprise in Sudan,
said du Toit, who faces the death
penalty for his alleged role in the

plot. “This was a normal business
deal,” du Toit testified.

Obiang’s 25-year-old regime —
accused by the U.S. State Depart-
ment and others of torture and
other abuses — is at the center of
an oil boom in the Gulf of Guinea.
The region is estimated to hold 10
percent of the world’s oil re-

serves, and some of its most cor-
rupt governments.

Since the development of Equa-
torial Guinea’s oil industry began
in the mid-1990s, the rain-soaked
nation of just 500,000 people has
enjoyed one of the fastest econom-
ic growth rates in the world, at up
to 70 percent a year.
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IN THE STATES

Report supports
Kerry boat story

BY MATT KELLEY

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Navy
task force overseeing John Ker-
ry’s swift boat squadron in Viet-
nam reported that his group of
boats came under enemy fire dur-
ing a March 13, 1969, incident
that three decades later is being

D i

Thurlow, said Tuesday he stood
by his assertion that there was no
enemy fire that day.

Thurlow, the commander of an-
other boat who also won a Bronze
Star, said task force commanders
probably relied on the initial re-
port of the incident. Thurlow says
Kerry wrote that report.

The part of thou-

the
presidential nominee’s critics.

The March 18, 1969, weekly re-
port from Task Force 115, which
was located by The Associated
Press during a search of Navy ar-
chives, is the latest document to
surface that supports Kerry’s de-
scription of an event for which he
won a Bronze Star and a third
Purple Heart.

The Task Force report twice
mentions the incident five days
earlier and both times calls it “an
enemy initiated firefight” that in-
cluded automatic weapons fire
and underwater mines used
against a group of five boats that
included Kerry’s.

Task Force 115 was command-
ed at the time by retired Rear
Adm. Roy Hoffmann, the founder
of the group Swift Boat Veterans
for Truth, which has been run-
ning ads challenging Kerry’s ac-
count of the episode.

A member of the group, Larry

VAR
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sands of pages of records housed
at the Naval Historical Center, is
one of several that say Kerry and
other servicemen were shot at
from the banks of the Bay Hap
River on March 13, 1969. The As-
sociated Press located the docu-
ment Tuesday during a search of
available records.

Earlier this month, Swift Boat
Veterans for Truth aired a televi-
sion ad claiming Kerry lied about
the circumstances surrounding
his medals. Several members of
the group who were aboard near-
by boats that March 13 said in the
ad and in affidavits that there was
no enemy gunfire during the inci-
dent.

The anti-Kerry group has not
produced any official Navy docu-
ments supporting that claim, how-
ever. The man Kerry rescued,
Jim Rassmann, and the crew of
Kerry’s boat all say there was
gunfire from both banks of the
river at the time.

Democratic presidential nominee Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., left, appears on Comedy Central's “The Daily
Show with Jon Stewart” on Tuesday night. Kerry joked about holding his inauguration on the show.

Kerry makes fake news debut

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — After weeks of charge and coun-
tercharge in the presidential campaign, comedian
Jon Stewart tried Tuesday to get to the bottom of the
debate over Democrat John Kerry’s military ser-
vice in Vietham.

“Iwatch a lot of the cable news shows, so I under-
stand that you were never in Vietnam,” asked Stew-
art, host of Comedy Central’s “The Daily Show.”

“That's what I understand, too, but I'm trying to
find out what happened,” Kerry joked.

As Kerry launched into one of his lengthy mono-
logues about why President Bush avoids talking
about issues like the economy, jobs and the environ-
ment, the comedian interrupted.

“I'm sorry,” Stewart said. “Were you or were you
not in Cambodia?”

Stewart and Kerry then leaned in to stare each
other down over the comedian’s desk before Stew-
art asked about some of the other things Kerry’s op-
ponents are saying about him.

“Are you the number one most liberal senator in
the Senate?” he asked, joking about claims that
Kerry is “more liberal than Karl Marx, apparently.”

“No,” Kerry answered.

Stewart also sought answers to another hard-hit-
ting question: “Is it true that every time I use ketch-
up, your wife gets a nickel?” The candidate’s wife,
Teresa Heinz Kerry, is heir to the Heinz food for-
tune.

“Would that it were,” Kerry said.

hen the conversation turned serious, Stewart
asked Kerry how he would counter Bush’s ability in
debates to turn issues into a choice between his posi-
tion and the opposition.

Kerry said the debates would be a challenge.
“The president has won every debate he’s ever
had,” Kerry said.

Kerry offered an interesting observation on life as
a presidential candidate.

“Youw'd be amazed at the number of people who
want to introduce themselves to you in the men’s
room,” he said. “It’s the most bizarre part of this en-
tire thing.”

Here's a chance to voice
your opinion on the
Army way of life. . .

including housing; relocation; paid
and volunteer work; children;
health care; morale, welfare and
recreation; deployments and other
issues with the Army-wide survey
on spouse attitudes.

Complete the survey and fine-tune the programs that
serve Army families. This year, survey participants will
3 MWR'.‘ also have the option of completing the survey online.
Check out www.armymwr.com for details,

CAT GOT YOUR TONGUE?
WELL .. THE BARK STOPS HERE!

The Associated Press

Bush election lawyer quits

Ginsberg’s  acknowledgment
Tuesday evening that he was pro-

WASHINGTON — An election
lawyer for President Bush who
also has been advising a veterans
group running TV ads against
Democrat John Kerry resigned
Wednesday from Bush’s cam-

“I cannot begin to express my
sadness that my legal representa-
tions have become a distraction
from the critical issues at hand in
this election,” Benjamin Ginsberg
wrote in a resignation letter to
Bush released by the campaign.

“I feel I cannot let that contin-
ue, so I have decided to resign as
national wunsel to your campaign
to ensure e giving of leg:
advice to decuraled ‘military veter-
ans, which was entirely within the
boundaries of the law, doesn’t dis-
tract from the real issues ... .”

WRUSSESTEQ EOTSTES

viding legal advice to the Swift
Boat Veterans for Truth marked
the second time in days that a per-
son  associated ~ with  the
Bush-Cheney campaign had been
connected to the group, which
Kerry accuses of being a front for
the Republican incumbent’s
re-election effort.

‘The Bush campaign and the vet-
erans’ group have said repeatedly
that there is no coordination.

Lawyers on the Democratic
side are also representing both
the campaign or party and outside
groups running ads in the presi-
dential race. Ginsberg’s dual role
has drawn attention because of an
ad the group ran accusing Kerry
of exaggerating his Vietnam War
record.

NEVaTUsed

Now faking orders for 2005 models

porschemilsales@aol.com
Cars International Tel. (0711) 911 7312
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Cheney’s gay marriage talk draws criticism

BY TODD DVORAK
The Associated Press

DAVENPORT, Iowa — Vice President
Dick Cheney, whose daughter Mary is a les-
bian, drew criticism from both proponents
and foes of gay marriage Tuesday after he
distanced himself from President Bush’s
call for a constitutional amendment to ban
same-sex marriage.

At a campaign rally in this Mi
River town, Cheney spoke. supportively
about gay relationships, saying “freedom
means freedom for everyone,” when asked
about his stand on gay marriage.

“Lynne and I have a gay daughter, so it's
an issue our family is very familiar with,”
Cheney told an audience that included his
daughter.

“The question that comes up with the

issue of marriage is,
what kind of official
sanction or approval
is going to be granted
by government? His-
torically, that’s been a
relationship that has
been handled by the
states. The states have
made that fundamen-
tal decision of what
constitutes a mar-
riage,” he said.

Bush backs a consti-
tutional amendment prohibiting gay mar-
riage, a move Cheney says was prompted
by various judicial rulings, including the
action in Massachusetts that made gay
marriage legal.

Cheney

Addressing Bush’s position on the
amendment, Cheney said: “At this point,
say, my own preference is as I've stated,
but the president makes policy for the ad-
ministration. He’s made it clear that he
does, in fact, support a constitutional
amendment on this issue.”

Those comments drew criticism from
the conservative Family Research Council,
with President Tony Perkins saying: “I
find it hard to believe the vice president
would stray from the administration’s posi-
tion on defense policy or tax policy. For
many pro-family voters, protecting tradi-
tional marriage ranks ahead of lhe econo-
my and job creation as a

show a stark difference with Bush’s efforts
“to put discrimination in the Constitution.”

“President Bush is feeling the heat. The
administration has been using gay Ameri
cans to drive a wedge into the electorate.
There are millions of American families
who have gay family members and friends,
who are offended by the president’s use of
discrimination,” Fisher said.

Cheney said the amendment did not
have the votes to pass, but he also said the
federal Defense of Marriage Act, which
President Clinton signed into law in 1996,
‘may be enough.

Sens. John Kerry of Massachusetts and
John Edwards of Nonh Carolina oppose

Steven Tisher, - spokesman' for the
Human Rights Campaign, a gay and lesbi-
an advocacy group, said Cheney’s remarks

candi-
ddtes also oppose gay mamage, but defend
a gay couple’s rights to the same legal pro-
tections as those conferred in marriage.

Study: Soda linked to weight gain, diabetes in women

BY ROB STEIN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON —  Women
who drink non-diet soda or fruit
punch every day gain weight
quickly and face a sharply elevat-
ed risk of getting diabetes, accord-
ing to a major study released
Tuesday.

The study of more than 50,000
U.S. nurses found that those who
drank just one soda or fruit
punch a day tended to gain much

more weight than those who
drank less than one a month, and
had more than an 80 percent in-
creased risk of developing the
most common form of diabetes.
The risk pertained to drinks
sweetened with either sugar or
high-fructose corn syrup.
Neither ~ diet soda  nor
non-sweetened fruit juices ap-
pear to carry the same risks, the
researchers found. Although the
study involved only women, the
researchers believed that the

risks also hold for men.

Other experts agreed, saying
the study represented a mile-
stone in the debate over soft
drink consumption, which has
skyrocketed in the past 20 years
in parallel with the rising obesity
epidemic.

The sugar and beverage indus-
tries said the study was funda-
mentally flawed. “The conclu-
sions from this study are scientifi-
cally unsound and they are at
odds with all that’s known in the

scientific community,” said Rich-
ard Adamson, vice president for
scientific and technical affairs at
the American Beverage Associa-
tion. “These allegations are in-
flammatory.

Any increased risk for diabetes
in the study could be attributed to
the weight the women gained, not
their sugar intake, said Charles
Baker, vice president for scientif-
ic affairs for the Sugar Associa-
tion.

women over an average of four
years found that the women who
gained the most weight were
those who increased their con-
sumption of non-diet drinks from
one or fewer per week to one or
more per day, the researchers
found.

In addition, those who had one
or more drinks containing sugar
or corn syrup per day were 83
percent more likely to develop
Type 2 diabetes, compared with
those who drank less than one

Data collected from 51,603

such drink per month.

| Settings
| Backlight
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Parked at
the park

Park Service tries
to keep tourists up
on road projects

BY BECKY BOHRER

The Associated Press

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL
PARK, Wyo. — Stuck in a long
line of vehicles near a construc-
tion site, Darby Long took the
delay in stride on a hot August
day. He reclined in his SUV, dan-
gled a foot out a window and tried
to catch a short nap.

“For me, this hasn’t been a big
deal,” said a slightly disheveled
Long, of Charleston, S.C., trying
to get a little hiking done at Yel-
lowstone. “There are worse plac-
es to be stuck.”

It may be the splendor and natu-
ral beauty that attract travelers
like Long to Yellowstone and
other national parks each sum-
mer. But it’s the road construc-
tion, the subsequent traffic delays
and long lines that often keep
them stalled.

Summer construction is a fact
of life for many national parks
and an inconvenience not all trav-

N

Motorcyclists pass the time talking to a road crew worker during a road construction stop in:
National Park, Wyo., recently. Summer road work often causes frustrating traffic jams at national parks.

elers take as well as Long.

Mindful of that, the Park Ser-
vice and some of the towns near
park entrances are trying to
make the construction a bit more
bearable.

They’re using r.ools like the In-
ternet and e-mail, and old-fash-
ioned methods like fliers and
word of mouth, to keep travelers
aware of roadwork and delays —
all in hope of keeping frustration
levels low.

Besides Yellowstone, where
three large road constructions

projects are under way, work has
begun on what’s expected to be
the largest overhaul in decades
on the famous Going-to-the-Sun
Road in Glacier National Park in
northwestern Montana.

In Grand Teton National Park
in Wyoming, crews are in the first
of a planned two-year, $5 million
project for 17 miles of major road
improvement. And work has also
begun on a stretch of the scenic
Beartooth Highway, near Yellow-
stone’s least-visited northeast
gate and the town of Cooke City,

Mont.

Yellowstone employees now
distribute road information fliers
with maps at park entrances.
Local business and tourism offi-
cials send faxes and e-mails to
motor clubs and other contacts.
And park concession workers pro-
vide information in park lodges
and in confirmations sent in ad-
vance to visitors who've booked
stays.

Lisa Murphy, a spokeswoman
for the Wyoming Department of
Transportation, said keeping the
public informed is crucial.

Drifter may be witness

SANTA ROSA, Calif. — A
21-year-old man who recently
left his Wisconsin home to roam
California has contacted police
after learning from media re-
ports that he was a potential wit-
ness in the mysterious shooting
deaths of two Christian camp
counselors.

Sonoma County detectives sent
out a statewide alert Tuesday
seeking licholas ~ Edw:
Scarseth, a skateboarder from
Chlppewa Falls, Wis., asa “poten-
tial witness” in the Killings.

Scarseth was stopped for violat-
ing a skateboarding ordinance
Friday — days before authorities
were seeking him — in Fort
Bragg, about 100 miles north of
Jenner. That's where Lindsay
Cutshall, 23, and her fiance,
Jason Allen, 26, were found last
week shot to death in their sleep-
ing bags on a remote beach.

Hunt for motorcyclists

ST. LOUIS — Authorities
searching for a pack of highway
stunt motorcyclists blamed for a
wreck that seriously hurt five peo-
ple in a sport utility vehicle say
the case demonstrates how
devil-may-care, high-speed an-
tics can harm more than the dare-
devils.

A handful of motorcyclists
were on Highway 364 on Satur-
day when they changed lanes and
cut off a Ford Explorer, forcing
that vehicle to swerve to the right
and hit a Chevrolet Suburban.

The Suburban tumbled down
an embankment, ejecting most of
its eight occupants.

From The Associated Press
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Mistaken fund cuts

NEW ORLEANS — U.S.

Environmental Protection
Agency officials said they mistak-
enly proposed to cut funds to
three estuary programs in Texas
and Louisiana in an effort to plug
holes in a $3.5 million deficit.

Last week, letters were sent to
the three programs saying fund-
ing would be cut by about $56,000
for each one, which is about 11
percent of their annual budgets.

EPA’s regional office that cov-
ers Texas and Louisiana pro-
posed the cuts to make up for a
deficit of $1 million for salaries
and $2.5 million for operating
costs, said Miguel Flores, director
of EPA’s regional water quality
protection division.

The estuary programs — the
Barataria-Terrebonne National
Es Program in Louisiana
and the Galveston Bay Program
and Coastal Bend Bays & Estuar-
ies Program in Texas — are part
of the National Estuary Program.

Upon review, Flores said his
agency realized that NEP funding
could not be touched.

Submerged-car death

KILLINGTON — A North
Clarendon man was found
dead inside his vehicle, which
was submerged in a sewage pond.
State police were called by
workers at the maintenance build-
ing at the Sunrise Homeowners
Association in Killington.

Police said Christian Hansen,
45, an employee from the mainte-
nance building, was reported
missing and so was his vehicle.
Co-workers suspected that the ve-
hicle may have accidentally been
driven into a sewage pond adja-
cent to the maintenance building.

Beating the system

BROWNSVILLE — South

Texas college students
looking to save money are head-
ing to Mexico to copy their text-
books before returning them for a
refund.

Jules Frapart, general manag-
er of the Book Bee in Brownsville,
said students commonly buy
books from him, copy them in
Matamoros, Mexico, and return
the

em.

An employee at Papeleria La
Espanola in Matamoros said it
costs 3.5 U.S. cents per page to
copy a book. Pasting or binding
the book costs $2.36. That adds up
to less than $13 to copy a
300-page book.

Textbooks range in price from
$20 to more than $100 at Fra-
part’s store in Brownsville.

Josefina Ruiz, a recent gradu-
ate of the University of Texas at
Brownsville and Texas South-
most College, said copying text-
books is wrong but is sometimes
justified. She said the govern-
ment and university don’t pro-
vide enough money for the aver-
age student to pay for classes.

Ready for candidates

MADISON — Wisconsin

cities are shelling out tens

of thousands of dollars to keep

President Bush and Democratic

rival John Kerry safe as they

make stop after stop in the Dairy
State.

The visits force cities to absorb

thousands of dollars in overtime

for police, paramedics and street

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

crews. Several cities are contem-
plating billing the campaigns, al-
though federal law doesn't re-
quire campaigns to pay.

Park road closed

MT WEST GLACIER — A

6-mile stretch of the popu-
lar Going-to-the-Sun Road in Gla-
cier National Park remained
closed following a series of week-
end mud and rock slides, park offi-
cials said. The road from the
Loop to Logan Pass on the west
side is expected to remain closed
through midweek while crews at-
tempt to remove an estimated 200
truckloads of debris.

Dangerous curves

mSPARTA — The Blue

Ridge Parkway has be-
come the scene of an increasing
number of motorcycle wrecks
that rangers say probably are the
result of inexperienced or inatten-
tive drivers on the winding moun-
tain highway.

Sex ring busted

SACO — A Saco woman’s

report of a sexual assault
led police to a Skowhegan man
they say was running a prostitu-
tion ring from his mobile home,
using a cellular telephone and the
Internet.

Police arrested James R. Tay-
lor, 47, on a charge of promoting
prostitution after allegedly taking
money as payment for a liaison be-
tween a man and the woman, who
was employed by Taylor'’s Es-
corts and Entertainers service.

Police say the 23-year-old
woman, who also worked at a
Portland gentlemen’s club, report-
ed that she had been sexually as-
saulted by a man who did not pay
her for sexual services.

Taylor also was charged with
possession of drugs including co-
caine, opiates and marijuana.

Two found shot dead

DALLAS — A man and his
nephew were found shot to
death at a residence where hun-
dreds of roosters were being kept.
Authorities said they had few
details but believed the two were
feeding the roosters when they
were shot.

The bodies were found by a rel-
ative, Dallas Police Sgt. A.R. Mar-
tinez said. “We're just trying to
work what we have and it’s not
too much right now,” he said.

The shootings occurred in a
rural area of Dallas.

C ign fund ckh

The parkway’s
steep grades and changes in radi-
us can prove tricky. More often
than not, motorcycle accidents
are happening at or below the
parkway’s 45-mph speed limit,
rangers say.

Some, including a fatal acci-
dent last week, have been on
straight stretches of road on dry,
clear days. Ten people died on mo-
torcycles from 1998-2000, the
most recent years for which acci-
dent figures are available.

Guard dog

A Silky Yorkie named Pooh relax-
es by an award-winning vintage
1936 Chevrolet Low Cab owned
by Roger Mills, of Floresville,
Texas, during the 4th annual Big
Bands and Cool Cars event in
Kerrville, Texas.

COLUMBUS — Gov. Bob
and Secretary of
State Kenneth Blackwell are
again calling for sweeping chang-
es to the way campaigns are fund-
ed in Ohio. Both want public di
closure of the names of all contril
utors to independent ad cam-
paigns and political party operat-
ing accounts. The accounts fund
salaries, building maintenance
and activities meant to strength-
en political parties.

Prison for beating mom

MARIETTA Steven

Bone became the first per-
son to be sentenced for physically
abusing an elderly person under
a state law that makes such
crimes a felony.

Bone, 41, was sentenced to 20
years in prison for mistreating his
mother and threatening to kill her
if she complained about him steal-
ing her Social Security checks.

Geneva Bone, 71, was kept
locked in a bedroom and de-
prived of food.

West Nile virus alert

HONOLULU State

health officials are asking
island doctors to be on the lookout
for any cases of West Nile virus.

The Department of Health said
there have been no cases of the
disease reported in Hawaii.

However, there has been a rise
in the number of cases along the
West Coast, which increases the
risk of the disease finding its way
to Hawaii, officials said.

The sometimes-fatal disease is
spread by the bite of infected mos-
quitos. People, birds and other an-
imals can become infected, but
West Nile virus isn’t transmitted
from person to person or from
birds to people.

Joshua Braxton shoots a basketball at Randolph
Community Center in Richmond, Va.

Laying it in

Jared Lacko, 4, runs wnlh a cube of ail
tol, Conn., during the city’s heritage festival.

Hedvy hftlng
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Paddlmg in the Potomac

" Surfers and kayakers, with the Key Bridge in the hackgronnd,
take on the Potomac River along the banks of Washington, D.C.

It was a part of the Capitol Chapter of Surfrider Foundation’s 10th annual Paddle For Clean Water, for aware-
ness on pollution problems along Potomac, Anacostia watersheds, the Bay and Atlantic beaches.

3 Cujo, a teacup Chihuahua, peers over sun-
N 1ce Shades glasses prior to competing in the swimsuit
competiton at the Doggie Splash in Abilene, Texas.

Cowabunga!

Mike Royal lands a jump during
the 2004 U.S. National Disabled
Water Ski Championships in Fer-
gus Falls, Minn. Royal was com-
peting in the V-2/3 division for
the visually impaired.

Sunflower feast abumble bee prepares to land on a large sunflower in Yellow Springs, Ohio.

Banning rentals

> GALVESTON —  Some

Texas Gulf Coast commu-
nities are joining a nationwide
trend of banning short-term rent-
als of vacation homes in an effort
to protect the peace and quiet of
their neighborhoods.

But some critics say the trend
could cost cities hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in hotel occupan-
cy taxes that they use for cleaning
and patrolling beaches and could
drive investors out of the
beach -and-bay real estate mar-

In 2003, the total local hotel and
motel tax, which would include
‘homes and corporate-owned prop-
erties, totaled $2.7 million, with a
state rebate of $1.3 million to the
island.

Hurricane brings stork

CHARLOTTESVILLE —
Hurricane Isabel wasn’t
all bad, apparently.

Martha Jefferson Hospital is re-
porting record numbers of births
for June and July, and Isabel can
take the credit.

Isabel slammed Virginia on
Sept. 18, 2003. There were 168
births in June, and 163 in July —
about 20 more than usual for each
month. When Isabel struck, Mar-
tha Jefferson nurses said they
knew they’d be facing a storm of
their own nine months later.

“Historically, when we have
power outages or snowstorms,
we'll see a burst of babies,” nurse
Kim Smith said. “With Isabel, the
power was out for a long time.”

New home for bears

ATTLEBORO — They

helped put Capron Park
Zoo on the map, but now it’s time
for the sloth-bear parents to bid
adieu to their twin cubs.

Zoo officials separated the twin
female cubs from their parents
and started looking for a new
home for them when mating sea-
son began earlier this year be-
cause they feared that Dad might
take a liking to one of them.

The 19-month-old cubs are not
only too young to have children of
their own, but zoo director Shira
Marcure says a father-daughter
creation would not result in good
gene pairing and a successful
birth.

For unknown reasons, there is
a 50 percent mortality rate for
sloth bears, an endangered spe-
cies.

Heat, fuel fund program

JUNEAU — A new state
loan program aims to help
rural communities whose poor
credit history has made them inel-
igible for state loans to buy winter
heating oil and diesel fuel. The
program pairs cash-strapped vil-
lages and regional partners, such
as utilities, that will ensure the
loans are repaid.
The partners will provide finan-
cial oversight and management
training.

A

ist loses lawsuit

RENO — Guy Felton, an

activist accused of using
foul language before being forc-
ibly removed from a 1999 council
‘meeting, lost his federal lawsuit
agamst former Mayor Jeff Grif-
fin.

A judge ruled that Griffin was
trying to curb Felton’s disruptive
behavior, not to limit his speech,
when he threw him out of the
council chambers.

Felton said he will appeal.

Collecting for orphans

GARRISON — An eastern
Towa woman is gathering
shoes, socks and clothing to send
to orphans in Afghanistan who
will soon face the country’s harsh
winter. Jenni Birker's father,
who's stationed with the Iowa Na-
tional Guard near an orphanage,
recently sent an e-mail pleading
for more than 300 pairs of shoes.
Birker has put collection boxes
in local businesses.

Parking revenue down

DENVER — Mayor John
Hickenlooper’s campaign
pledge to lower parking meter
rates downtown paid off political-
ly but isn’t paying off fiscally.
The city has collected about
$500,000 less in parking revenue
during Hickenlooper’s first year
in office. His administration re-
duced the hourly parking rate to
$1 from $1.50 and made parking
free on Sunday.

Lake protection plan

LAS VEGAS — The seven

states sharing the Colo-
rado River are considering a plan
to protect Lake Powell by cutting
the amount of water released
downstream to Lake Mead, a Ne-
vada water official said.

Under the plan, which could be
implemented if drought persists
through the winter, the amount of
water released from Lake Powell,
on the Utah-Arizona border,
would be reduced from 8.23 mil-
lion acre-feet to 7.8 million

acre-feet,  Southern  Nevada
Water Authority General Manag-
er Pat Mulroy said.

The nearly 9.5 percent reduc-
tion could help keep Lake Powell
from shrinking further, jeopardiz-
ing power generation at Glen Can-
yon Dam. But it could also accel-
erate a drop in the water level
downstream at Lake Mead, the
primary water supply for Las
Vegas, Mulroy said.

Town honors Disney

MARCELINE, — The

town of Marceline dedi-
cated its post office to Walt Dis-
ney, a hometown boy who made
good.

Disney was born in Marceline
on Dec. 5, 1901. The post office
was renamed in his honor after
Rep. Sam Graves and Sen. Jim
Talent sponsored a bill authoriz-
ing the chan

A souvemr “Walt Disney Post
Office” postmark will soon be of-
fered at the Marceline facility.

City to fly 1814 flag

BALTIMORE — Mayor

Martin O’Malley ordered
all city buildings to replace their
modern American flags with the
flag that inspired the national an-
them.

The 15-star, 15-stripe design
flew over Fort McHenry in 1814,
when it survived a fierce bom-
bardment from British ships. A
replica is already flying at City
Hall.

Stories and photos from wire services.
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Satellite: A television star

Service making big gains in market once dominated by cable

BY SANDY SHORE
The Associated Press

— As a self-de-
scribed creature of habit, Glen
Goldman stayed loyal to his cable
company until he was left with-
out a choice.

Goldman switched to satellite
TV service when he moved into a
new home that lacked the proper
wiring for cable and he’s never
looked back. The advantages he
sees roll off his tongue — dlg\tal
picture, high-definition TV, more
choices and a user- fnendly chan-
nel guide.

“The number of channels and
variety is much better than what
I had in cable for a few dollars
more a month,” Goldman said. “T
like being able to get the direct
signal without it being weakened
by having to go through various
switches and cable lines.”

The Denver attorney is among
thousands of Americans who
have defected to satellite TV as
the providers have reported
hefty gains while the cable indus-
try has declined. Consumers like-
ly will see aggressive marketing
promotions in the next six
months as companies jockey for
customers, analysts say.

The battle comes down to ser-
vice and price: Cable companies
offer video-on-demand features,
high-speed Internet and, in some
cases, telephone service. Satellite
provlders have all-digital service
and channel packages that can be

cheaper and broader than digital
cable.

“The consumer is voting with
their pocketbook and they’re say-
ing they prefer satellite, and I
don’t think we’re as good as we're
going to get,” CEO Charhe Ergen
of EchoStar

markets, including rural areas,
as well as competitive pricing be-
cause cable customers typically
have to pay extra for digital ser-

Satellne pmvlders also have
been quicker to the market with

Corp., which operates the Dish
Network, told analysts last week.

Comcast Corp., the nation’
largest cable company, is expect-
ing a slightly more competitive
environment but believes it will
post a net subscriber gain by
year end. “We like the fact that
we’re going to have unique com-
petitive advantages in the market-
place,” said Dave Watson, execu-
tive vice president of Comcast
Cable operations.

Satellite television has grown
substantially since 1999 when
Congress allowed providers to
begin offering local channels.
Today, it has nearly one-fourth of
all households that subscribe to
pay television services.

News Corp.’s DirecTV, the na-
tion’s largest satellite TV provid-
er, is in 106 markets and No. 2
EchoStar is in 144 markets.

By June 30, the satellite provid-
ers had posted a combined net
gain of about 1.6 million subscrib-
ers, putting their total at 23.2 mil-
lion subscribers, according to
Kagan Research LLC, a media
business research firm.

Part of the growth can be attrib-
uted to the expansion into new

TUESDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY

52-week
High Low Name
07536 Dow Jones Industrials
45 Dow Jones Transportation
28821 Dow Jones unl ies
67198.12 NYSE Com
127881 Amex n
215383 Masdan Composite
116323
61846 3 s&mmcan
60642 51 Russell 2000
137114 951091 DJ Wilshire 5000

MosT ACTIVE (51 ok nore)

NvsE  fl  Awex ]

MosT ACTIVE ($1 or wore)

% YD 52wk
Chg % Chg % Chg
+25 +

+
+1.06
90
34
831

54501
1063836
NAspAG
MosT ACTIVE ($1 ok wore)

Name Vol (00)
Lot 7108 7 e 2
NoreIr 2460 38 o
e II6 13 o}
Ghgec 1@ 26 m
BiCC el 106 Loy
Tonst L6 196 e e ]
e Lo 13 OADn 107 L2 30 |Srss 2608 o
HewlettP 122605 1768 demaGold 30226 243 -7 | Brdcom 169356 IME 214
Pfizer 105524 3153 WheatRg 24755 268 -09 | Yahoos 16851 2841 -2
Boowbl 1094 485 14lDeee. I3 oS4 7l Pss b 188 22
KEY DEFENSE STOCKS KEy MuTuAL Funps
i YD YD
Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg | Name NAV
Aliant Technosystem 148935 12 428 | Fidelty vest: Grolnc 3553
Aot Hodings EEOR n..gummnmau i
st 426 4218 | mer ety o e
Comter Scences iss) w6 429 | iadny Spartan Eql 5851
Engineered Sup Sys. o7 293 +60 220 utnam Funds A: GrinA p mn
Genealpynamics 144 18 978 24 T8 | Fidelty et AMor 1548
neral Elec . + +5. Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA ~ 28.93
o 2R B Ewhmcad® au
. ; dlty imest
Migsow 78 n 8% e3 n.m!hmnm 00
(3 Commancations 40 13 6008 125 Fldlty Ao TG0 275
Goherduarn ™ 88 3 S 3 Ry Ay e 330
NorthrpG's. 2 5151 +16 Fu 19.85
Raheon % % uE Im 75
Rockwell Intl, 66 22 3840 .11 1149
Secis or. P T | i
Tohshnens @ 2 14 13
Totron e N oHe 3 it
United Technologies 140 18 9365 +.75 1502

incs S ncoe s 1235

cudder
et ynch - UsGutia
cuder Funds : Devel
Putnam Funds A: G p

,such as in-
teractive services and digital
video recorders, said Sean Bad-
ding, president of The Carmel
Group market research firm.

Goldman, who purchased his
Dish Network service from Sun
Comm Technologies Inc., pays
from $10 to $15 more a month
than he did for analog cable. He
particularly enjoys the DVR,
which allows him to record multi-
ple showings of a program his
3-year-old son loves.

“That's extremely important
when you have a kid that loves a
certain cartoon and they may be
in school or unavailable,” he said.
“You want to get them so they
can watch that at some point in
the day when you need a few min-
utes to yourself.”

The cable industry posted a net
loss of about 300,000 subscribers
in the first six months, dropping
its total to about 65.7 million, said
cable analyst Renee Shaening of
Kagan Research LLC, a media
business research firm.

About 80 percent of television
households in the United States
subscribe to some sort of pay tele-
vision service, leaving the market
mature but not saturated, she said.

EXCHANGE RATES
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Denver attorney Glen Goldman holds the remote control for his

satel

TV service as he watches the Olympic Games coverage
in his Littleton, Colo., home last week. Goldman is among thousands

of Americans who have defected from cable TV. Satellite TV providers
have reported hefty gains while the cable industry has declined.

Most analysts believe cable
will rebound slightly by year end,
with flat to modest growth. Satel-
lite will grow steadily, they say,
until it completes local market
launches.

They note that a key advantage
cable has over satellite is broad-
band Internet service. Both satel-
lite providers have marketing re-
lationships with some telephone
companies that offer DSL lines,
but they are not truly bundled ser-
vices, Shaening said.

Ergen said his company is mak-
ing “small bets” on broadband

technology, such as its relation-
ship with San-Antonio-based
Communications Inc. It
is scheduled to launch a satellite
next month that has some broad-
band capability and some satel-
lite spectrum will be available in
the next few years that will have
more wireless capability, he said.
“We’re treading water because
we don’t know how it’s all going
to turn out,” he said. “I feel pretty
comfortable that we understand
the technology and discipline.
When it’s all said and done ... T
think we will be in pretty good
shape.”

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — To understand
where your child gets his or her
ideas about money, look at your
behavior first.

The GE Center for Financial

the same survey found that 45
percent of kids say their parents
seldom include them in discus-
sions about money.

Tn her new book “Money Still
Doesn’t Grow on Trees,” author
and former banker Neal S. God-
frey quizzes parents on their
‘money habits.

Ask yourself these 10 simple
questions to find out what money
messages you're sending: If your
child asks for money, do you fork
it over? Do you give money in re-
sponse to nagging or wheedling?
Are you afraid to say, “This
doesn’t fit into our budget”? Do
you feel your kids must have
what other kids have? Do you

Quiz kids on money savvy

make sure your kids are out of
m when you sit down to
balance the family budget? Do
you forbid your kids to look at the
check when you go to a restau-
rant? Do you use credit cards to
buy things for your kids when
you know you shouldn’t? Have
you ever spent money on your
kids without letting your spouse
know? Have you ever bought
something for your kids because
you didn’t want your former
spouse to be the one who bought
it for them? Do you use a shop-
ping trip as a reward for good be-
havior? Do you know what your
kids spend their own money on?
Most parents say “yes” to one
or more of these questions, and
it's time to check that behavior.
Godfrey writes that even one
“yes” answer means you may be
inadvertently teaching your chil-
dren poor money management.
For resources to teach your
kids  about visit

or www.financiallearning.com.
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NEW DAY
IN THE SUN

The gods may be smiling
as their haunts get another look

ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER/KRT

It took more than 600 years for the Greeks to finish the Temple of Olympian Zeus, and by then, about A.D. 131, the Romans were in power. The temple once housed a colossal gold
and ivory statue of Zeus, the ruler of the gods in Greek mythology.

BY ALLEN HOLDER
Knight Ridder Newspapers

stood outside the gates of Panathinaiko Stadium in Athens, trying
to listen for the ghosts of athletes who have competed at the site
since antiquity. But all I could hear were cars and buses and
people buzzing behind me.

Funny thing about Athens. You're never too far from reminders of
the storied ancient civilization here, where the names of heroes like
Hercules and Perseus and Achilles are still bandied about. But you can
never forget that this is a thoroughly modern city, whose population
has mushroomed from perhaps 4,000 people in the mid-19th century to
4 million today.

Panathinaiko Stadium reaches into the past and the present. Ancient
Greeks competed in the Panathenian Games at this site. The modern
Olympics began here in 1896. And this year’s Olympic athletes have
retraced the route of a Greek messenger named Pheidippides in 490
B.C. The first marathon.

Like the sirens of Homer’s Odyssey, the ruins atop the Acropolis
were calling to me. Two days after arriving, I still hadn’t had more
than a quick, distant glimpse of the Parthenon on its peak. It was driv-
ing me crazy. So I made the Acropolis my top priority.

In the last few years, Athens has t Dionysiou

But this wasn’t my day. When I arrived, the gates were closed — but
the view wasn’t.

The Acropolis is one of the highest points in Athens, offering a pan-
oramic look at the densely populated central city.

Several people were exploring the rocky hill, but even more were on
the next peak. I headed west and climbed the slippery steps of Mars
Hill, or Areopagus. This slope has ties to history, too. Athens’ supreme
court once met here. St. Paul preached from here and baptized the first
Greek Christians.

Mars Hill offers a spectacular vista of the Ancient Agora, the market-
place where Greeks once traded and where Socrates met with his
friends and debated philosophy in the fifth century B.C.

I followed the road downhill for a closer look. The Agora (a gather-
ing place) was the center of life in ancient Athens. It contained shops,
schools, a theater, courts, even a mint. Its ruins are scattered over
several acres in a parklike setting, but without a detailed map it's diffi-
cult to tell what's what. I found signs pointing to an altar to Zeus and
remains of a 15 B.C. concert hall dedicated to Agrippa, son-in-law of
the Roman emperor Augustus, but little else to give me information
about this treasure trove.

The standout relic, without a doubt, is the Temple of Hephaestus,
dedicated to the god of the forge and built about 449 B.C. It’s easily one

from a city streef into a wide pedestrian promenade that links many of
the major archaeological sites. It's one of many Olympic improvements
— anice walk and great way to get to the shops of the Monastiraki
neighborhood or the restaurants and tavernas of the Plaka district.

More importantly for me, it provided almost a straight pathway from
‘my hotel to the Acropolis.

t-p! ed temples anywhere in Athens, with 34 tall Doric
columns intact and still supporting its roof. A frieze on one side depicts
the 12 labors of Hercules. It takes a good deal of imagination to mental-
ly reconstruct many of the ruins in the Agora. Not here.

SEE ATHENS, PAGE 20
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A view of the ancient Agora, or marketplace, from Anafiotika in Athens.
The Agora stands at the foot of the Acropolis, across the road from the
bustling Monastiraki neighborhood, a big tourist draw.

ATHENS, FROM PAGE 21

A better understanding might

be available in the Agora Muse-
um, which was closed earlier this
year for renovation and reopened
in time for the Olympics.

At the foot of the Acropolis,
across the road from the bustling
Monastiraki neighborhood,
crowded with tourists and souve-
nir shops, stands another ancient
marketplace, the Roman Agora,
which mostly dates to Roman
times.

The area’s most prominent
feature is a curious octagonal
structure called the Tower of the
Winds, which was built in the
second century B.C. The 40-foot
marble tower had several purpos-
es apparently, but most promi-
nent were a water clock and
weather vane. Friezes on each of
its eight sides personify the eight
winds.

There was one sure way to get
inside the gates of the Acropolis,
1 figured: Join a tour. So the next
morning I climbed aboard a bus
and headed straight to, well, the
Temple of Olympian Zeus.

First things first, I suppose.
Zeus was the ruler of the gods in
Greek mythology, after all — and
what a temple they built to him.
It had 104 Corinthian columns
topped with acanthus leaves.
Each column was more than 50
feet tall. Only 15 remain — offer-
ing just a hint of its grandeur —
including one that has been lying
on the ground since a storm in
the 19th century. This was the
largest temple in Greece, larger
than the Parthenon.

What's perhaps more interest-
ing is that it took more than 600
years to finish this monster, and
by then, about A.D. 131, the
Romans were in power.

It's easy to get confused about
all these ruins after a couple of
days in Athens. Which temple
belonged to which god? And how
did the Greeks come up with all
of this? It had been a long time
since my last mythology class in
college.

As we finally headed toward
the Acropolis, our guide (conve-
niently named Athena) tried to
clear things up: In the early days
of Athens, the gods were compet-
ing to see who would become the
city’s patron. The two final candi-

dates — Athena, goddess of
wisdom, and Poseidon, god of the
sea — each presented a gift to
the city.

Poseidon caused a spring to
appear, Athena an olive tree.
Hers was deemed to be the more
useful gift, so the city was named
for her and the most spectacular
temple, the Parthenon, was built
in her honor. Poseidon’s prize
was a smaller Acropolis temple,
called the Erechtheion.

Much of Athens has been
hidden under scaffolding this
year, and it’s no different on the
Acropolis. But unlike much of
the work, the Parthenon’s resto-
ration work wasn’t an Olympic
project.

“We don’t restore just for the
Olympics,” said Athena. “Itis a
permanent restoration.”

Even if parts of it are shroud-
ed, it’s hard not to stare gape-
mouthed at the Parthenon. It’s
also hard not to take sides when
you're told that 95 percent of its
decorative elements are in the
British Museum in London. The
so-called Elgin Marbles, the
friezes that dewraled the Par-

PPHOTOS BY THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER/KRT

Plaster casts have replaced the Caryatids statues, which supported the
roof of the south portico of the Erechtheion in Athens. The real Caryat-
ids are in museums. Greek mythology says the gods gave the Erech-
theion to Poseidon and built the Parthenon in honor of Athena.

there,” shot back an English
Wwoman on our tour.

A new Acropolis Museum is
under construction and reported-
ly is leaving space for the Mar-
bles, just in case the Greek and
British governments reach agree-
ment on their return to Athens. It
will be finished in a
couple of years.
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Other pieces of art
also are missing from
. the ruins but not from
- the Acropolis. At the
L Erechtheion, plaster

casts have replaced the

original statues of
women that were used
for columns on the
Porch of the Caryatids.
The originals — well,
five of them — are on
display in the protected
environs of the Acropo-
lis Museum. The sixth
is — did you guess? —
at the British Museum.

Stars and Stripes

thenon, were acquired by Lord
Elgin in 1801 and have been in
British possession almost as
long.

Athena seemed almost apolo-
getic when talking about the
artwork. If the British Museum
were forced to give up every-
thing in its displays that come
from other countries, she con-
tended, it would have nothing
left to exhibit.

“At least you can see them

Besides the Par-

thenon and the Erech-
theion, the Acropolis is
crowded with ruins. For starters,
these include the small Temple of
Athena Nike, the Propylaia,
which was intended as a gateway
to the Acropolis, and the Beule
Gate, built several hundred years
later.

1 especially liked the two am-
phitheaters that hug the side of
the cliff. Even in ruin, their pur-
pose is immediately apparent.

The Theater of Dionysos, from

the sixth century B.C., staged
tragedies, dramas and comedies
and was used in Roman times for
gladiator contests.

The Theater of Herodes Atti-
cus, to its west, was built in
Roman times but was restored in
the 1950s and continues to be
used for events today. What a
setting for a concert. Can a stage
upstage its stars?

All of this reminded me a little
of the Panathinaiko Stadium, its
long history of athletic competi-
tion and its return to prominence
in this year’s Olympics.

I stood on the Acropolis,
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If you go

W Getting in: American
travelers to Greece need a
passport but no visa for
stays of up to three months.

B Getting around: Al-
though rental car agencies,
including some well-known
American companies, seem
to be situated on every cor-
ner, Athens has a reputation
as one of the most traffic-
clogged cities in Europe.
Parking is even more of a
problem. The Metro subway
system is a welcome relief
for tmnsponauon to most
central points in Athens.
One-way tickets cost the
equivalent of about 85 cents;
an all-day pass is about
$3.60. A new tram system
connects Athens to coastal
Olympics venues and a new
suburban rail line links the
airport to the central city.

W Tours: Tour companies
in Athens provide half-day
and daylong tours of the city
as well as multi-day trips
that include other Greek
sites. If you’re on your own,
'you can save by buying a
ticket for for about $15 that
gets you into six sites: the
Acropolis, the Ancient
Agora, the Theater of Diony-
s0s, the Roman Agora, Ker-
ameikos cemetery and the
Temple of Olympian Zeus.

M For information Athens
and Greece, contact the
Greek National Tourist
Organization at:

‘www.greek tourism. com.

looked down at the theater, and
listened for ghosts. Again, no
voices called from the past, but
there was plenty of evidence of
modern Athens: traffic, tourists
snapping pictures and chatting,
and tour guides calling over the
din, directing them to their
buses.

R
01805 988 333 |

Book online

www.ahctravel.de
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Imagine. A place created to be an enclave for the body, mind and spirit. A destination where stunning alpine vistas

form the d ic backdrop for invig z ion and relaxation. Enjoy a ride on classic mountain bike trails past
idyllic villages and stunning Alpine scenery. Today, we are proud to introduce a new vacation retreat designed
exclusively for active duty military members, DOD civilians and military retirees, complete with everything you would
expect from a world-class destination resort.

www.Edc|wcissLodgcandRcsort.com
Now Accepting Reservations : DSN 440-2575 CIV 08821-72981
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Above: A close-up of Max Beckmann's “Self-portrait with a Cigarette” from
1923, It is one of the works from New York’s Museum of Modern Art on
display at the Neue Nationalgale: Berlin until Sept. 19.

Below: A visitor to the MoMA exhibit checks out “Dance (First Version)” by
Henri Matisse.

BY MICHAEL ABRAMS
Stars and Stripes

t's the hottest ticket in town — maybe in

all of Germany, or even Europe. But once

you buy a ticket to New York’s Museum of

Modern Art show in Berlm, be prepared to
stand in line for hours to get in.

The show is so popular that from Sept. 1
through Sept. 19 when it closes, the opening
hours have been extended to 2 a.m. on Fridays
and Saturdays and until midnight on Tuesdays,
‘Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.

Why is it so popular? Well, besides the fact
that you don’t have to cross the Atlantic to see
it, the exhibit features 200 masterpieces by the
top names in late 19th- and 20th-century art:
Cézanne, van Gogh, Kadinsky, Monet, Matisse,
Picasso, Klee, Dali, Warhol, Newman, Johns
and Lichtenstein, just to name a few.

The Museum of Modern Art in New York is
going through extensive renovation and expan-
sion, and while it is closed (until Nov. 20), it is
exhibiting some of its famous works at the Neue
Nationalgalerie in the German capltal Thus the
name of the show, “Das MoMA in Berli:

The art display stretches from the post-
impressionist period to the modern, taking in
such styles as symbolism, cubism, dadaism,
surrealism, expressionism and pop art and ends
with contemporary German artist Gerhard
Richter’s cycle on the Red Army Faction terror-
ists.

Some of the highlights are Vincent van
Gogh'’s “The Starry Night,” Claude Monet’s
“Water Lilies,” Henri Matisse’s “Dance (First
Version),” Pablo Picasso’s “Girl Before a Mir-
ror,” Piet Mondrian’s “Composition in Black,
White and Red,” Salvador Dali’s “Illumined
Pleasures,” Edward Hopper’s “Gas,” Jasper
John’s “Map,” Roy Lichtenstein’s “Drowning
Girl” and “Before and After” by Andy Warhol.

The show has been a hit since it opened in
February and has only become more popular
with time. Before the doors open in the morn-
ing, the line is wrapped around the square
Natmnalgalene An hour later, the wait to get in
is five hours, and an hour later you can’t buy
tickets for same-day entrance.

Nationalgalerie officials do guarantee you
will get in if they sell you a ticket, however.

Street artists entertain the waiting and col-
lapsible stools can be borrowed.

One reason for the wait is that no more than
1,000 people are allowed in at a time. And when
the weather is hot, even fewer. Temperature

Above: A close-up of Marc Chagall’s vibrant “l and
Below: Claude Monet's “Water Lilies” is the larges
by 4.25 meters.

and humidity are 0 pro-
tect the artworks, according to Sylvie Bus-
chmann, a member of the MoMA press team.
‘When heat and humidity go up, people stay out.

With the longer opening hours in September,
organizers hope the wait at the door will short-
en. But don't bet on it.

If you are in Berlin, or if you are interested in
modern art, head to the MoMA in Berlin, and
save yourself a plane ticket to the Big Apple.

E-mail Michael Abrams at: abramsm@mail.estripes.osd.
mil.
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he Village.”
: piece on display in the MoMA show, at 2 meters

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Above: Paul Klee’s “Cat and Bird.”

Above left: People wait to enter the MoMA exhibit in Berlin.
By the time the show closes on Sept. 19, about 1 million
people will have seen it.

If you go to the MoMA in Berlin

W Where: Neue Nationalgalerie at Potsdamer Strasse 50, Berlin.

B When: Until Sept. 19

W How to get there: S-Bahn lines 1 and 2, get off at Potsdamer
Platz. Line U1 get off at Kurfiirstenstrasse; on line U2 exit at Men-
delsohn-Bartholdy-Park. Buses 129, 148, 200, 248, 348 also stop
nearby.

W Hours: Until Aug. 30 the exhibit is open Tuesday and Wednes-
day, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thursday and Friday, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Satur-
day, 10 am. to 10 p.m,; and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

From Sept. 1 through Sept. 19, the hours are Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday, 8 a.m. to midnight; Friday, 8 a.m. to 2 am.;
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 a.m.; and Sunday 10 a.m. to midnight. Closed
Mondays.

B Cost: Tuesday to Friday 10 euros for adults and S euros for
children; Saturday and Sunday 12 euros and six euros, respectively.
The exhibit catalogue costs 29 euros. A headphone audio tour costs
4 euros, with a 20 euros deposit.

B More information: The MoMA in Berlin Web site is:
‘www.das-moma-in-berlin.de.

— MICHAEL ABRAMS

Above: A patron ponders a sculpture by Pablo Picasso called
“She-Goat.”

Left: A visitor checks out Salvador Dali's “lllumined Pleasures” while
listening to an audio tour of the exhibit.
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Volksmarch

Here are events sanctioned by the International Federation of Popular Sports (Internationaler Volkssportverband, or IVV) near U.S. military installations in
Europe. Locations are noted in the host language when possible. Find more extensive lists on the Web at www.ivv.org.

Country/Town Day(s) and Time(s) Code  Km. Starting Point Award Directional Reference
ave you registered your team Austria
gor next wee}(al;d %Heldeéblezg Allentsteig Sat & Sun 0600-1200 F 6,12,20 Gasthaus Wisauer Souvenir NW of St. Pélten
nternational Wandering Club’s  pjgnsteig Sat & Sun 0600-0900 M Gasthaus Wisauer Patch & certificate  NW of St. Pélten
Commander’s Cup in Heidel- Dornbim Sat 0800-1300, Sun 0700-1300  F 5,10,13  Werkhof-Areal ouvenir S of Bregenz
berg, Germany? .
If hot, get going! Call Rob or Cath Floyd  Belgium
at (+49) (0) 6227-841226 or (+49) (0) 172-  Masbourg Sun 0700-1400 6&10  Salledes grand Prés  No award NW of Bastogne
6239338 to register or for information. Masbourg Sun 0700-1400 15&20  Salle des grand Prés  No award NW of Bastogne
You can also e-mail them at hiwc@yahoo.  Denmark
com. They’ll need to Birket (Nordlolland) Fri 1830 10 Skole No award NE of Nakskov
jenmfer West know the name of the a5 Sun 0800-1200 5812 Skole No award SE of Roskilde
ST TP unit and number of Hvalso Sun 0800-1200 20830  Skole No award SE of Roskilde
marchers. Members ~ Kragenzs (Nordiolland) - Sat 0800-1000 10820 Havn No award NE of Nakskov
of your unit may walk  Tingsted Sun 0800-1100 5&10  Skole No award N of Nykobing
on either day. Tingsted Sun 0800-1000 20 Skole No award N of Nykobing
"The club still needs  Tnosted Sun 0800-0900 30 Skole No award N of Nykobing
€ club still needs  y/5meg (Abenré) Sun 0700-1200 7,10,14  Skole No award NW of Senderborg
your help to make this  vamzes (Abenra) Sun 0700-1000 Skole No award NW of Sonderborg
the best ever. Don’t Varnaes (Abenra) Sun 0700-0800 25835 Skole No award NW of Senderborg
forget that volunteers
will receive free good- F Fance
ies and the chance to  Carling Sun 0600-1300 F 10820  Centre Sporif No award N of St. Avold
get their mugs before  Coniz-Les-Bains Sun 0700-1400 F 10 Mille-Club No award NE of Thionville
ey 're sold Contz-Les-Bains Sun 0700-1300 F 20 Mille-Club No award NE of Thionville
y they’re sol 0“‘; Hultehouse Sun 0700-1500 F 10 Salle Polyvalente No award W of Saverne
i\nd ﬁfna\lgy]i (égn é mnsls nextth wec;k ; Hultehouse Sun 0700-1300 F 20 Salle Polyvalente No award W of Saverne
column for e details on the club’s
annual volksmarch, an event you wont ~ G@Fmany
want to miss. Achern-Mosbach Sat 1300-1700, Sun 0700-1300  BFX ~ 6&10  Dreikirschen-Halle Flower souvenir BWS, SW of Baden-Baden
amm Achern-Mosbach Sat 1300-1500, Sun 0700-1300  BFX 20 Dreikirschen-Halle Flower souvenir BWS; SW of Baden-Baden
. s . Allendorf Sat & Sun 0700-1400 BFX  6&11  Gemeindezentrum B-medal/Clown AP, NW of Wiesbaden
Notes about this week’s volksmarches:  pjendort Sat & Sun 0700-1300 BFX 20 Gemeindezentrum  B-medal/Clown RP. NW of Wiesbaden
M Young-Walkers’-Tour, or Bambi- Blumberg Sat 0800-1500, Sun 0700-1300  F 6&10  Stadthalle Figurine BWS, NW of Singen
ni-Liga, credit is available at Achern- Bumberg Sat 0800-1300, Sun 0700-1300  F Stadthalle Figurine BWS, NW of Singen
Mésbach, Blumberg, Glottertal and Heim-  Burg-Geminden Sat 1300-1800, Sun 0700-1300 BFX  6&10  Dorfgemeinschaftshaus B-medal HE, NW of Giessen
sheim, Germany. Burg-Gemanden Sat 1300-1600, Sun 0700-1300  BFX 20 Dorfgemeinschafshaus ~B-medal HE, NW of Giessen
B The oldeat sity in the G Glottertal Sat 1200-1700, Sun 0630-1300  F 5810  Eichberghalle Porcelain clown BWS, W o Vil-Schwenningen
e oldest city in the German Glottertal Sat 1200-1500, Sun 0630-1300  F 20 Eichberghalle Porcelain clown BWS, W of Vill-Schwenningen
Hunsriick region, Kirchberg, holds its Grolsheim Wed 0700-1800 BFX 5&10  Dorfgemeinschaftshaus B-medal RP, S of Emgen
29th walking event this weekend. Start the  Grolsheim Wed 0700-1700 BFX 15 Dorfgemeinschaftshaus B-medal RP, S of Bin,
R e Sunday [rom 7 Hemaneim ShoEs i B 01" Siinale Bmed o & b
p . arts 7 a jeimsheim un adthalle -medal of Plorzheim
am. ;‘\’ zol"lr(“'l* E‘n‘;fqu_(l;“m;z am.tol Hoheinod Sat & Sun 0 BFX35 5,10,20 Sportplatz Sagmihle  B-medal AP S of Landstul
p.m. 8 pocet knite 1S the prize. Karlsbrunn S 0700-1400, Sn 0700-1200  F 5,10,20 Tumhalle award of Saarbriicken
M Yet again, the prize at Leinburg, Ger-  kirchberg Sat & Sun 0700-1400 F 5&10  Stadthalle Pocket knife RP NW of Bad Kreuznach
many, this weekend is a trophy. This club  Kirchberg Sat & Sun 0700-1300 F 20 Stadthalle Pocket knife RP, NW of Bad Kreuznach
also offered a trophy the past few years, a Goar S 07001400, Sun 0700-1300  FPs 510,50 Sehussemtaal Cloan, EC‘?& S0 of Raverst
erzel 2t 0700-1400, Sun 0700~ s 5,10, chussentalhalle lown ., SW of Ravensburg
5,?;30{,‘,"(‘,3 ‘g‘},{}f giﬁfiya"féiﬁ é{‘&]:ds;ar:s 7 Oberzsll Sat 0700-1400, Sun 0700-1300  Bike ~ 25&50  Schussentalhalle Clown WS, SW of Ravensburg
rcay v Schmelz-Limbach Sat & Sun 0700-1400 F 5,10,20 Talbachhalle Simbb suffed boar  SAR, NE of Saarolse
am. to 1 p.m; the finish is 4 p.m. . Zeitlam Sat 1300-1600, Sun 0700-1300 BFX  5,10,20 Gemeindehalle B-medal OPF, N of Regensburg
W The members of the Volkssportverein
1985 e.V. Grolsheim are sponsoring SK Italy
and 10K trails that begin from 7 am.to 6 Clauzetto Sun 0830-0930 F 6,12,21 Central Sport Complex  T-Shirt N of Spilimbergo
pim. A LSK will start at 7 am. undl Spm. - (2900, Sin oago %0 P 5457 Camposeie  Nomwwd ' Scobados
Previous vear's awards are available in San Daniele del Friuli Sun 0830-0930 F 8&15  See misc. notes Prosciutto & beverage NE of Spilimbergo
limited quantities. . Tres Sun 0800-0900 F 6&13  Follow signs Souvenir N of Trento
M For the second year in a row I forgot  Tres Sun 0700-0830 F 31 Follow signs Souvenir N of Trento
to add the “D” code to the Hoheinod, Tres Sun 0700-0830 M 44 Follow signs. Souvenir N of Trento
Germany, listing. Shower facilities are
available for this Kaiserslautern Military Netherlands
Community nearby walk, St. Odilienberg Mon 1630-1900 10 Cafe-Zaal Bergerac ~ No award S of Roer
If you're driving on Autbahn 62 from Switzerland
the Kaiserslautern/Landstuhl direction, Oberegg Sat & Sun 0700-1300 X 5&10  Restaurant Santis Souvenir E of St. Gallen
heading toward Pirmasens, take the Oberegg Sat 0700-1300, Sun 0700-1200 X 20 Restaurant Séntis Souvenir E of St. Gallen
Hoheinod exit which, believe it or not, is Olten Sat & Sun 0630-1330 - 6&12  Tumhalle Bannfeld Souvenir SE of Basel
located within a rest area. Exit at the rest ~ Oten Sat & Sun 0630-1200 20 Tumhalle Bannfeld ~ Souvenir SE of Basel
area, proceed about 100 meters, slow 3 H
down and take a sharp right/left jog. At United Klngdom
the sign, turn right toward the traffic Conington Mon 0730-1200 - 12,28, 32 Cricket Field Souvenir S of Peterborough
N , v Conington Mon 0730-1200 M 42 Cricket Field Souvenir S of Peterborough
circle and follow the signs to the start. Great Bedwyn Sat 1700-1800 - 10 Cross Keys Inn No award SE of Swindon

If you're coming from the Pmnasens

direction, heading towards K.
ern/ Landstuhl, exit at the rest area on the
opposite side and take an immediate right
turn after only 20 meters. Turn right
under the bridge and proceed to the traffic
circle.

I travel these roads almost every day
and can’t stress enough that you slow
down in the rest areas due to traffic and
hazardous turns. Arrive safely!

M Here are some notes about this week-
end’s Italian walks from Clark Soeldner,
our Italian walking connection.

The Clauzetto walk of the Clapadories
(slonewall -lined paths) is a favorite. It's a
mix of forest trails, paths, gravel and
asphalt roads typlcal of the Friuli Moun-
tains. Watch for the special paths wnlh
stonewalls on both sides. Arrive earl
parking is an adventure (or a long uphul
walk to the start!).

The Longare event begins at the Piazza-
le by the elementary school. In the past,
the walk has been well organued with
plenty of parking, a good mix of flat areas
(asphalt) and hills (gravel and trails).
Don'’t forget to get your panini at the end.

The Campo Sportivo in V. Aldo Moro is

B - Awards from past events available (B-medals)
D - Shower or wash facilities available at start hall
E - Engraver will attend the event

F - Free refreshment at control points

M - Marathon or long-distance event

BWN - Baden-Wiirttemberg Nord
BWS - Baden-Wiirttemberg Siid
FRO - Oberfranken (Upper Franken)
FRM - Mittelfranken (Middle Franken)
FRU - Unterfranken (Lower Franken)

P - Music at start hall (see miscellaneous notes for day/time)

GENERAL CODES:

S - Stroller-friendly trails
s - Shorter trail is specifically noted as stroller-friendly

T - Evening/Night walk, handcarry a flashlight

X - Award available only while supply lasts

W - Course suitable for wheelchair participants

3.5 - Reduced price of 3.50 euros for start card & B-medal

GERMAN STATE AND REGION CODES:

HE - Hessen
MOB - Miinchen-Oberbayern
NDS - Niedersachsen/Berlin
NRW - Nordrhein-Westfalen
NDB - Niederbayern

OPF - Oberpfalz
RP - Rheinland-Pfalz

SHH - Schieswig-Holstein/Hamburg
THS - Thilringen/Sachsen

the Roncaglia di Ponte San Nicolo start.

A serving of Prosciutto and a beverage
is the prize at San Daniele del Friuli. The
walk is worth doing for the tour through
the Centro Storico. It can be crowded at
the end because the San Daniele Prosciut-
to festival is on at the same time. The
start, on Via Aonedis by the Morgante
Prosciutto Factory, is right off the SS13 on
the south side of San Daniele.

Tres is a great marathon! Exit A22 at S.
Michele and then go west on 543 into
Taio. Watch closely for a turn to the right
in the center of town and then head a
couple kilometers to Tres. The start is by
the church at the high side of town; the
finish is the Campo Sportivo, northeast
below the church.

M St. Odiliénberg, Netherlands, hosts
the last of its 10-x-10K Summer Evening

Walks Monday. Those who have complet-
ed 10 of the 13 events can receive a com-
memorative patch in addition to adding
100K to their IVV books just by walking
10 weeknights during the past three
months. What a nice way to relax after a
hard day’s work.

E-mail Jennifer West at volksmarch@mail.estripes.
osd.mil. Write her at: Volksmarch Column, Stars
and Stripes, BIdg. 2899, Pulaski Barracks, APO AE
09227-3717 (MPS).
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Banking that is right
where you need it!

As a U.S. military or government employee working abroad, you need banking services that meet your requirements now. Unfulfilled
claims about banking services that go above and beyond just don't cut it.

Service Credit Union can help. Since 1957 we have provided U.S. military and government employees around the world valuable
products and flexible services, with no hassles and no fees.

Plus, with many former military personnel as we the of living far away from home.

An account with Service Credit Union can provide you with:
- Early payday checking - access your paycheck up to 2 days early”
- Loan discounts - receive up to three quarters of a percent off an auto loan with a checking account and direct deposit.
- Free Internet banking, bill pay, check images and e-statement. You can even pay your German vendors right through bill pay!

- STAR Program benefits. Just for being grade E-4 or below, OR earn $25,000 or less annually and you are automatically enrolled in
our STAR program which gives loan discounts, lower deposit certificates and higher dividends on savings.

- VISA® Debit cards that can be used at thousands of locations throughout Europe and worldwide
- NO FEES for minimum balance or checking account maintenance.
- 12 branches on military bases right in Germany and another 1,300 branches worldwide

- 18,000 surcharge free ATMs worldwide™

ACCESS EQUALS FREEDOM
www.servicecu.org © 00800-4728-2000
email: osscu@servicecu.org

Service
Ansbach - Bamberg - Baumholder - Garmisch - Heidelberg
CRE DIT UNION Hohenfels - Mannheim - Ramstein - Spangdahlem
Stuttgart - Vilseck - Vogelweh

“Must have electronic direct deposit of payroll into a Service Credit Union (SCU) checking account to quality. Early Payday Checking offers immediate credit of your direct deposit to your Service Plus NCUA
Checking account up to two (2) days early based upon when we receive your payroll from your employer. Offer subject to change without notice. *“Does not include surcharges imposed by non-SCU ATMs.
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COMPILED BY
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Special to Stars and Stripes

Listings are subject to change. It's
best to onfirm details of the event
you plan to attend before traveling.

BELGIUM

Telephone: (32) 2/50-40-390
BRUGES: Grachtenfest, Aug.
27-28

BRUSSELS: Beer festival, Sept.
3-5. Grand' Place

DENMARK
Telephone: (45) 33/111-325
www.visitdenmark.com
COPENHAGEN: Tivoli gardens
open, through Sept. 1
SONDERING: Sand Sculplure
festival, through Sept. 19.
ODENSE: Gathering of ships, Aug.
9.

HORSENS: Medieval festival, Aug.
27-28
ARHUS: Arhus festival, Sept. 1-5.

ENGLAND
Telephone: (44) 81/846-9000
www.visitbritain.com
STOURBRIDGE: Festival of glass,
Aug. 25-;
PORTSMDUTH International kite
festival, Aug. 28-30.
PLYMOUTH: Navy days, Aug.
29-30.
LONDON: Nomng Hill camival,
Aug. 29-.
LIVEHPOOL Beatles fest, Aug.

1

SHEFFIELD: World fire llgh(ers
games, Aug. 28-Sept. 4.
CHICHESTER: Goodwood revival,
Sept. 3-5. Nostalgic motor racing,
BLACKPOOL: llluminations, Sept.
3-Nov. 7.

DUXFORD: 2004 air show, Sept.

KENDAL: Torchiight camival, Sept.
10.

WINDSOR: Carriage driving champi-
onships, Sept. 10-12. Windsor
Great Park, free.

THROUGHOUT the country: Heri-
tage Days, Sept. 10-13.
SOUTHAMPTON: Boat show,
Sept. 10-12.

YORK: Festival of food and drink,
Sept. 10-Sept. 19.

FRANCE

Telephone: (33) 1/49.52.53.54
www.francetourism.com
NORMANDY: D-Day celebrations,
through September.

MEI'Z Flea market, Aug. 29 (7
am.-6p.m),

MUTTERSHOLTZ (Alsace): Night of
the bat, Aug. 27.

ERSTEIN (Alsaoe) Sugar festival,
Aug. 27-29.

HAGENTHAL LE-HAUT (Alsace):
Wine and cheese fair, Aug. 27-31
WASSELONNE (Alsace): Night
flower parade, Aug. 28.
EGUISHEIM (Alsace): Wine festival,
Aug. 28-29.

SELTZ (Alsace): Wine festival, Aug.
28-30.

WINGERSHEIM (Alsace): Hops
festival, Aug. 29.

DIJON: Intemnational folk dance and
music festival, Aug. 30-Sept. 5.
MEDOC: Marathon in Bor-

South African Noel

Spend the Christmas season,
Dec. 18 to 29, in the warmth of
South Africa on a trip organized
by Ten & One travel and guided
by Graziella Sefcik.

Some of the highlights in-
clude visits to Soweto township
(home to Archbishop Desmond
Tutu), Mpumalanga province
(with a guided safari in the
Bongari Mountain Reserve),
Swaziland (the “Switzerland” of
South Africa), Aluhuwe-Um-
folzi game reserve (with a
safari at one of the oldest sanc-
tuaries in Africa), St. Lucia
Wetland Park, drive along the
North Coast (playground of

Let’s Go

Hope Nature Reserve and
Groot Constantia Wine Estate)
and South Africa’s wine region.

The cost is $4,288 per per-
son, double occupancy, and
includes roundtrip flight Frank-
furt-Johannesburg-Cape
Town-Frankfurt, domestic
flight Durban-Cape Town,
airport and security taxes,
hotel accommodations, some
‘meals, two cultural programs
and meals, wine tasting, all
entrance fees, boat tour on St.
Lucia Lake, motor coach trans-
portation, guides and addition-
al charges.

For reservations, send a fax
to Graziella at (+49) (0) 821/24
34 210 or an e-mail to

dolphins),
(a 19th-century cultural vil-
lage), Durban, Cape Town
(with a visit to the Cape of Good

com. Or call Graziella at (+49)
(0) 8231/2134.
— JAYNE TRAENDLY

deaux/Medoc area, Sept. 1.

DEAUVILLE: American film festival,
. 3-1

BETSCHDORF (Alsace) Pottery

festival, Sept. 4-

HOLTZWIHR (Alsace). Sauerkraut

festival, Sept. 4-5.

KAYSERSBERG (Alsaoe) Pottery

festival, Sept. 4-!

ROSSFELD (Alsace) Beer festival,

MUTZIG (Alsace): Beer festival,
RIBEAUVILLE (Alsace): Fiddlers'
festival, Sept. 5.

THROUGHOUT the Alsace: Jewish
culture day, Sept. 5.

GERMANY

Telephone: (49) 69/97464-0
www.germany-tourism.de
STUTTGART: Wine village,
through Sept. 5.

FRANKFURT: Museum Embank-
ment festival, Aug. 27-29.
KOLN: Beer fair, Aug. 27-29.
MARKGRONINGEN: Shepherds'
race, Aug. 27-30. Main day: Aug.
28.

BAD HOMBUHG Latern festival,
Aug. 27-3

GOTI'INGEN Old Town festival,
Aug. 28-29.

BAD EMS: St. Bartholomew market
and flower parade, Aug. 28-29.
Main day Aug. 28

MAINZ: Wine market festival, Aug.

29-Sept.
WURZBURG: ‘Citizen's meal" festi-
val, Aug. 30-31

TRIER: Night shopping, Aug. 28.
KARLSRUHE: Beer fair, Sept. 3-5.
HEIDELBERG: Castle illumination

and crafts market, Sept. 4.
DRESDEN: Pottery festival, Sept.
5.

4-5.
HIRSCHBORN: Knights festival,
. 4-5.

SEESEN: Historic Sehusa festival,
Sept. 4-5.

AACHEN: Europe craftsmen's
market, Sept. 4-5.

DRESDEN: Pottery festival, Sept.
4-5.

HAMBURG: Medieval tourna-
ment/market, Sept. 4-5.
BENSHEIM: Wine festival, Sept.
4-12.

ITALY

THE NETHERLANDS
Telephone: (31) 70/370-5705
www.holland.com/uk

ALKMAAR: Cheese and crafts
market, through Sept. 3.
GOUDA: Goudes Mommame,
through Sept. 29. Antique/flea
market, Wed. 9 am.-5 pm
AALSMEER: Flower parade, Sept.
4.

EELDE: Flower parade, Sept. 4-5.
VALKENSWAARD: Flower parade,
Sept. 12.

SCOTLAND

Telephone: (44) 1463/71-6996
www.visitscotland.com
EDINBURGH: Military tattoo,
through Aug. 28.
EDINBURGH: Fest\val Fringe,
through Aug. 30.

SPAIN

Telephone: (34) 91/411-4014/6011
Www.tourspain.co.uk

MADRID: Summer in the city,
through Sept. 30.

SEVILLE: Interational music
festival, Sept. 2-12.

SWITZERLAND
Telephone: (41) 1/288-1111
www.switzerlandtourism.ch
FRIBOURG: Intemational folk
festival, through Aug. 29.
GENEVA: Artair, Sept. 3-5.
Open-air painting competition.

WALES

Telephone: (44) 1222/49-9909
LLANWRTYD WELLS: Bog snorkel-
ing, Aug. 30.

Telephone: (39) 6/49-711
www. com

= F

SIENA: Barrel rolling contest, Aug.

29.

CERVEI'EHI Wine festival, Aug.

SAN DANIELE: Prosciutto festival,

Aug. 27 - 30.

VITERBO: Feast of Santa Rosa,
Sept.

AREZZO: Jousting of the Saracens,

Sept. 5

FLORENCE‘ Festival of the Rificolo-

pt.

BR\NDISI Marmme procession,

Sept. 1

GROSSETO Palio delle Contrade,

Sept. 6-8.

NAPLES: Madonna of Piedigrontta,

Sept. 7-8.

TINDARI (Sicily): Festival of the
Black Madonna of Tindari, Sept.
7-8.

VENICE: Intemational fim festival,
pt.

MAF{OSTICA Live chess game,
Sept. 1

[EUR O]
LENS

GONTACT

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES FROM
EUROLENS CONTACT LENSES!

L

] Order any four items from Eurolens and receive
& 10% discount

Contact lenses by mail—FREE shipping to European addresses

Germany 0800 1622593 UK 0800 857275
Holland 0800 0221447 Spain 3008 93967 Belgium 0600 73195

Ttaly 600 015480

www.eurolenscontactlenses.com

RIT s your Al Fovte Oaried, Fall
Lcensed Traved Agency dedicared 1o
g you the BEST deais!
Compare & Saved
Cheek ot pur Supar Airfaes & many
arher AN 1ravel Bargains!
Online Booking 24/7
Contact us ar eheck our website
ar wne KTyl com

RIT. Your Worlhwide Trave! Agency.
RIT Ramsten » i 316

ABI20650
0037745300
RITSembach T Vogeiweh
Hidg 201 g 2059
467719 4597064
063022939 aH-50018

el

Best bets

ENGLAND: “Freedom and
Justice” is the theme of this
year’s Notting Hill Carnival in
London, the motto marking 170
years since the end of slavery in
Trinidad. The highlight of the
festivities is the big parade Mon-
day, featuring performers and
lively static sound systems play-
ing soca (a fusion of soul and
calypso), reggae, jazz, soul and
funk music. Hundreds of stalls
will sell food, art and crafts. The
official times are 10 a.m. to 9
p.m., but arrive early. Families
with small children are advised
to attend Sunday’s less-crowded
Children’s Carnival at St. Mark's
Park (parade at 3 p.m.) Find
more details at www.car-
naval.com/cityguides/lon-
don/lon_carn.htm.

‘GERMANY: If you're a shep-
herd or the daughter of an active
shepherd, you qualify to enter
Markgroningen Shepherd’s Race
on the weekend. A festival that is
said to have begun in 1445, first
sponsored by the master of the
shepherd Bartel to thank his
servant for his fidelity, the cele-
bration runs Friday to Monday.
It includes a sheep’s market,
handicrafts market, country
market with stands, rides, pa-
rades (Saturday at 12:30 p.m.
and Sunday at 1 p.m.) and Mon-
day fireworks. The highlight is
the race in which the partici-
pants run barefoot on a stubble
field to vie for the position of
shepherd queen and king. En-
trance to the race costs five to 10
euros on Saturday and three to
seven euros on Sunday for
adults, discounts for children.
The town’s Web site is
www.mark groeningen.de.

— JAYNE TRAENDLY

are departing THUR & FRI
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SPAIN - On sale!
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Non Operational EUROPEAN FOREC

x

St.Petersburg  Use Only

60/52 Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-

showers and isolated thunderstorms.
[ H T . Highs in the mid to upper 60s, Friday
MosCON lows in the mid to upper

67/52 Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunder-

storms. Highs in the mid 60s to low

70s, Friday lows in the low to upper

50s.

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera

s Warsaw ', Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
i, Bamtg 51 ) with thunderstorms. Highs in the low
el o ¢ 70s to low 80s, Friday lows in the
R M"""""ﬂ"{ . Upane ; upper 50s to low 60s.
S Kiev France: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-

PoLaND.

ers in the north and sunny in the
south.Highs in the upper 60s to low
80s, Friday lows in the upper 40 to
mid 60s.

Forecast by: USAFE Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
e e 1 =y with rainshowers and isolated thun-
uadron, Sembach, 5 £ derstorms. Highs in the mid to upper
5,'.,’.','""‘{; oy g gg'v-’(. .7;,:;9”' RowANA 60s, Friday lows in the mid 50s.
uced by: - Vienna t :
e Huva s Bucharest Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
SAEERE el a7t . " Belgrade 80156 | with rainshowers and isolated thun-
Avi: < 8o/ag. o) ] - derstorms. Highs in the low to upper

60s, Friday lows in the low to mid
50s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the low 70s,
Friday lows in the low 50s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
isolated thunderstorms. Highs in the

Moy, upper 70s, Friday lows in the low 60s.
- ! T o low 70s.
f Madrid — garcelona
- PorTugh 20/51 84771 o Southern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the

low to upper 80s, Friday lows in the

)+ low to mid 60s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy with isolated
thunderstorms. Highs in the low 80s,
Friday lows in the mid 50s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the low to mid 60s,

Souda Bay Friday lows in the upper 40s to mid

86/73 50s.

4 g
_s® Lisbon
7 89/

Sean

Hots'e ® Morén
95/66 |  99/68_

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs

ALGERIA { Towsn % European forecast for 26 August 2004 in the mid 80s to upper 90s, Friday
) ) ? lows in the low 60s to low 70s.
N N o J 5 TRELG Turkey: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
e o He dh oL H B & % & Aa e DO oo DO ‘mid 80s to low 90s, Friday lows in
Sumny PLCKy Mostycdy. Cioudy ~ Showers Tstorms  Rain  Rainknow  Snow Cold frnt. Warm fnt. Trough  Occluded fr. Staty. front g High the mid 60s to low 70s.

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home

AFRICA

e —
_Mazar-e-Sharif
TURKMENISTAN 104/75¢

. H L0 H L0 N f 1 I‘:zm . o

apeTown 66 47  Mogadshu 84 73 N f ) 3 .
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Kinchasa 85 65 Tipoll 108 100/69 X http:/fows.public.sembach.af.mil
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AFRTS Television Schedule

Updated sports listings are available on the first Scoreboard page in the sports section or AFN's Web si

http://myafn.dodmedia.osd.m
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He also began shnwlng movies. And he believes he’s g | Jeopardy! _ [The Wild Thornberrys _
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Cassity began by showing a Valentino film on the anni- :30_XXVIIl Summer XXV Summer Happy Days XXVl Summer
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and next year’s season is already being planned.

Wyatt, who chooses the films, says he likes bringing his
favorite films to a wider audience, and Cassity attributes
part of the series’ success to a growing interest in death,
pointing to the popularity of the HBO show “Six Feet
Under” and a recent reality series about a family-run
mortuary.

Visitors do keep some distance during the evening
events. They don’t actually sit on graves, though a few
family mausoleums ring the perimeter of the lawn where
‘movies are shown, including those of actor Douglas Fai
banks Jr. and his father, a co-founder of United Artists.
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With album debuting at No. 1, Ashlee Simpson shows she’s not mini-Jessica

BY ISAAC GUZMAN
New York Daily News

Ashlee Simpson grew up in her sister Jessica’s shadow,
but today, the younger sibling is a star in her own right.

Ashlee’s debut album, “Autobiography,” debuted at No. 1
on the Billboard charts, occupying a lofty slot that none of
Jessica’s three albums have managed to reach.

“It's insane,” Ashlee said of the record’s opening week
sales. “It’s been a long, fun process. But it’s not a compari-
son [to Jessical or anything like that.”

The comparison, however, is something that Ashlee
won't be able to avoid. After all, it was Jessica’s fame that
helped Ashlee snag both her Geffen Records deal and the
self-titled MTV show (which aired in the time slot following
big sister’s “Newlyweds”) that propelled the sales of “Auto-
biography.”

In the same way that Aaron Carter (brother of Backstreet
Boy Nick) and Silkk the Shocker (brother of rap impresario
Master P) practically inherited successful pop careers,
Ashlee simply has taken advantage of a new form of celebri-
ty nepotism.

It used to be that stars helped their children hit the big
time. Now, well-organized stage parents prompt other tal-
ented members of their brood to enter the fray. Soon, we're
also likely to hear about big projects from Haylie Duff (Hi-
lary’s older sister) and Jamie Lynn Spears (kin to Britney).

“You have young girls like Jessica Simpson and Britney
Spears and Hilary Duff making such a great living,” said
Atoosa Rubenstein, editor of Seventeen magazine. “If you
have another daughter or son who is equally talented, why
wouldn’t you want them in the family business? “These peo-
ple have all developed very strong brands, and the sibling is
Jjust an extension of that brand,” Rubenstein added.

At first, however, the spotlight illuminating her sister

was something that Ashlee — now 20, four years younger
than Jessica— could barely endure. When Jessica hit it big,
Ashlee had to be content as a dancer in her sister’s pop
show.
In the song “Shadow,” Ashlee recounts the experience.
“She was beautiful, she had everything and more,” she
sings. “It used to be so hard being me, living in the shadow
of someone else’s dream.”

“That song is about such an emotional feeling inside,”
Ashlee said. “It’s about dealing with the inner demons and
the voices in your head. Around 7 is when I first felt that
emotional detachment about everything, and I had to over-
come that.”

In part, Ashlee rebelled against her sister’s success by
trying to be different. If Jessica was going to be the good
girl who sang R&B songs, she’d be the rebel who tore up
her clothes and immersed herself in the ways of rock’s
toughest women, such as Janis Joplin, The Pretenders’
Chrissie Hynde and Blondie’s Deborah Harry.

Not every sibling gets an automatic pass to the big time.
Both Beyonce Knowle’s younger sister Solange and Bran-
dy’s brother Ray J failed to create identities apart from
their family.

MTV'’s “The Ashlee Simpson Show” gave her a chance to
show potential fans that she wasn’t simply a Jessica clone.
Viewers got to see her as she occasionally struggled to hit
the right notes or grew frustrated with the search to find
songs and a rock sound to fit her quirky, aggressive person-

ality.

“If you're a sibling of a star, you have to prove that your
image is not the same as theirs,” said Amy Doyle, vice presi-
dent of music programming for MTV.

The show quickly became one of the top five cable shows
with viewers from 12 to 34. When MTV offered a free, ad-
vance Internet stream of “Autobiography,” nearly 2.5 mil-
lion fans logged on, eclipsing a record set by Britney
Spears.

Ashlee attributes her following to changing trends in teen
taste. In the late 90s, boy bands and pop were the fad; now,
young people are more interested in the punk rock-inflect-
ed sound of Avril Lavigne.

“Kids are a lot smarter than people sometimes think that
they are,” Ashlee said. “More teenagers get you if you're
just being yourself and being real. I never worried about if
it was going to look or sound good on camera.”

Elvis announcer dies at 81

Al Dvorin, the concert announcer who
made famous the phrase “Elvis has left the
building,” was killed in an auto accident in
California. He was 81.

Dvorin was thrown from the car he was
riding in Sunday after it swerved off a
desert road near Ivanpah, the California
Highway Patrol said.

The night before, Dvorin performed his
signature closing line at an Elvis imperson-
ator concert in California.

A former bandleader and talent agent in
Chicago, Dvorin was with the King from
his early days as a performer and was on
his last tour in 1977, the year Presley died.

The phrase that Dvorin made his signa-
ture was first uttered by other announcers
early in Presley’s career. It was intended
to disperse audiences who lingered in
hopes of an Elvis encore.

Page reputation cemented

Jimmy Page hasn’t yet made it up the
stairway to heaven,
but he’s the first to
reach the new British
Walk of Fame.

The former Led Zep-
pelin guitarist cast his
hand prints in cement
Monday as the first
| music legend to be fea-
tured on London’s an-
swer to the Hollywood
Walk of Fame.

d  “It’s a real privilege

and a great honor to be

the first. I'm really

chuffed,” said Page, 60. “A Walk of Fame is

a fantastic 1dea, and it’s high time we had
one in London.”

The site of the British version is taking
shape outside the new Virgin Music super-

store on Piccadilly Circus, London’s land-
mark crossroads.

Page predicted it would soon become
crowded with hand prints.

“If you started putting m all the people T
think are deserving, you could cover the
whole of London,” he said.

Climbing back in the race

Just over a year after cutting off his right
arm to save his life during a solo hike in
Utah, Aspen adventurer Aron Ralston has
completed a grueling 100-mile race at an el-
evation of over 10,000 feet.

More than 400 runners began the Lead-
ville Trail race before dawn Saturday in
Colorado, racing through hail and lightning
at times, but fewer than half officially com-
pleted the race. Some dropped out because
of nausea and cramps and others weren't
able to cross the finish line within the
30-hour time limit.

Ralston, an official finisher with a time of
29:43, said he got sick after eating a sand-
wich but continued despite feeling nauseat-
ed.

Last April, Ralston
was hiking alone, nego-
tiating a canyon in
southeastern  Utah,
when his right arm be-
came pinned beneath
an 800-pound boulder.
After other failed at-
tempts, he freed him-
self on the fifth day by
snapping his bones and
using a knife to cut
through his arm.

Since then, he has
learned to play the piano one-handed,
climbed 14,000-foot-tall Colorado moun-
tains alone and returned to skiing and moun-
tain biking.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Ralston
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Prepared for hattle

1 joined the National Guard when I was
23 years old, with a 3-year-old daughter at
home, and a college degree. For the writer
of “Sending women to war wrong” (Aug.
15) to say that I “didn’t know what I was
getting myself into” is infuriating.

1 did not join the Army to sit behind a
desk somewhere and read about “real sol-
diers” getting killed, while I'm safe and
sound. I did not join for college money; I al-
ready had my degree. I did not join for an
extra paycheck, because, quite honestly,
when I enlisted I didn’t realize we get paid
for drill weekends in the National Guard.

1 joined to be a soldier, to defend my
counlry and kill bad guys, just like the

e

m currently serving in Iraq, where
lhe batlleﬁeld is all around us. Wherever
the Army takes me, I am prepared to fight.
Sure, the dangers in Iraq can be scary, and
I don't intend to come across as a
hard-core 11B wannabe; I'm just a commu-
nication troop in a small unit. But I would
not turn tail and run when faced with dan-
ger, because I'm not made like that.

The American government has not
forced me into harm’s way. 1 eagerly
sought it out. I would not change the fact
that T joined, I would not change being in
Traq, and I would support any draft that in-
cluded females, as we are capable of shar-
ing the load and should do our part to de-
tend freedom Jjust as males have all these

With all the stories of soldiers getting
killed over here, I would not be able to
look at myself in the mirror if T was not
over here, doing “my fair share to keep
alive the pnncxplﬂ of freedom for which
this country stands.” It’s only fair.

Spe. Donna J. Smith
Camp Cooke, Iraq

Woman’s place in Army

In response to “Sending women to war
wrong,” the writer should fast forward to
2004. Women are capable of much more
than cooking, cleaning and looking good. T
am an anti-feminist with the firm belief
that women do have their place, but men
have their place, too.

1 love to clean, shop and play with chil-
dren, but there is much more to me than
that. T am also capable of shooting just as
well as a man, running just as fast, and
fighting just as hard. But is this really
about that? I am not a female in the Army,
Tama US. soldier.

When T got deployed to Irag, I came
when I could have gotten out of it — and I
know countless males who found ways to
20 home. I knew what I was getting into
when I joined the military. My first reason
to join had nothing to do with the educa-
tional benefits. It had everything to do
with me being a fighter, loving the thrill of
achallenge, and wanting to serve my coun-
try. Women are not as naive as the writer
makes them out to be. College money was
just a great added bonus. I, along with
Ccountless other women, would give my life
freely to protect my country, or to protect
the soldier next to me.

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

We are in 2004, where terrorists attack
people based on their origin, not sex. Bul-
lets know no gender. Let women defend
themselves as men do, let us fight for our
country. If you don’t like it, leave the Unit-
ed States.

And for the record, women were not
sent here because of a severe manpower
shortage. We were sent here because our
nation is at war and we answered the call.

Laura Johnston
Al Tagaddum, Iraq

America’s finest

After reading “Sending women to war
wrong,” I was left speechless by the au-
thor’s comments. I am a five-year veteran
of the US. Army, currently serving in
Iraq. During my time in the Army, I have
had the distinct honor and privilege of
serving with some of this nation’s finest fe-
males.

Females have served and died for their
country during times of conflict in every
war we have fought. From being nurses
during the Civil War to fighter pilots in to-
day’s battles, women have bravely put
their country above themselves. They
serve a vital part in our nation’s armed
furces and have done so long before this

“severe manpower shortage.”

The author says that we have a national
policy that purposely places women in
combat. While the vast majority of jobs in
today’s military are open to women, they
are still restricted from combat arms
units. I have served with women who, if
given the chance, would jump at being in
combat units. In an age when women have
made great advances to be considered
equals with men, we should allow a
woman to serve her country in any way
she sees fit.

Before the letter writer says women
have no business being placed in harm’s
way, I suggest he first face harm himself.
Then I would suggest that he stop and ask
these women who willingly volunteer to
face danger.

Don’t trash the dedication these fine
Americans show when they serve, and cer-
tainly don’t blemish the sacrifices they

make when they give their life in combat.
Having served with one, Pfc. Karina Lau,
who gave her life in Iraq in November
2003, T can tell you firsthand that these
women know the risks that they take, and
are very willing and proud to face them.
Sgt. Troy Ward
Camp Cooke, Iraq

Sisters in arms

To lhe writer of “Sending women to war
wron; : Is it wrong for a woman to
want to defend her own freedom, or that of
her family and friends?

I am not only a proud military spouse,
but also the mother of a young female
solider and a female JROTC cadet who
plans to join her sister in the military.

The women of the U.S. armed forces are
proud to serve their country, and I should
think that anyone living in the United
States would be just oud to have them
serve, whether it be on lhe battlefield or
the parade field. I know I am.

And while it is a great loss to our coun-
try to lose any of our servicemembers, the
life that we live wasn’t given to us. It has
been paid for, and will continue to be paid
for, with the sweat and, yes, the blood of
those who answer the call of freedom —
male and female alike.

‘What bothers me most is that it took the
loss of a female solider from the writer’s
home state to bring this war “closer to
home” for him, while there are so many
Americans who live and breath the war
every day.

Those of us living in and around the
armed forces don’t see male and female,
but simply the camouflaged uniforms of
the soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and

oast Guard members who wear them.

‘We stand behind them all 100 percent, and

we mourn when the ultimate price is paid
by one of them, regardless of their sex.

Cindy Bell

Heidelberg, Germany

The right to fight

The writer of “Sending women to war
wrong” said America’s women are intelli-
gent, yet also stated that when they are en-
couraged to enlist in the active-duty mili-
tary, National Guard or Reserve forces,
they have no idea what they are getting
into. He said women are brave, loyal,
hard-working and patriotic, yet it seems
that he would like them at home taking
care of women’s work, not fighting for
their personal beliefs and their country.

The writer has things wrong: It is other
countries that have a bias against gender
and the belief of what a woman can or can-
not do.

And he talks of “historic norms and stan-
dards of decency’ toric norms called
for slavery. That changed. Historic norms
call for women to stay home and not work.
That, too, has changed. So has women’
right to choose to fight for their country.
Soldier on.

Jason Lagan
Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Swift boat dispute is a case study in bias

BY BEN WASSERSTEIN

ast Thursday, The Wash-

ington Post reported that

the military records of

Larry Thurlow, one of
John Kerry's major accusers
among the Swift Boat Veterans
for Truth, contradicted Thurlow’s
version of events and confirmed
Kerry's. At the very least, this
cast severe doubt on the charge
that Kerry fabricated the events
that earned him one of his Viet-
nam War medals.

The conservative media had
been pushing the fabrication
story energetically. How did it
deal with new evidence undermin-
ing it? As it turns out, at almost
every turn it soft-pedaled the new
evidence or outright ignored it,
showing its bias throughout.

On March 13, 1969, Kerry com-
manded one of five Navy Swift
boats in a raid up the Bay Hap
River and won a Bronze Star for
actions under enemy fire. Thur-
low commanded one of the other
boats, and he has claimed in con-
stant media rounds that there was
1o enemy fire. But, as The Post re-
ported, Thurlow also won a
Bronze Star that day, and the cita-
tion that accompanied it referred
to “enemy small arms and auto-
matic weapons fire” directed at
“all units.”

Thurlow’s current story casts
doubt on his own Bronze Star as
much as Kerry’s. Thurlow’s expla-
nation is that his citation’s record
of the events must have been
based on Kerry’s and that the in-
formation must have been provid-
ed by Kerry himself. There is an
“after-action report” that Thur-
low and John E. O'Neill, coauthor
of the anti-Kerry book “Unfit for

Command,” refer to as “Kerry’s
report” despite the fact that it
bears the initials KJW. (Later
news stories have pointed out that
Thurlow’s Bronze Star citation re-
fers to a witness to the enemy fire
(Thurlow crewmate Robert Lam-
bert) and that the KJW initials
are also on reports about events
Kerry was not involved in.)

No one has so far challenged
The Washington Post’s facts. Not
that you'd know that if you were
watching or listening to or read-
ing conservative media outlets.
Rupert Murdoch’s New York
Post ran Thurlow’s charge that
Kerry lied to get his medal. On
Friday, the day after The Wash-
ington Post story poked a hole in
that contention, the New York
Post ran a teeny story focusing
only on Kerry’s decision to coun-
terattack  against a  “tough
anti-Kerry TV ad.” The Wall
Street Journal editorial page and
its Web site, OpinionJournal, also
said nothing about the new evi-
dence.

The conservative Washington
Times did report The Washington
Post’s Thurlow scoop in a news ar-
ticle. It also ran Part 3 of its series
excerpting “Unfit for Command,”
and the excerpt on Friday includ-
ed Thurlow’s contention that
there was no hostile fire on
March 13, 1969. In his column on
Kerry, Washington Times Editor
in Chief Wesley Pruden wrote,
“The monsieur’s friends at The
Washington Post attempted to
muddy the waters for him yester-
day,” and then Pruden approving-
ly restated Thurlow’s assertions
and his explanation for the dis-
crepancy. An unsigned editorial
called on the media to investigate
the after-action report.

The leading serious conserva-
tive journal, the Weekly Stan-
dard, posted a new issue online
Friday with a cover story titled
“The Kerry Wars.” The story
cited The Washington Post article
and admitted that “the documen-
tary evidence available so far
backs Kerry’s story,” but its para-
graph dealing with the accusa-
tions that Kerry lied to get his
medals concludes that “such
claims boil down to Kerry's word
versus his opponents’.”

On TV and radio, all the action
came Thursday. ... John Kasich
was guest host of [Fox News
Channel’s] “The O'Reilly Factor”
on Thursday, and Thurlow him-
self phoned in to address The
Washington Post’s story. To his
credit, Kasich hammered Thur-
low with questions, making the
common-sense point, “You know,
if I got a citation that said I saved
somebody ... and it wasn’t that
way, I don’t know, maybe I would
attempt to correct the record.”
Thurlow just repeated that there
had been no enemy fire and that
Kerry had written the report on
which the citation was based. He
wasn’t asked for evidence. ...

Following “O’Reilly,” “Hannity
& Colmes” tackled the Thurlow
story with O’Neill as their guest
(they said the Kerry campaign de-
clined to send a representative).
O'Neill said he knew Kerry h:
prepared the report that the m
tions were based on “because
body reading it with pX‘dCllLal
knowledge would know that” and
because other officers such as
Thurlow said that Kerry often
wrote  after-action  reports.
“There’s not a bullet hole in any
of those three boats, not one,” he

said, offering no documentation.
(The Los Angeles Times reported
Friday that a report on “battle
damage” to Thurlow’s boat made
reference to “three 30 cal bullet
holes about super structure.”)
Meanwhile, on the radio, Rush
Limbaugh offered a master class
in turning The Washington Post’s
story into an indictment of Kerry.
In his opening monologue, Lim-
baugh said that to vote for Kerry,
one would “have to accept only
what he tells us about his service
record.” That left out the small
matter of the accounts from his
crewmates, Kerry's war record
and Thurlow’s war record. ...
Ignoring all the evidence in
Kerry s favor, Limbaugh later
aid: “We haven't got any evi-
dence because the Kerry cam-
paign won’t come forth and de-
fend any of this.” In a speech that
day, Kerry directly addressed the
charges against him by asking
people to look at his record. But

Lxmbaugh repeatedly asserted:

e won't face this. He runs
it,” and “he won’t answer the
charges.”

By the end of the program, it
seemed as though the revelations
about Thurlow gave Limbaugh
more confidence in the Swift
Vets’ account.

“How come it's causing so
much angst? ... It's because it’s
true, probably,” Limbaugh said.

e’re supposed to believe what
[the Kerry campaign says]. Be-
cause their attitude is, ‘If we say
it it's true, if the other guys say it,
it’s a lie, believe us.’

That amlude with its blithe dis-
missal of opposing evidence, per-
fectly describes the Swift Boat
Veterans for Truth and its en-
ablers in the media. What proof
there is supports Kerry, and yet
to the right-wing media the bur-
den of proof falls on him.

Ben Wasserstein is a writer in New York.
This column first appeared in the Los.
Angeles Times.

Kerry’s never been to Cambodia, yet he won’t leave

BY JOSHUA MURAVCHIK

ost of the debate between the

former shipmates who swear

by John Kerry and the group

of other Swift Boat veterans
who are attacking his military record focus-
es on matters that few of us have the experi-
ence or the moral standing to judge. But
one issue, having nothing to do with med-
als, wounds or bravery under fire, goes to
the heart of Kerry’s quahﬁcauons for the

and is therefore that
each of us must consider. That is Kerry’s
apparem.ly fabricated claim that he fought
in Cambodia.

Itis an assertion he made first, insofar as
the written record reveals, in 1979 in a let-
ter to the Boston Herald. Since then he has
repeated it on at least eight occasions. ...
The most dramatic iteration came on the
floor of the Senate in 1986, when he made
it the centerpiece of a 20-minute oration
against aid to the Nicaraguan contras.

Kerry argued that contra aid could put
the United States on the path to deeper in-
volvement despite denials by the Reagan
administration of such intent. Kerry began
by reading out similar denials regarding
Vietnam from presidents Eisenhower,
Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon. Then he of-
fered this devastating riposte: “I remem-
ber Christmas of 1968 sitting on a gunboat
in Cambodia. I remember what it was like
to be shot at by Vietnamese and Khmer
Rouge and Cambodians, and have the presi-

dent of the United States telling the Ameri-
can people that I was not there; the troops
were not in Cambodia. I have that memory
which is seared — seared — in me.”
However seared he was, Kerry’s spokes-
men now say his memory was faulty.
‘When the Swift Boat veterans who oppose
Kerry presented statements from his com-
manders and members of his unit denying
his boat entered Cambodia, none of Ker-
1y’s shipmates came forward ... to corrobo-
rate his account. ... [Tlhe point of Kerry’s
1986 speech was that he had taken part in a
secret and illegal war in a neutral country.

That was only true if he was “in Cambo-
dia,” as he had often said he was. If he was
merely “near,” then his deliberate mis-
statement falsified the entire speech. ...
After his discharge, Kerry became the
leader of Vietnam Veterans Against the
War. Once, he presented to Congress the
accounts by his VVAW comrades of having
“personally raped, cut off ears, cut off
heads, taped wires ... to human genitals .
razed villages in a fashion reminiscent ni‘

false, some told by impostors who had sto-
len the identities of real GIs, but Kerry him-
self was not implicated in the fraud. .

" has claimed that the epiphany
he had that Christmas was about truthful-
ness. ... If — as seems almost surely the
case — Kerry himself has lied about what
he did in Vietnam, and has done so not
merely to spice his biography but to influ-
ence national policy, then he is surely not
the kind of man we want as our president.

Genghis Khan ... poisoned
Later it was shown that many of the stories
on which Kerry based this testimony were

Joshua Muravehik is a resident scholar at the
American Enterprise Institute. This column first
appeared in The Washington Post.
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Horoscope

With Mercury still retrograde, and
both the sun and moon in signs that
like to be super subtle with emotion-
al sharing, some actions

taken will be misconstrued.

nize its uniqueness, and appreciate
what this tie brings to your life.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Your own achievement has sur-
passed your expectation, and that's
a remarkable feeling — for about an
hour. Then, true to form, you're
trying to improve again. If

The lunar influence is Capri-  J0ye Jillson  youre not communicating

com, 5o the confusion could ~ with family, break the

center around who's being pattem.

shown respect, how and LIBRA (Sept.

why. To avoid trouble, pay 23-Oct. 23). Everyone

attention to protocol, and be has an opinion, but that

as clear as possible. doesn't obligate you to
TODAY'S BIRTHDAY N follow the advice. Feel

(August 26). You count

your wealth in many curren-

cies this year — love is at G
the top of that list. Relation-

ships get tighter as your
commitment becomes more definite.
New income sources are featured in
the next six weeks. Getting the
proper skills will ensure that you get
a position you're aiming for this fall.
Love signs are Cancer or Leo.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
The theme is connection. You un-
consciously quest to better under-
stand the nature of friendship, to
reconnect with a forgotten friendship
or to leam the true meaning of
friendship. Tonight, the cat is out of
the bag.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
‘Your imagination needs to be nour-
ished, and this happens best when
you get out of your normal environ-
ment and experience something
new. It won't happen naturally.
Some planning and effort must take
place.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Errands and appointments rule your
schedule, but what happens during
the pit stops in between will be the
most fascinating. There’s much to
envy about a fabulous friend, and
these feelings are best kept private.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Practical matters need speedy
resolution. Your relationships (espe-
cially the romantic ones) run much
more smoothly when the bills are
paid. At work, you'll be required to
do a lot in a small stretch of time.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your
rare qualities are highlighted. Your
relationship with a certain person is
different from any other relationship
either you or this person has. Recog-

free to live your way. The
old success wheel will
‘ start rolling when you
develop your individuality
to an even higher level.
Romance s in the air tonight.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Family members show love and
support in their own funny way.
Special relationships help you with
job advancement. You needn't feel
quilty, as the benefits will be mutual.

Your contribution at work is great-
ly enriching.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Pace yourself, and don't let
demands run you ragged. You can
only do so much on your own and
may find it necessary to delegate
more of your load. Start by getting
the help of your nearest and dear-
est.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You have superhuman energy!
You may use it to further everyone
else’s agenda, but don't forget about
'your own projects. A friend’s
self-confidence is directly affected by
your opinion. Be compassionate, but
don't be neutral.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Your normally easygoing attitude is
overthrown by a consuming feeling
of exhilaration. A creative life force is
surging through you now, and it
touches all you do with a passionate
fire. Appreciation for your work is
coming.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You'll be exploring your ideals and
maybe changing them, too. You're a
complex being with needs that can
only be met in your own quirky time.
Adventure and spontaneity are the
remedy for your restless spirit.

Creators Syndicate
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword
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Collections could be sign of 0CD JUiELE

Dear Abby: “Living Like a
Hermit in California” com-
plained about her husband’s
unusual collecting behavior.

“He owns 24 cars,” she wrote.
“None of them run; they just sit
and rot. He buys old airplanes
although he doesn’t know how to
fly and they, too, sit rust-
ing away. He also col-
lects cardboard boxes
and anything in bulk.”
You suggested she con-
tact a lawyer and get her
husband a psychiatric
evaluation.

His hoarding sounds
like obsessive-compul-
sive disorder to me. I
have depression and,
during my worst times, I
have voraciously collect-
ed metal washers. T
found it soothing to have
something to concentrate on
besides my problems. The quali-
ty of my collection was a substi-
tute for real accomplishment.

The fact that “Living’s” hus-
band is also withdrawn leads me
to suspect that he has depression,
0CD or a similar psychiatric

Dear Abby

problem. I got help for mine, and T
feel much better. Her husband
might never be normal, but a good
place to start would be sympathy,
patience and a caring doctor.
— Ohio Hoarder

Dear Ohio: I advised “Living
Like a Hermit in California” to
consult a lawyer be-
cause she said her
husband had moved
them out of a house
into a trailer and had
spent all their assets on
his “hobby.” I agree
that he may be mental-
ly ill. Read on:

Dear Abby: The
letter from “Living Like
a Hermit” had a famil-
iar ring. My neighbor
exhibited similar behav-
ior and was diagnosed with manic
depression. When she was up, she
collected; when she was down she
withdrew from the world.

Roger may be more than “ec-
centric”; he may suffer from a
mental illness.

— Been There in Tampa, Fla.

Dear Been There: That may be
true, but I am not qualified to
diagnose him.

Dear Ahby: Tell that woman
to get off her duff, learn more
about her husband’s collection
and then get on eBay! There are
people rebuilding old cars who
have to order custom parts when
none are available. And in Cali-
fornia, the movie business is
always looking for props.

ne studio rented my former
father-in-law’s car while shoot-
ing a movie about the Kennedy
assassination in Dallas.

LEREC

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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WHEN THE RING
SEJERY '5OLD FOR A

They asked for ion to
paint the car black. He said,
“Sure, as long as you paint it
white again before you return it.”
And they did!
— Nancy in Houston

Dear Nancy: I love your idea
about turning her husband’s “com-
pulsion” into an income stream.
They could use the money.
Letters for this column — with your

ame and phone number — should be

addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

PREMIDM PRICE,
THE JEWELER

wapw jurable. com

SAID T WAS

Now arrange the circled letters to

L
GOURAC
form the surprise answer, as

| I [ A j I by the above cartoon.
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(

Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles: MAIZE  BAKED FORGOT  CIPHER
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Counter cancer before it strikes

Dear Annie: 1 am at
my computer giving
some advice to “New
Jersey,” whose hus-
band’s family history
puts him at high risk for
prostate cancer, but he
refuses to see a doctor
because he is too embar-
rassed and doesn’t want
anyone touching him.
That’s too bad, because
he can be sure the morti-
cian is going to touch him — and
sooner than he thinks.

This man knows he is showing
symptoms, yet he does nothing.
Thank you for telling him to
look into information available
through the American Cancer
Society. Years ago, my husband
was diagnosed with testicular
cancer. Very little information
was available to the public at
the time. He had surgery, fol-
low-ups and 12 years of office
visits in order for this informa-
tion to be compiled.

Annie’s Mailbox

Please tell “New
ersey” to have her
husband read this and
think about his wife
and family. If he cares
about them, he will do
whatever is necessary
to stick around.

— Lived Through It

in Michigan
Dear Michigan: Our

readers were quite
concerned about this
man’s willful disregard
of his health and hoped he would
change his mind soon. Here's
one more:

Dear Annie: 1 would like to
say something to “New Jersey’s”
husband: The only embarrass-
ment you will suffer is when
others find out you did nothing to
protect your health. Your doctor
visits are private, and members
of your immediate family will
know only that you are going in
for a checkup.

1 also am at high risk of devel-

oping prostate cancer because
both my grandfather and father
died of it. My father fought the
cancer for over seven years.
During that time, I had many
opportunities to tell him I loved
him. He showed me many
strengths by not quitting, deny-
ing or looking for false hope. I
miss my father greatly, but his
lessons are ingrained in me.

At the age of 37, I began regu-
lar prostate checks. I am now 45.
A digital exam may be uncom-
fortable, but it is not painful. A
PSA blood test is done along with
all my other blood work. I am on
the right track to discover pros-
tate cancer early enough to beat
it if it comes knocking on my
door. I want to tell him: Be
strong, get yourself checked, and
live life to the fullest.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators
syndicate, 5777 W. Century Blvd.,
Suite 700, Los Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate

GRAFEITY

Dennis the Menace

"DAD! 1Gor A PICTURE OF THAT NEIGHEO!
LADY WASHING HER CAR (N THOSE SHORTS
YOU LIKE 50 MUCH."

Yesterday

Answer:  What the shady salesman did 1o the unsus-

pecting buyer — TOOK HiM FOR A RIDE

Family Circus

©2004 B Keare, 0
st by King =oatures Sy
wevew amiycircus com

“PJ shouldn’t complain about taking a
short nap. Cicada moths sleep for
17 years.”
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STRIPES SERVICE DIRECTORY

your daily guide to navigating
the European Business Market

FOR INFOR*al Mk ON GROW 14N TNUR BUSIH
CON=ALT LEAN ADAM 1~ 1JY: 06155-5u.003 or DS~:

5% W TH THE §-4¥1T+ DIRECTORY.
32%-5203

Anomeys 886

Travel Agenc'es

rt

Jong Linde & Claddis

Weinman Rechisamwasite

Specialzingin Famlly Law/Child
Custody Md\l(-fs Tena

No luck with seats in Jul/Avg?

Fly after 1 Sep & save up to 50%

Exantple:

hane: +49lﬂ 11-222969 30
St LA i
1

FuII Se

S & German Dnorces.
Emuuymam & Persanal
3 nifL o

- Arlanta
NOW: $600 and up (F available)
After 1 Sep S315 with Northwese*
e ot Imchuited, FeReTIm 45 Iew Hhbwy FowRE.

Personal Injury and Medical Malpractice, Tort
laims, International Contracts and
immigration Law.
Darmstidier Landstraie 164, 60598 Frankiurt am Main
Tel: (06108) 79 75 79 Fax: (06108) 79 96 22

Attorney at Law Marion J. Browning-Baker

Former Judge Advocate
Tel: 0711 161 0000
email: info@browningbakerlaw.com
A Full Service Law Firm Specializing in
Military, Department of Defense Civilian
Divorce and Child Custody Matters.
I

Auto Parts 180

1
Fly To The States for as low as
299 Euro
Round Trip incl. Tax!
call toll free 0800-5878359

v‘

World of

Tul

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00
$a 09:00 - 13:00

I
AB c TRAVEL SERVICE (@ ||

Q)H (2 (111 i n

s w1 1

EURAIL

IIl 'BEST WAY TO SEE EURDPE

u

DISCOUNT FLIGHT

Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan
www.flyusave.com
ph: 0180-5007427

ltavel Center

or EMAIL: adamss@mail.estripes.osd.mil
0

Long Distance
Service

660

Buy
Stripes this
‘GERMANY Cell:
Sunday OVER DSN:
and every SPAI
PORTUGAL:
Sunday to TURKEY:
get your
scene!

ing your Milite
sber + PN from
a

Sign Up and get a *Free
800 Number from the US!

26c
5.9¢c
7.9¢
9.9¢
289¢c
™ Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 hrs!
= Credit Card/ US Bank Debit!
= Itamized Montily Billing!
= 24/7 Live Customer Support

0-800-1826-224
800-872-252
900-961-539
1-402-392-7513
Inln@milhel.net

Transportation

'WORLDWIDE SHIPPING AGENCY
SeecaLzNG IN PCS WITHOUT STRESS!
QY OVES  Ship Cars/Containers
Woro-Woel o/t
S rrEEOn i ﬁ’:j.‘f’xi“q'w
3

Ope
w. vnrldvnde -Ship. de

Dependable Courteous BPrompt )
Visit the Kudos on our site and

see what your friends have to say!

www.dmauto.com
“mention this ad for a free NAPA hat”

(@'

Serving those who Serve America Since 1971
ih:516-822-6662 * Fax: 516-822-502

I
ary Travel International
Over a million airfares worldwide
Monday-Friday 1000-1800 Saturday 1200-1400

http://www.mtitravel.us Tel 06181-906690
ook Online!

@B Acchatienburger St 64, 63457 Hanau-Wollgang

AmericanAirlines’
T

INTERGLOBAI. Shipping GmbH
Specialized Shipping tolfrom the US & Canada
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings
Contact your
info@interglobalshipping de
globalshipping.de
Tl (0421) 340650 o (0421)340 £365

!

Pro’s at the Docks today!ll

Medical 690

Travel 1000

* * cauTonay 0700-00-BRACES(272237)
end & Evaning Appantmencs Avaianie |

r EereR.
Soneand foint Surgery

FRAKISELINIE HEIDELBERD

Dietrich Terbriiggen, M.D.
aurra and Othope e Sargson

ant Ot ecic Surgean
ot Beplacarert

DSL Flat Rate €29.90%
| Unlimited Time & Volume or
Internet|Dial Up Connection

Phone: 06731-2348
1

o DSL and Cellservice now
‘Pt f;”e‘ i Taly and Germany.
R cal us: 06221750050

B fox us: 062217500555

0 e-mai: postofice@pjsnetcom
e —

+ DSLFLAT RATE
SAME DAY ACTIVATION
ALL SERVICE

+ SUPPORT IN ENGLISH

i, Al s

T
LELLEEYEiA YL
Travel Service
Cari-Zeiss Sirasse 7
66877 Ramsiein (n ROLAND'S Auls Agercy)
Tel: 06371817270 Fax. 08371-617272

SANTA HAS HIS XMAS FLT,, DO YOU?

Flight

Phone: (1as) 6221312866
a (4g) 2146
Ml tebroeggen

NO Deposit Required to reserve seats

Layaway Prograrm « E-Tickats Availabie
Biokings avAIaBio U 1o 8 manths in advance

CALL for your llckets TODAY!

Get your copy for FR

Now Stars and Stripes newspaper
is also available electronically.

estripes.osd.mil

EE at

Financial Services 904

Worldwide Loan Services for active
U.S Military. Call toll free:

Germarry DBOOyesioan Maly/Belgiun mallllps\:aus
USh 167Tomniusa  or po to wanw yesameicom

NS

Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above
Call-Fax-Email for IMMEDIATE SERVICE

E-Mail: USLoansramstein@
Toll Free Tel. 0800-USLOANS (875-6267)
Hours: Mon-Fri 0900-1800- Open ALL Holidays

i Leading Amercan Miary Lenders

STARSu#STRIPES

Your Hometown Newspaper

Wherever You Go, We Go.
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

.. it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS {
1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0B0) and phone number).
2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.
3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate
payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

CCONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD

Phone:

Toll Free In Eumpe
Netherlands: 0800-0223804
ULK.: 0800-0¢

PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES

1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). §
2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). §
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). §

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property
for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to

property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations.  Employment Rates apply fo

Jobs Offered and Job Fairs. For Commercial or Employment Rate information contact Stars & Stripes Classified.

* Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: Vi

MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please do not send cash. If an ad is not received by the designated deadline,
it will begin running the next availzble day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays

§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per line.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING COUPON
D 4 lines/4 days @ $20  [J4 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55

-601-3

-601-447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
Belgium: 0800-7802

Ttaly:
751

Customer Service: 06155 501537 M DSN 349-8437

ON BUSINESS RATES OR ADVERTISING IN THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,
tnunn SEAN ADAMS AT CIV: 06155-601203 or DSN: 349-8203.

SeMceSSlﬂam. 5:30 p.m.)

Germany: 0800-1011-271
SALEg G IR

MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY

TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:

Phone #:

Exp.Date:

Run Date(s):

Szmi Payment to:
Address
uropean Stars & Stripes

Classified Advertising Department

Unit 29480, APO AE

International Address

uropean Stars & Stripes

ATTN: Classified Advertising
Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

Deadline to place, cancel, o make any change to an ad Is four business days prior to it date of publicaton. 15 the resporsbility of the advertiser to contact European Stars & Stripes Cassiied on the fist date of publication to corect erfos. 1F the ad has a typagraphical erar, that does ot
affect the integral value of the ad, ie.c., misspelled words; wrong categary (case-by-case): CAPS, bld, taiczed incorrectl; it willbe corrected, but no makegood wil be given. Incortect phone numbers, wrong price, wrong dates, make or model lsted incorrecly will rsultin a makegaod for one
additional day. Stas & Stripe resérves the right o edit and return any and all ads considered inapproprate for pubishing. ALl classified advertisements are non-refundable,
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Quality Assurance Representatives

Individuals are

Central Germany. Candidates need to

needed for positions within

have

extensive Motor Pool experience in maintaining
US. Army tactical vehicles and equipment
Understanding of contracting procedures would
‘Team players possessing excellent

be beneficial.

in the user skills of Microsoft's Office 2060 Suite
is necessary. _Inierested? Fax resume to: 0631-

414-3408 or _c-mail to: hb de

MPRI

Logistics Analysts
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in the Maintenance and Logistics of U. §

Army tactical combat vehicles.
Motor Poal

Recent
experience with background

skills within the Army Vehicle Maintenance
Program is necessary. Familiarity of the

Army  Procurement,
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Gordon runs
test laps
under lights
at Darlington

BY PETE IACOBELLI
The Associated Press

DARLINGTON, S.C. — Jeff
Gordon is indeed serious about
winning Nextel Cup champion-
ships.

He turned a 10-lap exhibition
under the new lights at Darling-
ton Raceway on Tuesday night
into a solid, fact-gathering test
that will serve him not only this
fall but next spring as well.

“These are the things that he’s
always on top of his game think-
ing about,” crew chief Robbie
Loomis said.

Darlington turned on its light-
ing system for the first time this

week. Gordon is one of the
S55-year-old track’s all-time cham-
pions — he shares a record five
Southern 500 victories with Cale
Yarborough — and was invited to
ride before 12,000 cheering fans.

But such fan-friendly tours
aren’t for Gordon, who took over
the Nextel Cup points lead last
week at Michigan International
Speedway.

Gordon brought a machine he
raced with at Darlington last
year.

And after truck racer Bobby
Hamilton did doughnuts on the
track and smoked the tires for the
first under-the-lights burnout,
Gordon called on track crews to
clean the debris before charging
from the pits.

“That’s why we took advantage
of this opportunity,” Gordon said
after climbing from his car. “We
thought about testing here. I don’t
know we might still. But at least I
got eight, 10 laps on the computer
here with the telemetry on the
car.”

Much of that info probably
won’t help Gordon in November
when Darlington hosts its final
Southern 500 as the next-to-last
race in the Nextel Cup’s champi-
onship chase. Loomis says the
team will store the information
for next May when the track
holds its only 2005 race.

“When we come back for the
lights, that’s when it'll be an ad-
vantage,” Loomis said.

On the way to Darlington, Gor-
don and Loomis discussed how
they might gain a jump on com-
petitors long before others test at
night.

Loomis said Gordon wondered
about the affects of the South
Carolina sunset on track condi-
uons or lingering glare on cock-

Gﬂrdnn said he'll need all the in-
formation  to eed in
NASCAR’s newest champwnshlp
format in which the top 10 in
points advance to a final 10-race
shootout. Should Gordon hold his
lead after the race at Richmond
International Raceway on Sept.
11, he’ll have a five-point edge on
second place.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN schedule

B0 times central Eurgpean. AR
Pacific/Kore:

e E RS delayed Liatings ave atest

available from AFRIS and subjct fo change

without notice.)

Television

aseball—N.Y. Yankees at Cleveland, 1:30
e STaY, ST aiore st oagand 4

m. Friday (did), SPT.
ftsman Trucks O'Reilly
(did), SPT.

y (did), S

[ A —
r id

nal, 10 p.m Thursda

s listed as “live”
Py o) frequemly e e foeds. of
NBCS “tape-delayed coverage. of -cvents
day. Turn to
local TV outlets for real-time coverage):

1 p.m. Thursday, Aug, 28 (SPT) - Canoeing:
sontinals; Nen's basketoall: quarterfindi

ive).

6536 pm. Thursday, Aug. 26 - Women's soc-
ceri_gold medal”match”Cive: "Woren's
water polo: goid medal match; Synchro-
ized simming: team Competition:

2 a.m. Friday, Aug. 27 - Track and field:
men's long jum fingl, men's 400m hurdies
final, mer’s 200m final; Diving: women’s

Women's

surmg:nard semifinal and final;

Aing, 27 Track and fel:
hiah Wrestiing:
&S Roman Tisals: Mcn Riathion.

m.Frday, Aug: 27 (GPT) - Women's bas-
ke( all semifinal %ancemg‘ima\
Men's baske

Track and field:
s 100m hurdles
A Sdamen ong g fne, Momen's 2
s 4x100m relay final;
Dlatiorm competition; Synchro-
mzedswlmmmq : eam final.
ol urday, Aug, 28 - Men's voley:
Aol Cyeling: omens aountain
B Whesting! Feesiyie Compettion.

Radio

(Wistings are feeds from AFN in Califonia.
Some mi I\ )

h I—M
Thursday; San Franc\scn at F\undz,l a .m. F
day. San "Francisco at Atlanta, 2 am. Sun-

llege foatball—Southern cal vs, virginia
Tech 30 am, Saturday, Texas AGM al
utah, 1:30 a.m. Friday, oot IHorida st at
Wi 20 uesce 2y, S
Olympics— wamensbaskeenan quanem
nat Game. 3 am v; merrs b
ball, quarterfinal e
ket
game, o am, Friday; women's basketball
onse medal gamd. 158b. bon. Saturda
women's basketball, champlonghip game,

ein n al, women
la

3:05 pam. basketball,
bronze-medal g Saturday:

men's basketball. gold-medal game, 936
p.m. Saturday.

AFNEUrope can be reached at
German civilian " (+4
68 15t aa-4aa. ATRAante’s Web sit 13

Major League Soccer

EASTERN

L TPts GF GA

Metrostars §5 32 36 36

Columbus 5 24 23

£ United H 313

cage 982328

Newhiand ] 30 3

WESTERN

L TPts GF GA

Kansas City 10753 3123

Los Angeles 683 3 3

7832 2

Sty HEEE
Dallas 2

2
. NOTE Three points fo victory, one
for
rday's games
D.C. United o Rew EnGIAnd
Chcago at balas
Colorado at san Jose
inday's game
Columbus at MetroStars

Wednesday, Sept. 1

Kansas City at Chicago'
Saturday, Sept. 4
San Jose at New England
Los Angeles at Columbus
D.C. United at Chic

NieiroStars at Kansas City
Dallas at Colorado

Pro football

NFL preseason

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
Eas
§ LT PE PA
Miami I0 500 16 2
NV Jets 1030 4
10 31 2
Newtagland 1o 20 3 5
Tennessee. 0 01000 40 18
Indianapolis 10 500
10 500 21 38
Jacksonville 10 500 19 22
North
levelar 10 500 20 3
Cincinnati 10 50 37 3
Baltimore 10 500 a1 %
Pittsburgh 10 500 55 30
Kansas City 10 500 48 41
Qakiand 10 50 53 51
San Diego 10 500 55 34
Denver 2 0 333 2 39
NATIONAL CONFEREN(
Eas
L T Pct PFPA
Washington T 0 667 57 40
Dallas 10 500 21 38
N, Giants 10 500 54 51
Philadelphia 10 00 32 @1
Carolina 0 01000 50 49
Atlanta 10 500 27 48
New Orleans 10 500 37 2
Tampa Bay 10 500 26 20
North
Chicago 001000 33 23
Green Bay 1050 2 3%
Minnesota 10 500 47 33
10 500 37 38
West
Seattle 10 500 2 22
20 o0 19 61
Szn anclscu 20 000 43 53
st 20 000 17 37
Monday's game
Kansas City 24, St. Louis
Thursday's game
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia
Fridays gam
Ny, Glants at .Y, ets
Washington at S
Green Bay at Jacksor\vme
San Francisco at Minnesota
w Orleans at C}
Notoralanar
Seattle at San Diego
rday’s games

Buffalo at Indianapols
Miami at Tampa Bay

at Arzona
y, Aug.
Tennessee at a9 %

Youth baseball

Little League World Series
At Swlh WIIIIams\%srt. Pa.
pooL A wEST Gonelo Valley Thousand
Oaks, ENGLAND, mea (WI)
SouTHEAST Murgan on, AN
DsznEnn(lnwa) Northwe
MID- ATLANTIC Snulh Caroline,

M N ST, Redmond
(W h) ; GREAT I. KES, Owensboro
(Ky.) Southcrn SOUTHWEST, Lamar Nation-
al, Richmond, Texa: S,

| POOLC ZLATIN AERICA: Corundu, Pa
ast Nepearl, Ottawa: ASA,

Oaklan

Suen Tawan: v Pojand.
POOL D~ PACIFIC, szman TRANSATLAN

T, Arabian Americin, Saudi Arab

CO:Guadalupe Linda Vi oL

> Aug
and Oaks, ca\)‘ kS {9260, R1.1
Phbac e s
East Nepean, Giiaa . Kutno, poland 1
Richmend, Téxas 13, Pres! , Md. T
Corundu, banama
Gwensboro, Krd R d

Internati

Pabao, Curucag ve. Shou Tlen, Taiwan

Richmond, Texas v arganton, N.C.
‘Thursday, Aug. 26

ternational
Corundu, Panama vs. Nuevo Leon

United States
Thousand Oaks, Cali, vs. Preston, Md.
riday, Au
Rain Day. no game schc Uled
Aug. 28
Ipternational chamnmnsmn

champions}
onm CHAMPIONSNIP
Sunday,

International runner- 5. US. runner-up

i
jon:
Intenational champion vs. U, champion

Tuesday’s transac ns

BASEE)

E BASEBALL— Suspended st.
Lo RSN varer 16 dassfor mapiy:
ing 8 forelgn substance to balls during an

American League
ELAND INDIANS—Agreed to terms
Sowers.

CLEVI
wifh EHP Jerems
ROYALS—Placed 18 Mike

1B
Swieoney on the 18-day bL Called up OF Alex-
is Ggmez from omaha of e

TEXAS RA ams-placea "y
Banoiton (e 1a-gay DL
{gact of RHP Chris Young from Okiahoma of
the PCL.

nal L
CINCINNAYI REDS—ActlvalEd OF Austi
rns from the 60-day DL. Optioned RHP
Mau Eehs\e to LoulsVIHS of the
ROCKIES—Placed OF Preston
Wilson Dn the 15-day
21. Recalled OF Chaa Freeman from Colo-
Failo Springs of the BCL. Extended their afil-
ation contract with Asheville of the South At-
lantic League (hmu h 2006.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Purchased the
contract o1 e Masao Kida rom (25 Vegas
L V Optioned LHP Mike Venafro

i

uﬂAuxn BREWERS— S\Qned RHP Alex-
andre Periard.

K METS—Opti
O R Mot b el u
Heath Bell from Norfolk. Translcrrc
Grber Moreno from the 1
LOUIS *CARDINALS— Ag

to By
aheld. ?Ao Hochsd
of the PCL. Op-
1 t0 Moy
P iced LHP Sterlin
Hitchcock on the 15-ay DL Called tp RH
Dennis Tankersiey from Portland of the bCL.
an refused an
SRS nmem o boriiand asd slocted
tobecome a

RHP Aaron
RHP

RHP

DI

0

askethall Association,

ATU -~ Na
erE-Bown, Greg Ballard, Bab Ecndnr and
Bt Fiocle 3s Seortant c
RS promoted Mike
ratz ta director of baskethal Spcrations
imed Mark Warkentian director of player
personnel
DALLAS MAVERICKS—Traded F-C Christian
Laettner, F Eduardo Najera, two future
firstround draft picks and i draft riohts
2nd 6 Wiaden sekularac to
Golden: state or C Erick Dampier. G ban

au, Cevar S Chrmeyer and the draft 1O to
eve
Los an ELES LAKERS—Signed G Nate
n:

AND TRAIL BLAZERS—Named Kevin
Pritchard director of g\alyAer personnel.

National Football
ARIZONA CARDINAL el iR scott

Anderson off walvers ffom Detrolt, WR

Lawrence Hamilton off waivers fror

New York Jets and DT Cedric Sihans o

Walvers from ballas,

raded OT Javiar Col-

it Caro e ior 5 Candiioal 5008 drsti

ick.
DETROIT LIONS—Signed LB Stevie Baggs.

MIAMI DOLPHINS=Claimed WR Srydn
glimere off walvers from Arizona. Waive
WR Willie Johns

VINNESOTA VIKINGS —Claimed CB Derek
Ross off waivers from New Orleans.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Released FB
Fred McCrary. Placed S Guss Scott on in-
jured reserve.

NEW YORK GIANTS—Signed OL grand
Winey. Placed WR James Mcknight
Juredreserve:

NEW YORK JETS—Signed QB Quincy Cart-

er.
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—Signed DT Dan Ru-
mishek. .

coLUMBIA-Namég U
leticdirector

EORD Announced the resignation of
Harve Shapiro,

nne Murphy ath-

of Pred. Rocthiahe

iamed Russ
gymnastics coach.

RAMAPO—Named Tiesha Grace women's

basketball coach, Michacl Jackson men's

and_ women's cross. iy, and, track

coach Leslle Lafronz feld hockey and worn:
n's lacrosse coach,

ANK MCNAMARA

55 C0 0 TSt
Z3

sr\u. UNABLE 1O FIX THE HURRIED
Y OF THE

CONSTRUCTION THAT PRAINED
SWIMMING VENUES, ATHENS OFFICIALS HAVE HAD
\MVR(.W\SE FOR THE SYNCRRONIZED SWIMMING C.OMVQTYTION

WLAR Anos

millr inds@uexpress com
o synocot

Bills top pick Losman
out with broken leg

BY JOHN WAWROW
The Associated Press

PITTSFORD, N.Y. — Buffalo
Bills rookie quarterback J.P. Los-
man was scheduled to have sur-
gery Thursday to repair a broken
left leg.

Coach Mike Mularkey said
after practice Wednesday that
Losman will be out indefinitely.
Mularkey added that he antici-
pates Losman to be back at some
point this season, but won't know
when until after the operation.

Losman, the second of Buffalo’s
two first-round picks, broke his
fibula two hours into Tuesday’s
practice when he fell awkwardly
at the end of a run after being hit
by cornerback Troy Vincent.

The initial prognosis is Losman
will miss 2-3 three months. The in-
jury is being described as similar
to one sustained by Atlanta quar-
terback Michael Vick last August.
Vick required 3% months of re-
covery before he played.

Bills president Tom Donahoe
said it's too early to discuss wheth-
er the team will bring in a quarter-
back or determine whether to end
Losman’s season by placing him
on the injured reserve list.

The Bills have three quarter-
backs on their roster, headed by
starter Drew Bledsoe. Former
third-stringer Travis Brown is ex-
pected to serve as Bledsoe’s back-
up. There’s also undrafted free
agent Greg Zolman, who compet-
ed in NFL Europe, playing last
season with Rhein, where he
backed up former Dallas quarter-
back Chad Hutchinson.

The Bills had two quarterbacks

AP

Quarterback J.P. Losman, taken
22nd overall in April’s draft, is
projected to miss 2-3 months.

— Bledsoe and Alex Van Pelt —
for most of last season after
Brown was hurt during an exhibi-
tion game.

“It’s dlsappomtmg, but injuries
are part of Donahoe
said. “He’s dlsappomted like ev-
erybody is but it's part of the
game and he’ll bounce back.”

Selected 22nd overall out of Tu-
lane, Losman was being groomed
as Bledsoe’s successor. The Bills
thought highly enough of the play-
er that they traded three draft
picks — including a first-rounder
next season — in a deal with Dal-
las to get back into the first round.

In Buffalo’s two exhibition
games, Losman went a combined
nine of 11 for 78 yards passing,
and is second on the team in rush-
ing with 80 yards on seven car-
ries. Losman has also engineered
three scoring drives — all endi
in field goals — in the five series
he’s played.

DE Holmes to

From wire reports

GREEN BAY, Wis. — For three
weeks, the Green Bay Packers
have attempted to fill their
pass-rushing needs at left end
with one of their own.

Now they will attempt to do it
with someone else.

The Packers reached an agree-
ment Tuesday with veteran defen-
sive end Kenny Holmes on a
one-year, minimum-wage deal
worth $660,000. Holmes, 30, has
38Y2 sacks over a seven-year ca-
reer, including 125 in his past 17
games. Holmes will be given an
opportunity to help the Packers
strengthen their pass rush.

Since camp began, the Packers
have auditioned about six players
at the rush-end position opposite
Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila in the
third-down package. But none
was an established pass-} -rusher
like Holmes, who signed a
five-year, $20 million contract, in-
cluding a $5 million signing
bonus, with the New York Giants
in 2001

Vick returns to practice
FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga.
Michael Vick returned to practice
after missing a day with tightness
in his right hamstring.
Atlanta’s quarterback partici-

join Packers

Briefs

pated in the full workout and re-
ported no problems. He tweaked
the hamstring in practice on Aug.
S before irritating it during last
week’s game against Minnesota.

Seattle LB Brown out until Oct.

CHENEY, Wash. — Seattle Sea-
hawks linebacker Chad Brown
will have surgery on his left leg
Wednesday, and is expected to
miss the first four games of the
regular season.

Brown broke his left fibula
when his feet got tangled with
tight end Itula Mili during a pass-
ing drill Monday.

Texans DE Walker will rest

HOUSTON — Defensive end
Gary Walker will rest for a week
to 10 days to allow his strained
groin to heal.

Walker, the Houston Texans’
two-time  Pro Bowl lineman,
tweaked the muscle during prac-
tice Monday and was helped off
the field. An MRI revealed a mild
strain.

“He should be ready for the
opener,” General Manager Char-
ley Casserly said.
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[ Major League Baseball scoreboard

American League

East Division
Pt GB
New York: 624 -
Boston E
pa Bay & 3 20n
Baltimore 67 .460 20"
ronto 53 73 421 254
Central Division
Minnesota 55 560 —
Cleveland 64 4% 8
Ehicago & % 8
Setror & i
Kansas City 79 358 25
West Division
Oakland 53 576 —
Anaheim 54 571 Y2
Texas 54 565
Seattle 371 50
Chicago Whits Sox 3, 8 Delrml i
N.Y. Yankees 5, Clevelar
Boston s, Toronto
‘exas 5, Minnes
Oakland 6, Baltimore 2
Tampa Ea,‘/ 6, Seattle 5
Anaheim 7, Kansas City 5
inesday’s games

Boston at Tor

R Pankers ot Cleveland

Chicago White Sox at Detroit
aat

Minnesot:

Jampa B2 s

as Ci

oatile
y at Anaheim

Baftimore at Qaklan

Baltimore

Thur: mes
IR Baian ito

N.Y. Yankees (Lieber 9-8) at Toronto (Bush
¢ Detroit (Johnson 8-11 at Boston (Arroyo
cago White Sox (Stewart 0-1)at Cleve-

Tafi) BOrbin
Mi

nesota (Vulholland 4.6 at Texas (Park

(Moye

Kansas Sity B Anderson 2-11) at Seattle
er 6.

iday's games

Detroitat Boston

N.Y. Yanke:

ees at Toronto

Yampa day 2t Cakiand

Red Sox 5 Blue Jays 4
BOSTON NTO
ihrhl:l
Damon cf 3110 Jhnson cf
DRbrtsrf 3000 OHudsn 2b
MRmrz If 5022 Riosrf
DOrtiz dh 5000 CDIgdo 1b
Millar b 3 0 0 0 Mnchno dh
Mntkw 1b 000 0 Hinske 3b
Cbera 4120 Zaunc
Mueller3b 3110 Gross If
rbelli ¢ 4123 Gomezss
Bllhon2b 2100
s 32585 Totals
Boston

T kotielg @, zaun © bb-Toronto 3

LOB—Boston 8 Toronto
(53 Rios (3, Menechimo (11). 38_Menecht:
no’ (@). HR-Mirabelli ), Oudson (9.
S8—Damon (13). €S- Rios (.
RER BB SO

stor
Wifieldw,107 5 10 3 3 2 4
lin 221103
Mendoza 00000 00
Foulke $23 50 00 11
Toronto
MBatistal9-10 5 8 5 5 4 2
Frederick 000 20
ﬁ"q‘i‘*’h Pogoid
Igtenberg

hulk 0 0 1
Wakef 3 battets in the st

(Menecﬁmo)

jtched fo
WoRSEDe (Someas' s e ity
WP—Wakefield, MBatista.

T—3:17. A—22,217 (50,598).
Angels 7, Royals 5

KANSAS CITY

ANAHEIM

3 o
FOSUT.S

sas City 4, Anzhel ls 255 53 (10), Eck-
Sare) D 30 Prekenn (1)
HR—I auck(sy,;cumen (ze) SPSheatora o)
Ga-Relaford (), gerr k. Si
VGuerrero, Akent
H RER BB SO

Kansas.
Serrano 3 84413
DReyes L3-6 3, 53131
Carras 52 0000
Cerd: 700000
Anaheim
Lack%ywll—m 5 755 26

2 2000 3
FRodri I EEEE
Percwalszs 0 0

Carrasco Molina). by Carrasco
e GBS eyes, Carrasco. PB—Buck.
T3110. A—40,183 (45,030).

Rangers 5, T
MINNESOTA
abrhbi abrhbi
shstwrtlf 5000 ASrano2b 5010
Jones rf 400 0 Dilucci If 4110
THnter cf 3111 oniss 5122
LeCroyib 4020 Blalock3b 4020
LFord dh 3100 Txeiralb 4121
Koskie 3b 3212 Nixef 4110
CGzmn ss. 3000 Mench dh 3010
HBInco ¢ 3010 lehwsrf 3001
Mrneauph 1011 2000
Ojeda pr 0000 EVOHQ ph 0001
Bowen ¢ 0000 Lairdc 1110
Rivas 2b 3010
otals 3247 4 Totals 355115
Minnesota o0 200° 0013
s

Tug outs i ing run scored.
DP—Minnesota 0B—Minne 6
s 108 Mormesu (&), MVoung(ZA),B\a-
lock @1 HR=THunter (17, Koskie @2).

as (14).
$2 Cauzman. S~ Evoung

& e

H RER BB SO
Minnesota

Csilva 666 2 2 11
JRincon ho2 11011
omero 00022
Nathan 12 $3 22112
Texas

Young S604 03033 4
Mahay 100001
Francls Troood
FCor 111

s
rder
Rincon pitched to°2 haﬂers in’the sm
Young. T-

WP=JRincon, " Nathan,
A—24,4% (49115).

abrhbi abrhbi
BWilmsdh 5000 Crisp If 4122
terss 4221 Vizquelss 4120
Shifield rf 50 0 0 Hafner 3100
drg: 5030 VMrtnz 3012
Matsuilf  5121Brssrdlb 4010
Posadac  3111Blake3b 3000
Olerud1b 2121 Gerutri 3110
ilsn2b 1010 Bliard2b 2000
Cairo2b 2010 Szmorect 3000
ferraph 0000 Lawtonph 1000
TClarklb 0000
Loftoncf 3001
otals 35512 5 Totals 32
New York 100 102 001-5
Clevelan 000 000
DP—New York 2. LOB—New York 11, Cleve-

Yo
land5, 28 ARodriguez (16) Matsui (24), Ole-
rud do), cairo "(s),  Wiartinez 'G0).

Broussard (2). HR—Jeter (16). Posada
(167 Crisp (11). SB—. Jeter 2 (20), Matsui (3).
Cairo. SF—Olerud,
P RER BB SO
New York
azquez 7 64432
Gordon W,6-3 1 100 1 0
MRivera S,43 1 00000
leveland
Elarton 6 9 4 4 1 5
liller 1.0 0 0 0
Betancourt /40 0 0 0 0
Howry 1 000 20
Wickman L,0-2 ’/: l 11 Z 1
Riske 00 0
Riske pitched to 1 haner in me Sth.
WP—JVazquez. Balk—JVazquez. T—3:18.
A=31,729 (43389).
Sox 9, Tigers 5
cHICAGO DETROIT
abrhbi abrhbi
Rwanc 4221 lnfame Zb 5010
Uribe ss. 3223 H 5121
Calee If SJZZIerc 4000
Knerkolb 3020 RoWhtedh 4120
Gloadlb’ 0100 CGilenss 4110
CEvrtt dh 4011 CPenalb 4114
BDavis ¢ 300 0 Monroe If 3010
Crede 3b 2100 Inge3b 4120
Brchrdrf 4110 Logan cf 3000
WHarrs2b 4111 Munsonph 1000
tals 32911 8 Totals 37510 5
icago 100 040 031-9
roit 000 0015
E—Monroe (8). DP—Detroit 2. LOB—Chica-
w Detrort 7. 28-Cal ee (32), WHarris (14),
onroe. (21). 38-Rowand (2. Inde (5
HR—Uribe (17), CPena (19). S—Uribe.
SF—Rowand, Uribe.
H RER BB SO
Gzrland W99 7, 8 4 4 2 3
000 0 1
Adklr\s 42 110 0
ledezmal! -1 6 755 2 3
1 00000
Yanr 23 32 10
Levine ’/1 00000
Dln mar\ 1110 1
Yan (Konerko) WP—Ledezma.

—by
T Z 36 A—ZJ 584 (40,120).
Devil Rays 6, Mariners 5

TAMPA BAY SEATTLE
abrhbi abrhbi
Crwfrd cf 5130 ISuzukirf 4010
Upton If 3000 Winn cf 4000
Rolls If 0001 EMrtnz dh 4110
Simon dh 3100 Ibanez If 4000
Blum dh 10008BBoonezb 4120
TMrtnz1b 3112 Spiezioib 3100
JoCruz rf 4000 DWilsnc 3110
Lugo ss 4021 Jchsen ph 1012
Cantu 3b 4230 Olivo pr 0100
Hall ¢ 4011 Lopez 4012
RSnchz2b 4111 E\mc|\5!3b 4000
Totals 35 611 6 Totals 35574
Tampa Bay 210 000 012—-6
eattle 000 003—5
E Crawford Al). Canm @), SDIEZID (E)d
Crawfor
(12% %« (31)‘ Cantu (97 THaI\ (167 BBoone
2% HR—TMartinez  (20).
ipton. SF R H
RER BB SO
pa s
RBell W,6-7 7 3211 3
olome 100001
ez 1 4 330 2
ittle
RFranklin L,3-13 8 8 4 4 2 4
tcmsu /p02 2 2 01
Thorntor .1 0 0 0 0
WP—| RBE\I T—2:35. A—38,467 (47.447).
6, Orioles 2
BALTIMORE ‘OAKLAND
abrhbi ab
BRbrts 2b 4000 Kotsay cf 4
Newhndh 4120 M 2
Mora 3b 3011 Scutaro2b 1
Tejada ss 3000 EChavz3b 4
Surhoff If 3100 Durazo dh 3
RPImo 1b 3010 Dyerf 4
Mcdnildcf 4001 Httberglb 3
Gbbonsrf 4010 DMillerc 2
Mchado ¢ 3000 Byrnes If 4
KGarcaph 1000 Crosbyss 3
otals 32252 Totals 30
Mllimodre ﬂlg 010
n

ns (2). DP—Baltimore 2. LOB—Bal-
umures Gakiand 5. 28Newhan (12), Mora

32), _RPalmeli (20), ~_Gibbons ).
HiR=EChaves (24), Dye (20), s~ Nielemore;
H RER BB SO
Baltimore_

Ponson 1,813 6 966 34
Parrish 1 0000 2
W\I\lamﬂs 1 00010
Mulder W,17-4 6 4 2 2 3 2
CHammond 1 0 0 01
Bradford 0 0 0 0 0
Rhodes 000 1 1
Mecir 1 000 0 1
HBP—by Mulder (Tejada), lg Mulder (Ne-

whan). T—2:38. A—23,153 (43,662).

AL leaders
Batting

G AB H  Pct
ISuzuki Sea 123 540 75 199 .369
107 37 8 138 38
IRodriguez Det 109 432 57 145 .336
VGuerieroAna 121 479 35 15¢ 326
0 Oak 110 396 64 128 .323

Home Runs.
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Beltre’s MLB-leadin

L.A. opens five-game lead in West

The Associated Press

MONTREAL — Adrian Bel-
tre’s first five full seasons in the
majors were marked by stretches

of inconsisten-

cy and only

NI. flashes of
power hitting.

Roundup vour,

the I.os Ange-

les Dodgers’ third baseman has
become one of baseball’s most
prolific sluggers.

Beltre hit a grand slam to be-
come the first player to reach 40
home runs this season, leading
the Dodgers to a 10-2 victory over
the Montreal Expos on Tuesday.
His previous career high for hom-
ers was 23, set last season.

“Now I believe I can hit 40,”
said Beltre, who's hitting .
with 94 RBIs. “I don’t know if T
can hit 45 yet. When I get to 45,
then I know I can hit 45. I just do
my best. 'm enjoying it.”

Beltre has homered 10 times in
his past 15 games, not bad for
someone who came into the sea-
son hoping to hit just 30 homers.

“It's a number that I didn’t
think about the last few years,” he
said. “To get to 30, and to hit 40 al-
ready is a big accomplishment.”

Los Angeles, which increased
its NL West lead to five games
over second-place San Francisco,
has won six of its past nine road
games and 17 of 23.

Alex Cora homered and had
five RBIs, and Kazuhisa Ishii
(12-6) allowed two runs in 7'/3 in-
nings for Los Angeles.

“Offensively, obviously we're
going to have to talk about Adrian
Beltre — we have to again tonight
— and Alex Cora, with a career
high with RBIs,” Dodgers manag-
er Jim Tracy said.

Los Angeles scored eight runs
in the fifth, its biggest inning this
season. Bell connected  off
Rocky Biddle (4-7) for his fourth
career slam, his second this year.

Cora also hit a three-run drive
against Francis Beltran in the in-
ning. The second baseman had an
RBI single in the second and a
run-scoring grounder in the ninth,
tying his career high for RBISs.

40th homer

Montreal catcher Einar Diaz makes a vain attempt to tag Los Angeles’
David Ross at the plate during the Dodgers’ 10-2 victory on Tuesday.

Biddle threw 104 pitches in 4%/3
innings, allowing seven runs and
six hits.

In other NL games Tuesday:

Cubs 13, Brewers 4: Moises
Alou homered twice and had a ca-
reer-high six RBIs, and Derrek
Lee hit a grand slam as Milwau-
kee lost its seventh straight.

The host Cubs won for the sixth
time in seven games and opened
a one-game lead in the wild-card
race over San Francisco.

Marlins 9, Giants 1: At Miami,
Alex Gonzalez hit a three-run
homer to cap a seven-run first,
and Mike Lowell drove in five
runs for the Marlins.

The defending champs won for
the eighth time in 11 games and
remained five games behind the
Cubs in the wild-card standings.

Braves 6, Rockies 5: Rafael
Furcal went 4-for-4, including a
two-run triple in the Braves’
four-run sixth, and Eli Marrero

powers Dodgers

drove in the go-ahead run with an
RBI single in the seventh.

Marrero and Julio Franco each
went 3-for-4 for the Braves, who
used 14 hits to rally past the visit-
ing Rockies after falling behind
by four runs.

Padres 3, Mets 1: San Diego’s
David Wells (8-7) took a shutout
into the ninth and won
straight on the road. He allowed
one run, four hits, struck out four
and walked none in 8% innings.

Astros 4, Phillies 2: Lance
Berkman and Mike Lamb hit RBI
singles in the bottom of the eighth
inning and the Astros used a rare
relief appearance by Roy Oswalt
(14-9) to defeat Philadelphia.

Reds 4, Cardinals 3, (10): At
Cincinnati, Julian Tavarez (5-4)
pitched while appealing a 10-day
suspension and allowed the
game-winning run on Darren
Bragg’s single.

‘avarez was penalized for ap-
plying foreign substances to balls
in a game he pitched last week.

Pirates 3, Diamondbacks 1: Ol-
iver Perez (9-6) pitched eight in-
nings, Daryle Ward homered and
the host Pirates snapped a
five-game losing streak.

Jeter’s 1,000th run, two steals
lift Yanks over reeling Indians

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Derek Jeter
not only stayed in the lineup, he
reached a milestone and helped
steal a victory.

A night after he was hit on the
left elbow by a pitch, Jeter hom-
ered in the first inning for his
1,000th career run. Then he stole
two bases in the ninth inning and
scored on Hideki Matsui's
two-out single to lead the New
York Yankees over Cleveland 5-4
on Tuesday night, the Indians’
ninth straight loss.

“He took us on his shoulders
and got us in position to win the
ballgame,” Yankees manager Joe
Torre said. “He set the tone for
the night — not knowing if he was
going to play, then he hits the ball
over the center-field fence.”

With the score 4-4 in the ninth,
Jeter walked against Bob Wick-
man (0-2), the pitcher who hit
him Monday night. Jeter stole his
19th and 20th bases.

“You're not always going to hit
home runs. You have to score
runs other ways,” Jeter said. “I
just thought I could make it. I saw
some opportunities and took off.”

Tom Gordon (6-3) pitched a
scoreless eighth, and Mariano
Rivera got three outs for his 43rd
save.

New York, which rallied from a
4-1 deficit, has won two straight
after losing six of seven. The Yan-
kees remained 62 games ahead
of Boston in the AL East.

Cleveland is on its longest skid
since losing 10 straight in 1979.
The Indians, who trailed the
Twins by one game on Aug. 15, re-
mained eight games behind the
AL Central leader.

In other AL games Tuesday:

Red Sox 5, Blue Jays 4: Bos-

AL Roundup

ton’s Doug Mirabelli hit a
go-ahead three-run homer in the
sixth off Miguel Batista (9-10),
and Mike Timlin pitched out of a
bases-loaded jam in the bottom of
the inning to help the Red Sox
win for the seventh time in eight
games.

Manny Ramirez drove in two
runs for the Red Sox, who have
won seven of eight and remained
one game ahead of Texas in the
wild-card race.

Tim Wakefield (10-7) allowed
three runs and 10 hits in five-plus
innings for his fifth win in six
starts, and Keith Foulke got four
outs for his 23rd save.

Rangers 5, Twins 4: Texas’
Michael Young hit a tying double
in the bottom of the ninth off Joe
Nathan (1-2) and Mark Teixeira
singled home the winning run
with two outs, stopping Minneso-
ta’s four-game winning streak.

Pinch-hitter Justin Morneau
had put Minnesota ahead in the
top half with an RBI double off
Francisco Cordero (3-0).
ics 6, Orioles 2: Mark
Mulder (17 4) became the first
17-game winner in the major
leagues this season, allowing two
runs and four hits in six innings
at Oakland, Calif.

Eric Chavez and Jermaine Dye
homered for the A’s, who won for
the eighth time in 10 games to
maintain their half-game lead
over Anaheim in the AL West.

Baltimore lost its eighth
straight. Sidney Ponson (8-13)
gave up six runs and nine hits in
six innings.

Angels 7,

Royals 5: Jose

Guillen hit a two-run homer as
the host Angels won their seventh
straight, converting a throwing
error by second baseman Desi
Relaford into the tying and
go-ahead runs.

Adam Kennedy was 4-for-4,
and John Lackey (11-10) allowed
five runs and seven hits in five in-
nings. Troy Percival became the
only active major league pitcher
with nine consecutive seasons of
at least 25 saves.

White Sox 9, Tigers 5: Juan
Uribe homered, scored the
go-ahead run and drove in three
runs, helping Chicago end a
five-game losing streak.

Jon Garland (9-9) won for just
the second time in nine starts
since defeating Seattle on July 9,
giving up four runs and eight hits
in seven innings.

Carlos Pena hit a third-inning
grand slam for host Detroit.

Devil Rays 6, Mariners 5:
Tampa Bay’s Tino Martinez hit a
two-run homer in the top of the
first to back Rob Bell (6-7), who
allowed two runs — one earned
— and three hits in seven innings.

Martinez, who reached 20 hom-
ers for the ninth time, tied Cecil
Fielder for 87th on the career list
with 319.
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2004 ATHENS OLYMPICS

Finally gold, ‘tears of joy’ for El Guerrouj

BY STEPHEN WILSON
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Hicham
El Guerrouj is no longer the
world’s greatest middle-distance
runner never to win an Olympic
title. Now, he’s simply the great-
est, period.

In Atlanta in 1996, the Moroc-
can tripped on the final lap and
finished last. Four years ago in
Sydney, he was overtaken in the
final meters by Noah Ngeny, then
lay sobbing on the track in de-
spair, convinced he’d let down his
entire country.

All that heartbreak evaporated
Tuesday night when El Guerrouj
held off Kenya’s Bernard Lagat in
a thrilling shoulder-to-shoulder
sprint in the final straight to win
the only title to elude him — and
the one he craved the most.

“Four years ago in Sydney I
cried tears of sadness,” he said.
“Today I cry tears of joy. I'm liv-
ing a moment of glory. 'm over-
Joyed for myself and for my coun-

try.”

El Guerrouj threw his arms
high in the air and looked up to
the sky after crossing the finish

Morocco’s Hicham El Guerrouj celebrates as he crosses the finish line
to win the men’s 1500 meters ahead of Kenya's Bernard Lagat.

line in 3:34.18, just 12-hundredths
of a second faster than Lagat. Por-
tugal’s Rui Silva took the bronze
in 3:34.68.

In some of the most poignant
scenes of the Athens Games, the
29-year-old El Guerrouj fell to his
knees, buried his face in his
hands and cried uncontrollably.
Lagat was the first to congratu-
late him, kneeling down and hold-
ing him in a warm embrace.
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“Hicham El Guerrouj is a
classy athlete,” Lagat said. “He
was only missing one thing, Olym-
pic gold. I knew he wanted this
one so bad. I was really happy for
him. It was quite emotional. You
feel for him. You know he’s de-
serving and he got it today.”

El Guerrouj rolled over onto
his back, his chest heaving with
sobs. Then he set off on a victory
lap, draped in the Moroccan flag.

He went over to his 19-year-old
wife, Majuva, in the stands and
kissed their baby daughter, Hiba.

“Today I ran for her and for my
family,” he said. “[God willing],
she will be happy for her papa.”

El Guerrouj danced to the
Greek music blaring from the
loudspeakers, then took a cell
‘phone call from the king of Moroc-
co, Mohammed VI. After the dev-
astating experiences of the last
two Olympics, this was a moment
to treasure.

“It had become a psycholog'ncal
complex,” said his longtime
coach, Abdelkaker Kada. “The
Olympic medal was all that was
left. Now, for me, today he be-
comes the best miler in history.”

El Guerrouj has been the undis-
puted middle-distance king for
more than a decade, with four
straight world championship ti-
tles, and world records in the
1,500 and mile.

But this year he looked vulnera-
ble. His 29-race winning streak
ended July 2 when he finished a
stunning eighth at a Rome meet.
He complained of breathing prob-
lems. He finished second to Lagat

in a final Olympic tuneup in Zur-
ich, with the Kenyan clocking a
world-leading 3:27.40.

“It’s been a very, very difficult
year,” he said. “I didn’t even
know if I would come to the Olym-
pics. But I overcame the challeng-
es. This shows Hicham is a great
athlete.”

The race lived up to expecta-
tions.

El Guerrouj went in front on
the second lap and took control of
the pace, with Lagat right behind
him. On the final lap, El Guerrouj
tried to break away, but Lagat
stayed with him. Around the last
bend, Lagat made his move on
the outside, pulling alongside EI
Guerrouj. The two ran all-out,
stride for stride, toward the line.

Lagat grimaced with exertion,
but El Guerrouj remained smooth
and controlled. In the last few
meters, Lagat tightened up, and
the Moroccan pulled half a stride
ahead to finish first.

“In the last 100 meters I knew
it was going to come down to the
kick,” Lagat said. “I was right be-
hind him all the way. With 50
meters left I thought this could be
another Zurich, but he had the
strongest kick today.”

Jones qualifies in long jump

BY ROB GLOSTER
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Marion
Jones made a quiet Athens debut,
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easily to the long jump
final. Allen Johnson had the atten-
tion of everyone in the stadium,
for all the wrong reasons.

And 18-year-old Allyson Felix
got a silver medal in the 200
meters Wednesday, finishing .13
seconds behind Veronica Camp-
bell of Jamaica.

Without any of the fanfare that
accompanied her historic quest
for five gold medals at the 2000
Sydney Games, Jones qualified
for the final with the seventh-best
jump of the qualifying round: 21
feet, 11% inches.

Afterward, she dressed quickly
and left the track saying her expe-
rience in Athens is about more
than medals.

“It’s a little bit about a gold, but
I think to me it's a lot more about
coming out here, doing my best in
the midst of a hell of a year,” said
Jones, who is the subject of a ste-
roid investigation, has been ac-
cused by her ex-husband of using
banned drugs in Sydney and gave
birth to a son 14 months ago. “I
mean, you can take that how you
want it — being able to do your
best in the midst of mass chaos.”

There was chaos on the track
when Johnson, a four-time world
champion and the 1996 Olympic
gold medalist, made a shocki
exit from the second round of the
110-meter hurdles. He tripped
over the ninth hurdle, then stum-

Track and field

“It was going great, and then
don’t know. I just went down. T
thought I was in control until I hit
that hurdle. I got myself together,
but the last one I hit and went
down,” Johnson said.

“I'm fairly disappointed, but it
happens. I'll be watching the
final. There’s nothing I can do.”

He was the latest of several
Americans who came to Athens
favored for medals but will leave
empty-handed — including pole
vaulter Stacy Dragila, hurdler
Gail Devers, decathlete Tom Pap-
pas and shot putter John Godina.

Four years ago, Jones’ quest for
five golds ended in the long jump.
This time, she made her Athens
debut in the event. She drew only
a smattering of applause here,
with little of the celebrity worshlp
that engulfed her in Sydney.

On her first attempt, Jones
licked her lips, then paused for
the start of a men’s race. She took
two quick deep breaths, sped
down the runway — and fouled
by several inches. She immediate-
ly went over to the stands to talk
with coach Dan Pfaff.

Jones opened her mouth wide
and rolled her tongue around her
mouth before her second jump,
then took four quick breaths. She
propelled herself down the run-
way and leaped 1% inches past
distance

bled and fell the last
one — ending up face down on
the track, glasses flying off his
face, as competitors crossed the
ish line.

Johnson said it was only the sec-
ond time in his career he’s fallen
in a race.

of 21-10, advancing to Friday’s
fin:

At the 2000 Sydney Games,
Jones already had won gold med-
als in the 100 and 200 meters
when she got a bronze in the long
jump. She went on to win two

more medals in relays — one
gold, one bronze.

But at the U.S. trials this sum-
mer, she failed to qualify in the
100 and dropped out of the 200,
citing fatigue. She hopes to run on
the 400-meter relay squad, begin-
ning Thursday.

Those are not the only differ-
ences from the last Olympics.

Jones was the darling of Syd-
ney, her every move chronicled
as she aimed for five golds. Even
her defense of then-husband C.J.

Hunter on drug charges won
her praise as a supportive spouse.

Now she’s under investigation
by the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency,
and has been accused by the
now-divorced Hunter of using
banned drugs before, during and
after the Sydney Games.

“T'm looking forward to jump-
ing on Friday and, you know
what, getting on the next plane
Saturday and heading home to
my little boy, who I've been away
from for over three weeks,” Jones
said. “So things are a lot different
than four years ago.”

The biggest thrill of the night
for Greek fans came when coun-
trywoman Fani Halkia won the
400-meter hurdles in 52.82 sec-
onds, sending the sold-out Olym-
pic Stadium into spasms of joy
and flag waving. Romania’s Ione-
la Tirlea-Manolache won silver
and Tetiana Tereshchuk-Antipo-
va of Ukraine took bronze.

In other events Wednesday, Hi
cham El Guerrouj qualified easi-
ly for the final of the 5,000 one
night after his dramatic and emo-
tional victory in the 1,500. Win-
ning that preliminary heat was
10,000  champion = Kenenisa
Bekele, setting up a_Saturday
night duel in the final between
two men trying to complete a rare
Olympic distance double.




PAGE 44

- STARS AND STRIPES

Thursday, August 26, 2004

2004 ATHENS OLYMPICS

Cuba dominates Australia for basehall gold

The Associated Pres

ATHENS, Greece — Deploying
a relentless, balanced offense,
Cuba rolled over upstart Austra-
lia 6-2 Wednesday night to win
the gold medal — its third in four
tries since the sport gained offi-
cial Olympic status.

The Cubans pounded out 13
hits, including a two-run home
run by Freder-
ich Cepeda, a
two-run  dou-

Olympic

meda's ble by Edu-
ardo  Parent
roundup [PrvpRbuiey
single by Eriel

Sanchez.

With the United States failing
to even make the eight-team
field, Cuba had been expected to
vie for the gold medal with a Japa-
nese “dream team” stocked with
top pros. But Australia stunned
the favored Japanese 1-0 in the
semifinals, making its first ever
baseball medal a silver.

Openly frustrated by its loss,
Japan routed Canada 11-2
Wednesday afternoon to win the
bronze medal.

In the game for the gold Cepe-
da opened the scoring in the
fourth inning with his home run
to right-center.

Australian left fielder Paul
Gonzalez cut the margin to 2-1
with a lead-off homer in the fifth.
That was the first run in the tour-
nament off Cuban starter Norge
Luis Vera, who had pitched 13
scoreless innings over three

Hossein Rezazadeh of Iran lifts 441 pounds in the snatch during the
men’s over-231 pound event on Wednesday at the Athens Olympics.
Rezazadeh won the gold medal and tied his own world record.

games, and it prompted Cuba to
turn to its bullpen.

Relievers Vicyohandri Odelin
and Adiel Palma walked the
bases loaded. But with two outs
and a full count, Australia’s Bren-
dan Kingman took a third strike
from Palma, who pitched into the
ninth and earned the victory.

Cuba put the game away in
sixth, knocking out Australian
starter John Stephens — a Boston
Red Sox farm hand — with four
straight singles, the last a ground
smash by Sanchez driving in two
runs.

With two out, Parent doubled
down the third base line, driving
in two more runs to make it 6-1.

Beach volleyball

Men’s final: Brazil's Emanuel
Rego and Ricardo Santos, the
world’s top-ranked team, over-
powered Spain’s Javier Bosma
and Pablo Herrera 21-16, 21-15,
finally capturing a gold medal for
the nation that’s dominated the
sport internationally for more
than a d

Brazil failed to win a medal in
1996 and earned a disappointing

silver in Sydney when third-seed-
ed Ricardo and Ze Marco de Melo
lost to ninth-seeded Americans
Dain Blanton and Eric Fonoimoa-
na.

Ricardo finished the match
with a soft tap down the line and
Emanuel jumped into his part-
ner’s arms. The Spaniards
slapped hands and applauded the
capacity crowd, most of them yel-
low-clad Brazilians.

Equestrian

Individual dressage: A few
early stumbles kept the United
States from getting another eques-
trian medal.

Debbie McDonald of Hailey,
Idaho, finished fourth in the indi-
vidual ~dressage competition,
done in by a couple of early mis-
takes on her horse Brentina.

“I'm not happy with myself,”
McDonald said. “I'm happy with
my horse. The early problems def-
initely made me concerned. My
body wasn’t working with my
brain.”

Anky van Grunsven and her
horse Salinero won the gold by fin-
ishing first in the musical free-
style program. Ulla Salzgeber of
Germany had been leading to
that point on her horse Rusty, but
wound up settling for silver.

Synchorized swimming

Duet free routine: Alison Bar-
tosik and Anna Kozlova of the
United States earned a bronze in

day night, finishing behind the
Russians and Japanese.

Bartosik and Kozlova totaled
96.918 points for their tribute to
Greek mythology that evoked a
Medusa theme. They had snakes
on their sequined green, gold and
‘white suits and headpieces.

They created serpent images
by intertwining their legs and
arms in the water while the music

“Gorky Park” and er dra-
‘matic compositions blared on the
loudspeakers.

Triathlon

Women'’s final: Kate Allen, a
former Australian now Austrian
by marriage, passed half of the
field during the final leg of the
swim-cycle-run endurance test,
finishing in 2 hours, 4 minutes,
43.45 seconds.

Closer to the rear of the pack
than the front for most of the
race, she passed everyone during
the closmg 10-kilometer run, in-
cluding leader Loretta Harrop of
Australia only a few strides be-
fore the finish.

Susan Williams, the last Ameri-
can to qualify for the race this
summer, won the bronze despite
crashing early in the cycling race.

Weightlifting

Men’s 105kg: Hossein Rezaza-
deh of Iran won gold and tied his
own world record with a com-
bined weight of 1,041.7 pounds.

Viktors Scerbatihs of Latvia got
the silver. Velichko Cholakov of
Bulgaria won the bronze.
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U.S. eyclists
shut out of
medal race

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Erin Mira-
bella felt a joyous rush when she
saw the scoreboard, learning for
the first time she’d finished the
points race in fourth place — her
best showing in a major interna-
tional race.

Then she remembered where
she was. In the Olympics, fourth
‘may be the cruelest finish of all.

“ was happy, and then I went,
‘Oh my God,’ ” Mirabella said. “I
didn’t even know. I'm very happy
with fourth, but it's hard to be
fourth. So close. So close.”

It was as close as the American

which the United States
competed and failed lo
tracl edal; it had won
11 smce 1984 and bnycutled the
980 Olympics in Moscow.
ustrali

more than any other nation. The
Aussies added two golds and a
bronze to their collection Wednes-
day; in the Keirin, Ryan Bayley
‘won gold and Shane Kelly bronze,
and in the Madison, Graeme
Brown and Stuart O’Grady rode
to another win.
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Middleweight Dirrell clinches second U.S. hoxing medal

BY TIM DAHLBERG
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Another
day, another Andre for the U.S.
boxing team.

Andre Dirrell, fighting with a
tattoo of his grandfather’s face on
his back, assured the United
States of at least two boxing med-
als Wednesday by narrowly beat-
ing Cuba’s Yordani Despaigne to
advance to the Olympic middle-
weight semifinals.

A day after teammate Andre

Ward saved the U.S. team from
further embarrassment with a
win of his own, Dirrell bloodied
the Cuban’s face in the third
round and held on for a 12-11 win
in a cautiously fought bout.

“I knew I could outbox him,”
Dirrell said. “I was extra nervous
because the Cubans are great box-
ers.”

Dirrell wasn't too bad himself,
coming from behind in the third
round with a flurry to take the
lead and then listening to his
grandfather and other family

members when they told him to
get on his toes and stay away to
keep the lead with 25 seconds left.
“We knew it was going to be a
chess match,” U.S. coach Basheer
Abdullah said. “He was very pa-
tient and he played the chess
match and won it tonight.”
Dirrell, whose grandfather
began teaching him to box at the
age of 10 and then refused to let
him quit the sport two years later,
advanced to a semifinal match
Friday against Gennadiy
Golovkin of Kazakhstan.

More importantly, he put a
smile on the face of his grandfa-
ther, who was watching in the
stands. Leon Lawson, a former
bodyguard and sparring partner
for Muhammad Ali, turned 64
this week and celebrated his birth-
day in Athens.

“I'm aiming to please my grand-
father,” Dirrell said. “Besides the
money, the gold medal and every-
thing, I want to make him happy.
This is what he said was his birth-
day present.”

Dirrell had a tattoo of his grand-

father’s face put on his right shoul-
der last month to thank him for
years of making him train for his
Olympic moment.

“I figured he was on my back
this long that I would put a real
one on my back,” Dirrell said.

Dirrell came into the Olympics
as the most highly touted mem-
ber of a team that wasn't expect-
ed to fare too well in Athens. The
20-year-old from Flint, Mich.,
looked the part in moving easily
through his first two fights, but
the matchup against the tough
Cuban was his real test.

Thrown: Gardner on

THROWN, FROM BACK PAGE

‘His retirement ends an impossi-
ble-to-script career that saw Gard-
ner become one of America’s
most improbable sports stars —
and one of its most star-crossed
once he won the gold.

Eighteen months after ending
three-time Olympic champion
Karelin’s 13-year winning streak
with his “Miracle on the Mat,”
Gardner lost a toe — and nearly
his life — to frostbite after becom-
ing stranded in the Wyoming wil-
derness. This year, he survived a
head-on motorcycle crash and,
days later, badly dislocated his
right wrist during a pickup basket-
ball game, briefly jeopardizing
his return trip to the Games.

Once he got to Athens, his undo-
ing proved to be the
Greco-Roman oddity that assured
his Sydney gold: the clinch. Both
wrestlers lock hands behind the
other, maneuvering for the slight-

est advantage before muscling
each other to break the clinch and
gain a point.

In Sydney, Gardner’s only
point against Karelin came on a
broken clinch; four years later, all
of Tsurtsumia’s points did, too.
He threw Gardner out of a clinch
to start the overtime, surprising
Garner with strength he seemed
to have lost much earlier.

Despite being 10 years younger
than Gardner at 23, the reigning
European champion was perilous-
ly fatigued as the match wound
down, once fleeing the mat and
taking a penalty point to avoid
locking up with Gardner.

After the suddenly quick con-
clusion, Garner knelt on the mat
in near disbelief, Tsurtsumia
dancing excitedly behind him.
But within minutes, a dry-eyed
and composed Gardner patiently
offered a clinical explanation of
what went wrong.
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wrong end of this reversal

gambled by attacking a worn-out
opponent, leaving himself un-
guarded to his back side and al-
lowing Tsurtsumia to step around
and throw him to the mat.

“One throw and that's the
whole match,” Gardner said.
“One mistake.”

Or maybe two.

“I'was surprised Rulon lost two
clinches,” said Jeff Blatnick, a
Greco-Roman gold medalist 20
years ago. “I've never seen him
do that when he’s healthy.”

Still, he doesn’t think Gardner
besmirched his wrestling legacy
by not winning a second Olympic
gold. To Blatnick, beating Karelin
assured Gardner’s place in the
sport’s history, and always will.

“He'll be remembered as an
Olympic champion and a world
champion,” Blatnick said. “Peo-
ple forget he won the world cham-

pionship the year after Sydney
and proved it was no fluke. I don’t
think he did anything wrong in
this match. He (Tsurtsumia) was
well-coached and knew exactly
where to attack.”

Gardner’s restrained emotions
after the loss contrasted to the Ae-
gean-sized sea of tears shed Mon-
day when Sara McMann lost the
first gold-medal match wrestled
by an American woman. Only in
victory did his emotions come
out

Maybe it's because, deep down,
he’s still the aw-shucks Wyoming
farmboy who ignored hurtful
taunts of “Fatso” to pursue his
sport, to achieve its ultimate prize
and create a niche as one of Amer-
ica’s least likely but most-liked
Olympic champions. It is that de-
votion to wrestling that drove him
to come back, to ignore the temp-
tation to be like Mary Lou Retton

and let a perfect Olympics be his
only Olympics.

“People asked me why go back
and take the chance you'll lose
and tarnish your record,” he said.
“I don’t look at it as tarnishing
anything.”

Now, the man who defeated an
aging Russian star to become a
gold medalist has been succeeded
by an on-the-rise young Russian,
21-year-old Khasan Baroev, who
beat Tsurtsumia 4-2 for the gold

“One mishap cost me the
chance for the gold, but I'm
happy with the bronze and Il
move on,” Gardner said. “It’s not
quite a gold, but it’s a medal.”

Another American wrestling
medalist also lost Wednesday:
2000 bronze medalist Garrett
Lowney, of Freedom, Wis., was
eliminated with losses of 3-0 to
Cuba’s Ernesto Pena and 4-0 to
Hungary’s Lajos Virag in pool
matches at 211%2 pounds (96kg).

Foudy’s status game-time decision

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — U.S. soc-
cer captain Julie Foudy’s
sprained ankle showed signs of
improvement on Wednesday,
though she remains a game-time
decision for Thursday’s gold
medal game against Brazil.

“Julie’s doing better,” coach
April Heinrichs said. “We’re real
excited to see her walking.”

Heinrichs said Foudy no longer
needed the crutches she’d been
using since she was injured in the
second half of Monday night's
overtime victory over Germany
in the semifinals.

Asked about Foudy’s chances
of playing, Heinrichs sighed
heavily and paused before an-
swering.

“I don’t know. It’s a very physi-
cal game,” Heinrichs said.

“It’s just hard to tell right now.
She’s walking. She’s encouraged.
She’s optimistic, as she is as a per-
son and should be as an athlete
who wants to play in this game.
We'll make the call tomorrow,
much closer to the game.”

Prosecutors seize medical files
of Greek sprint stars
ATHENS, Greece — Prosecu-

tors  seized

A the hospital
Olympic |[sees
i Wednesday
briefs of two Greek

sprinting
stars who withdrew from the
Olympics after they missed a dop-
ing test and were involved in a
suspicious motorcycle accident.

A source told The Associated
Press on condition of anonymity
that prosecutors visited the KAT
trauma hospital and left with the
records of Kostas Kenteris and
Katerina Thanuu

Kenteri surprise
200- meler gold medallsl in 2000,
and Thanou, who took silver in
the 100 meters in Sydney, could
not be found at the Olympic Vil-
lage for an Aug. 12 drug test.
Hours later, they said they were
involved in a motorcycle accident
that happened because they were
rushing back to the Olympic vil-
lage to be tested.

They spent several days in the
KAT hospital with cuts and bruis-
es, and later withdrew from the
Olympics.

Now, prosecutors are investi-
gating the accident and whether
the two national stars were delib-
erately trying to avoid drug tests.

Kenteris and Thanou have de-

nied any wrongdoing.
Greece protests fight stoppage

ATHENS, Greece — Greece
has lodged a protest over the con-
troversial end to light heavy-
weight Elias Pavlidis’ Olympic
bout against Egypt’s Ahmed Is-
mail, saying Ismail delivered sev-
eral illegal hits that caused Pavli-
dis to become too injured to con-
tinue.

The Hellenic Boxing Federa-
tion lodged the protest shortly
after the match ended Tuesday
night in a storm of boos from a
partisan crowd hoping to see
Greece win its first Olympic box-
ing medal.

Pavlidis took an 18-12 lead
after two rounds, but referee
P.K.M. Raja of Indonesia called
off the fight because of serious
cuts on Pavlidis’ face.

The decision sparked a melee
in Peristeri Olympic Boxing Hall,
with fans throwing water bottles
at the ring and forcing Ismail to
run for cover.

Greece’s protest claims ‘“the
Egyptian athlete ... did not com-
pete fairly, as can be seen clearly
in the videotape.” The protest
doesn’t specify the hits involved,
saying only that most occurred in
the second round.
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U.S. women dominate Greece

BY CHUCK SCHOFFNER
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — The place
and the opponent don’t really mat-
ter. This U.S. basketball team is
onaroll.

Hushing a boisterous crowd
with its all-around domination,
the United States advanced to the
semifinals Wednesday with a
10272 victory over Greece,
which had heart, the home court
and little else.

Now, only two games stand be-
tween the Americans and a third
straight gold medal. They’ll play
Russia on Friday. The semifinal
winners advance to the gold
medal game on Saturday.

“This is it. No regrets now,”
Tina Thompson said. “There’s no
getting it back or catching up
from a loss. That would mean no

Windsurfing
gold is first
for Israel

BY BERNIE WILSON

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — A wind-
surfer whose first name means
“wave” in Hebrew gave Israel its
first Olympic gold medal ever
Wednesday, taking a plunge in
the Saronic Gulf to celebrate.

Gal Fridman sailed a remark-
ably consistent regatta, never fin-
ishing worse than eighth in the
11-race series. He placed second
in Wednesday'’s decisive race.

After Fridman crossed the fin-
ish line, he took a victory dip and
then wrapped himself in an Israe-
li flag when he came out of the
water.

Fridman’s victory finally gives
Israelis the chance to hear their
national anthem during a medal
ceremony, scheduled for later in
the day. The song is “Hatikvah”
— The Hope — and Israeli fans
sang it spontaneously last week
when Ariel Zeevi won a bronze
medal in judo.

There has been tremendous
pressure on Israeli athletes to get
their country’s first gold at the
Athens Games. When Zeevi won
his medal, he called it “the hard-
est day of my life” because of the
scrutiny.

In 12 previous Olympics dating
to 1952, Israel had won only one
silver and three bronze medals.
Fridman won a bronze in his
event in 1996.

Fridman’s victory came after
Ricardo Santos of Brazil, the lead-
er through 10 races, finished 17th
in the finale. Nikolaos Kakla-
manakis of Greece won the silver,
and Nick Dempsey of Britain took
the bronze.

Faustine Merret of France won
the gold in the women’s race. Yin
Jian of China won the silver, and
Alessandra Sensini of Italy got
the bronze.

gold medal and, for us, no gold
medal means failure.”

After playing their preliminary
games in a small arena at the Hell-
iniko complex on the coast, the
teams moved to the spacious
19,250-seat Olympic Indoor Hall
for the medal round. The Ameri-
cans looked liked they belonged
on the bigger stage.

Lisa Leslie and Yolanda Grif-
fith dominated inside, Tina Th-
ompson hit a succession of jump-
ers, Shannon Johnson had her
best game of the tournament and
Tamika Catchings was every-
where on both ends of the floor.

The passing was sharp, the de-
fense quick and aggressive. By
the middle of the second quarter,
the United States was up by 20,
and the Greek fans who made up
most of the crowd of 8,100 started
losing their zeal.
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Even the “He-llas! He-llas!”
chant began to wane and the
crowd stopped booing whenever
the United States had the ball,
slipping into a state of quiet accep-
tance.

USS. players, the Greek
fans discovered, are pretty darn
good.

“The crowd was great today
and whenever a team feels the en-
ergy of a crowd, it plays above its
head and Greece did,” Diana Tau-
rasi said. “Teams like that Jjust
don’t go away. They play to the
last bucket, but if you can get on
them early and get the crowd out
of there ... that’s what our first
five did.”

The Americans shot 57 percent
in the first half and S0 percent for
the game. If someone did miss a
shot, it didn’t matter.

Griffith, Leslie or Catchings got
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Americans Tina Thompson, right, and Lisa Leslie dominated early
against Greece and cheered from the bench late in the game.

the rebound and scored on a put-
back.

Johnson and Thompson scored
20 apiece, and there was much
more after that. Griffith had 14
points and 11 rebounds, Diana
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Taurasi had 13 points, and Leslie
and Sheryl Swoopes added 12
apiece.
Leslie also had eight rebounds.
Final rebounding numbers:
United States 44, Greece 22.
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Prosecutors say Bryant DNA evidence contaminated

The Associated Press

DENVER — Crucial DNA evi-
dence tested by defense experts
in the Kobe Bryant sexual assault
case might have been contaminat-
ed, prosecutors said in a court fil-
ing released Wednesday, just two
days before jury selection is to
begin.

Prosecutors

said they had
found ination in DNA

also said data from the defense’s
experts appears to have been ma-
nipulated.

Prosecutors asked the judge to
hold a hearing Thursday to force
the NBA star’s attorneys to prove
the reliability of the evidence in-
tended to be presented at trial by
defense experts.

Those experts include Eliza-
beth Johnson, who testified in a

“control” samples intended to en-
sure testing was accurate. They

losed irt hearing in June that
DNA evidence strongly suggests
the alleged victim had sex with an-

Sports briefs

other man after her encounter
with Bryant and before her hospi-
tal examination the following day.

That claim, which attorneys for
the woman have denied, is a core
part of the defense’s strategy to
undermine the accuser’s credibili-

In the filing, prosecutor Dana

Easter said some data from Tech-
nical Associates Inc., the Califor-
nia company where Johnson
works, appeared to have been
“whited out or otherwise manipu-
lated.”

Dampier goes from Warriors

to Mavs in eight-player deal
DALLAS — The Dallas Maver-
icks sent Christian Laettner, Edu-
ardo  Najera, two future
first-round draft picks and the
draft rights to guards Luis Flores
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and Mladen Sekularac to the War-
riors for Erick Dampier, Dan
Dickau, Evan Eschmeyer and the
draft rights to Steve Logan.

The 6-foot-11 Dampier aver-
aged career highs of 12.3 points
and 12 rebounds in 74 games last
season for the Warriors. He was
fourth in the NBA in rebounding,
and one of just nine players to av-
erage more than 10 points and 10
rebounds a game.

In arelease, the Mavericks said
Dampier signed a multiyear deal
with Golden State before the
trade was completed. Contract de-
tails weren’t immediately avail-
able.

Tavarez suspended 10 days
for doctoring balls

CINCINNATI — St. Louis re-
liever Julian Tavarez was sus-
pended for 10 days Tuesday for
applying a foreign substance to
balls while pitching last week.

Tavarez appealed the penalty,
and no action will be taken until a
hearing is held.

“The incident that day seemed
like it was a very minor thing, and
I'm shocked that it would be
worth 10 days,” Cardinals manag-
er Tony La Russa said.

Tavarez was ejected during the
opener of Friday’s doubleheader
against Pittsburgh after umpire
crew chief Joe West inspected the
pitcher’s grimy hat. West said
Tavarez and Cardinals and man-
ager Tony La Russa “as much ad-
mitted” it was pine tar on his cap.

Bloom’s final appeal denied

BOULDER, Colo. — Jeremy
Bloom lost his final plea to be al-
lowed to play football for Colo-
rado while accepting commercial
ski endorsements.

The five-member NCAA Stu-
dent-Athlete Reinstatement Com-
mittee turned down the appeal
after hearing presentations from
Bloom, Colorado, and the NCAA
in a conference call.

Bloom appealed an NCAA rul-
ing last week that he could not
pocket endorsement  money,
which he said is necessary to sup-
port his Olympic skiing career,
while playing receiver and kick
returner for Colorado.

Agassi could meet Federer

in U.S. Open quarterfinals

NEW YORK — Andre Agassi’s
path at the U.S. Open could in-
clude a quarterfinal against No. 1
Roger Federer, while defending
champion Andy Roddick might
have to play 2000 winner Marat
Safin in the fourth round.

Serena and Venus Williams

wound up on opposite sides of the
field in Wednesday’s draw, so
they can’t play each other until
the fin:
In addition to Agassi-Federer,
the potential quarterfinals are
Roddick vs. No. 7 Juan Carlos Fer-
rero in a rematch of the 2003
final, 2001 Open champ Lleyton
Hewitt vs. No. 8 David Nalbandi-
an, and No. 5 Tim Henman vs. No.
3 Carlos Moya.

Agassi, whose eight major titles
include the 1994 and 1999 Opens,
will face U.S. Davis Cup player
Robby Ginepri in the first round.

No. 3-seeded Serena Williams
is slated for a quarterfinal against

Jennifer Capriati. Anotherr
possible women’s round-of-eight
matchup is defending champion
Justine Henin-Hardenne vs. Wim-
bledon champion Maria Sharapo-
va.
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Grand slam makes Dodgers 3B Beltre
first in majors to hit 40 home runs
this season, Page 42

U.S. wrestler Rulon Gardner, left, reacts after losing in OT to 's Georgi ia, right, in a Gi Re 264Y2-pound (120kg)
semifinal on Wednesday. Gardner went on to win the bronze medal, and Tsurtsumia lost to Khasin Baroev of Russia in the gold-medal match.

Gardner settles for bronze
in Greco-Roman wrestling

BY ALAN ROBINSON
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — He left his shoes in the
middle of the mat, maybe a piece of his heart,
too. Rulon Gardner finally let his emotions out
after trading Olympic gold for bronze, and the
tears he cried weren’t of sadness.

Gardner, so poised and dispassionate hours
before, following the biggest loss of his life, be-
came teary-eyed Wednesday after one of the
‘most surprising gold medalists in Olympic his-
tory settled for a bronze on his return trip to
the Games.

His last one, too. After wearing down Iran’s
much-taller Sajad Barzi for a 3-0 victory and
the Greco-Roman wrestling bronze at 2642
pounds (120 kg), Gardner sat down on the
mat, an American flag draped in his arms,
and took off his shoes in the traditional sign of
retirement.

Then it all came out. Tears streamed down

his cheeks as he carried the flag around the
arena, escorted by the unmistakable cheers of
a dozen family members who made the long
trip from Afton, Wyo., to Athens to see if he
‘was good for one more gold.

He wasn’t, but he thought he was good
enough — even if a 4-1 overtime loss to Kaza-
khstan’s Georgi Tsurtsumia earlier meant he
couldn’t duplicate the gold he won so shock-
ingly in Sydney by beating the greatest wres-
tler ever, Russian Alexander Karelin, in his
sport’s upset of the century.

“I came back and won a medal. Even
though it's bronze, I have no regrets because I
gave 100 percent in every match,” Gardner
said. “I didn’t leave anything on the mat.”

Except his shoes, of course; he began cry-
ing before the match, when he told coach
Steve Fraser of his plans.

“That's it,” Gardner said. “When you step
off the mat for the last time, it's a big deal.”

SEE THROWN ON PAGE 45
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Gardner, who scored one of wrestling’s big-
gest upsets in the Sydney Games, took off his
shoes and left them in the ring to symbolize
his retirement after defeating Sajad Barzi of
Iran in the bronze-medal bout Wednesday.

Leaders after 212 of 215 medal
gvents in the 2004 Olvmpics
through Wednesday, Aug. 2
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Home court
does Greece
little good as
U.S. women roll
into semifinals
Page 46
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